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NOTE AND COMMENT.

England will lave a strong and effec-
tive promoter of temperance reform in
the person of Rev. Charles M. Sheldon,
who goes  thence March 1 for a three
months’ tour.

Tn Prince Edward Tsland, of thirty-three
Preshyterian congregations  thirteen are
pastorlese, or about to hecome 0. An ef-
fort is heing made by the Preshytery to
reduce the number of congregations hy
uniting some of them.

The wife of a Chicago defanlter, Mrs
J. €. Fskildsen, has agreed to pav nn
all losses enetained throngh her hushand’s
actions. She has morteaged much of her
pronerty for 0000 a Jarge part of which
will #n to Danish Brotherhood of Ameriea,
of which her hushand was the treasurer.

The Roman Catholic church is organiz-
ing in some places a society known as the
Moly Name Society. The ohject is  to
promote reverence, and the membhers are
eapecially pledged againet the use of nro-
fane language. A parade of the societies
a few dave ago. in Newark and Tersev
Citv contained thirty thonsand men. We
need an  anti-profanity society in this
city—we need it badly.

Boston has heen gmciously blessed in
the evangelistic campaign conducted by
Gynsy Smith,  Overflow meetings had to
be held noon and night. Tn to Decem-
ber 2 fifteen hundred adults and nine
hundred children had signed eards testi-
fying to a decision to accent Christ. Tt
is believed that in addition to these an
unnumbered throng of backsliders were
reclaiimed.  Mr, Smith is now in Port-
land, Me.

Dr. Broadus, when pastor near a great
university, called on one of the students
to pray. He says: “In the course of a
simple, earnest prayer, such as a truly in-
telligent and loving soul might bhe expect-
ed to make. he used an expression which
sank into the very soul of me, and which
T have remembered. T think, dozens of
times. e said: ‘O Tord, please take us
as we are, for Jesus’ sake, and make us,
by 'Hm Holy Spirit, what we pught te
be.”

A testimony to the efficacy of mission
work in Labrador was given hy Sir Wil-
liam MacGiregor, the Governor of New-
foundland, after a visit to that colony.
Te states that no prison, no magistrate,
no police were to be seen on the Innuit
coast, and further states, “But it would
not appear that these adjuncts of civiliza-
tion, necessary’ elsewhere, are required
there. The moral control of the mission,
which has been =o effective in the past,
would apprear to be sufficient at the pres-
ent time,”

‘The Philadelphia Ledger has made some
investigations on how families of moderate
means dispose of their incomes, and edi-
torially that paper condemns the parsi~
mony toward the Church which is indi-
cated by the investigations. Tt is evident
even to a paper which does not pretend
to be a religious journal that it is vidicu-
lous to think of a sensible man, like one
who was mentioned, with an income of
£1,750, spending %220 a year for cigars,
liquor, amusements, ete., and only $20 for
church and charity. The whole investiga-
tion reveals a lamentable amount of the
most sordid selfishness and a woeful lack
of appreciation of the value of the
Church,

Speaking of our “Ralph Connor” at the
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Tt is estimated that there are 200,000,
000 Mol

Brotherhood convention in T
the Michigan Preshyterian says: “Ralph
Connor's words were deeds. Tt was not so
much the great speech as the man speak-
ing. The silent deeds to which the North.
west mission field were witness, beeame
cloquent utterance in  Tomlinson hall.
There he stood and read off the writing
which glows in the Northwest heavens
in lotters of fire. Fvery word had the
weight of a church, a saved soul, A man
won.  Fvery word throbhed with the
hattles of heroes.”

(iratifving laws for the preservation
of the Tord’s Dav have heen passed in
Canada and are heing enforced with more
or less satisfaction. But other things
than statutes are neceseary in order that
the hest resnlts mav issne. On this point
the Canadian  Rantist  quotes Rev. Dr.
Perry ae saving: “Withont a eommunity
of vereons who find in the dav they malke
a Sabhath a eniritual insniration which
i« reenMar to that dav. publie sentiment
will not long continne to make Sundav a
rest dav. Sundav denends for ite distine-
tive atmosvhere and vitality on Christians,
not on lezislatore and the chief influence
of Christians in makine Sunday a Sahhath
i« throngh mhlie worship.”

With ue, the hinding of a Bible is pure-
Iv a matter of taste and of the size of
one’s pocket-hook., With the Rible So-
ciety there are many other things that
enter in. and the effect of climate and the
character of the insect-life in the conntry
for which the hook is designed. are most
earefnlle considered in the seleetion of the
matertal for the covers. The Gosnel of
Matthew, in Bulu, has just been hound
for shirment to the west coast of Afriea.
The nrinciple ingredient of the binding
is mun-cotton, and to insure it against the
devvedations of insect pests, particvlarly
aminst the red ant, corrosive sublimate is
alen an importatnt element in its composi-
tion. i

The Chiragn Tnterior states that Dr.
Tohn (1. Patton. writing from Vietoria
Auetralin, where he is apending his old
age in sending forward men and money
to his heloved work among the New He-
hrides islands, tells us that three natives
of Tana, members of the Christian com-
munity. were recently killed by the hea-
then of the interior among whom they
had gone as peace-makers. The natives
in remote districts are constantly sup-
plied bv French traders with rom and
rifles. The result is incessant inter-tribal
war. These three native Christians vol-
unteered to virit the disturbed rections
and use their influence in restoring peace.
Nevertheloss the Christians of Tana have
not renounced the task.

We witness against Christ hy onr sil-
ence when we do not c¢hampion Mis canse
of righteonsness,  Christ has  come to
right the wrongs of the world. His me-
thod is by personal effort. That was the
way in which He worked. “He gave Mis
Yife a ransom for many.” We miss the
full meaning of that sentence when we
confine it to Calvary’s sacrifice, Jesus’
whole life was a world-saving act. To
reproduce that life throughout the cen-
turies e calls Mis disciples: Go, live mv
life over again in your own life. Paul
canght it when he wrote: “For me to live
ja Christ.” The world wants no cowardly
silence in our testimony against evil and
for good. Tn every community there are
enouch Christians, if  they would only
speak out, to drive entrenched evile out
of existence. But how many allow things
to go unrebuked, which Christ would drive
out with & whip,

\

! in the world, 124,000,
000 of whom are under Christian rule or
protection. The possession of the Philip-
pines by the United States makes mis-
sions to the Mohammedans “Home Mis-
#ions,” in a literal sense. Tt is worthy
of note, however, that in nearly every
important city in the Moslem world
whose population is over 100,000 there is
a_center of Christian work in the form
‘n' printing-press, hospital, school or col-
ege.

The Grand Todge of Masone of Ken-
tucky has, hy a vote of 418 to 32 decided
that distilers and liquor sellers eannot
be received to membershin in the lodges
of the state. The few who opposed the
resolution made no nlea for the kquor
men hevond asking that aetion be post-
poned.  The Knights of Pythine Supreme
Todge has taken like action. These things
are a sign of the growing disgust of
thoughtful people for the wretched liquor
traffic and all who are in any way eon-
neeted with it,

What is claimed to he the largest lodg-
ing house in the world wae recently apen-
ed to the wokingmen of Tondon. Tt ia
known as the Peonle’s Palace. and waa
erected by the Salvation Army in the
South Bnd. at a cost of #240,000. Tt is
five stories in height. containe 287 lodg-
ing rooms, reading and social rooms, a
swimming pool and baggage mooms, At-
tached to the hotel will he a free labor
bureau for the registry of the unemployed.
a free Tegal hurenn for the proseeution of
petty casea for the noor, and a free dis
pensary. all of which are to be open
evenings,

Says the venerable Dr. Cuyler: My
Bible is all the dearer to me. not only be-
cause it has pillowed the dving heads of
my father and mother. hut hecause it haa
been the sure guide of a hundred genera-
tions of Christians before me, When the
boastful innovators offer me a new sys-
tem of belief T say to them: “The old is
better”  Twenty centuries of experience
shared by such intellects as Augustine,
Luther, Paseal, Calvin, Newton, Chalmers,
Fdwards, Wesley, and Spurgeon are not
to be shaken by the assults of men who
often contradict each other while contra-
dicting God’s truth.

Tt is Rev, Dr. Cuyler, of New York,
who says that “probably the best indi-
cation of the spiritual condition of a
church are its prayer-meetings and its con-
tribution boxes. The first one denotes
the condition of the reservoir which sup-
nlies the spiritual force, and the second
indicates the outflow of Christian benevo-
ience and of Christian activities.” Speak-
ing of the prayer meetings he mys: “After
all. the main feature of the hest prayer-
meetings is the presence and the power
of the blessed Spirit. Then every voice
in prayer, in sacred song, in exhortation
or address, hecomes but a vehicle for that
Spirit to speak through. Such prayer-
meetings do not depend on numbers to
wive them weight, or music, or eloquence
to give them attraction. Tn such meet-
ings souls are quickened, the sad are com-
forted, the weak are strengthened, and
the impenitent converted. In such meet-
ings revivals begin, or are carried for-
ward, They are the joy of every faith-
ful pastor, and the spiritual “electric
powerhouse” (if T may use this familiar
term) which propels the beneficent activ.
ities of the church, What hinders every
ax.ur!.h from having & good prayer-meet-




