“HE WHO WOULD RE

sud not belng very deeply impressed by his own resso
and lnum unnplm a8 » counterpoise he wrote n comedy, 7/
meral, or Grief & la Mode, which was very lucuu(nl

Stecle had dedicated the Christian Hero to his colonel, Lord
Catts, who appointed bim his secretary, and promised "him &
captain's comm in the volunteers. It was not lo
ever, before Blecle fmunl that in exchanging the pen lor the
sword he had made & mistake ; and he lost no time in Mllu-
fng his more oongenial pursuits, He wrote a number of fl
uluuh were very su ul ; and through the wpu

thus obtained he secured an appointment ju the Stum|
London, which he resigned on being elected mem! ver !ur
Stax kbridge. His parlinmen gareer, however, was not
brilliant, for he was expelled House for writing two
lleged libels, called respeotively Fhs E lishman, and The
C'risis, * which expulsion,” says Lord Mahon, as a flerce
and most unwarrantable streteh of party violence.”

#tecle had married a lady, who, d)mg shortly after their
marriage, left him an estate in Barbad He married again,

and his second wife (** Molly Scarlock ‘4 ui«lod to his fortune.
lm despite the care of his wife, who tried to keep a tight rein

upon him, Steele lived in the most extmvagant manner, and
was never froe from pecuniary difficultios. I(h letters to his
wife, of which four hundred’ Imw lwn reserved, show that
be was familiar with dups and Lh mmry, folly, and
repentance. As an lllun.nmn nmm his extrava-
gance brought him to, the following n nh

Steele had one day invited a number of dnumunshe-l guests
to dinner, and startled them by the profusenese of his domes-
tic arrangements, and the large number of livery servants
apparently engaged to do homour to so important n gathering,
When the wine had circulated freely, and the restraints of
sobriety had fled, one of the guests nsked somewhat anxiously
how ever he managed to maintain 8o many servants with his
small income. Steele confessed they were too numerous, and
that he had no ohjection to get rid of them, * Then why not
discharge them?™ was the reply. “Why "o
tell the truth, these fellows are all bailiffs, who have seized
upon my household goods ; and, as I could not got rid of them,
I thought I would get a little honour from their residence
here, and so decked them in livery.”

Of course the friends laughed heartily ; and, all being in a
good humour, they raised a subscription amongst themselves,
and paid the debt of their unfortunate host, and so dismissed
a large number of his unweloome retainers.

1t is also related that Addison lent Steele, on his bond, one
H;uu».upl ||mnud~; and when the time came for payment, the
bond not being repaid, an exeqution put in foree, and the
money was recovered, But Stes us pleased to say that
Addison only mlnudrl this as & friendly unnnn;. ainst his
style of living, and * taking it as he belieyed it to be meant
he met him xller\nnll with the same gatety of temper he he ad
always shown !

The accession of George 1. was a fortunate circumstance
for Steele ; for he not only received the honour of knighthood,
but was appointed to & post of some importance at Hampton
Court ; and, what was far more congenial, was appointed
Governor of the Royal Company of Comedians, And when the
Rebellion of 1716 placed n number of forfeited estates at the
disposal of the Government, Steele was appointed a m ul.rruf
the Commission for Scotland. In this eapacity, in 17 he
visited Edinburgh, and whilst there he is said on one oceasion
to have given a splendid entertainment to s multitude of \h
cayed tradesmen and beggars collected from the streets |

Steele appears to have received fair remuneration for his
literary work ; and on the publication of his Conscious
Lovers, in 1799, the kiog, to whom it was dedioated, ‘n\\c him
£900. But he was always \»our, because always lavish, schem-
ing, and unbusiness-like—but nothing could depress the olas-
ticity of his spirits.  Belng always engaged in some unsue
cessful scheme or other, and with habits both benevolent
and lavish, he wasted his regular income in anticipation of a
grenter, until absolute peouninry distress was the result
Nhortly before his death ho retired into Wales, solely for the
lvurr of retrenching his affuirs, so that he unflnv, pay his
creditors.  But it was and before he could earry his
hunm intentions into effect, death overtook him, and en-

bled by dissipation nud rxcuu he died, on Beptember 1,
n %9, &t the age of fifty

It is as a witty aud poh-lml writer that Steele is best known,
and especinlly as the originator of the Tatler, a paper in
which Addison and some of the best writers of the time re.
marked on the politios of the age ln wluuh they lived, The
Spectator and Guardian also received comtributions from
Steele's pen; and although the state of things which pro-
duced these works has 'way, yet these essays still rank
a8 4 worthy part of the -(uxd-rd Itersture of England.

ADVICE LONG REMEMBERED !

(11.)-Tue Rev. Rowranp Hiul paid a visit to an
old friend a few years before his death, who said to
lﬂl —

“Mr, Hill, it il just sixty-five years since I first heard
Y“ﬂ pmu{- and 1 83 mn,:mher your uxt and a part of yn‘m':‘

TIMON. on us that some poop @ were very lquolm 5]
lh‘mt the dellvrry of different who p

WELL,

MUST Sow

WELL.'
same Gospel. You said: * Supposing you were attending to
hear  will read where you expected o legacy to be left you,
would you employ the time when it wns reading in eritiefsing
the manner in which the lnwyer read it? No, you wor not ;
you would be giving all ear to hear if anything was left you,
and how much it was, That is the way I would advise you to
hear the Gospel."”

This was excellent advice, and was well worth re-
membering,

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC RELIEF BILL!

(13,)—A7 the time of passing the Cathulic Emancipa-
tion Bill, Lady Clerk wrote to Lord Eldon congratu
lating him upon the energetic stand he had made to
prevent the Bill becoming law, His answer was laconic,
and to the following effect :—

* Dear Molly Dacre,—1I am happy to find you approvs of my
endeavours to oppose the Oatholic Relief Bill, 1 have done what
I thovught my duty. May God forgive ma {f 1 have done wrong,
and may God forgive my opponends (if hecan). Yours affec
tionately, Broox ™

Whilst the Bill was being discussed in the House
of Commons, a *“war of petitions” went on, and
it is supposed that Lord Eldon presented in the Honse
of Lords no less than one thousand against the mea
sure; and in presenting them, he made many spoechies
to explain and enforce the sentiments of the petitione:
On one occasion he said

The petition which he presented was from the Com [nhj
o! Tu!luru at Glasgow. Lord Lyndhurst (aside, in a st
whisper, while sitting on the wool uk) ‘What! do t;.-
tailors trouble th lves about *

Eldon : * No wonder ; you can’t suppose llut tailors like hnu
couta'™ (A laugh.)

On another day, after presenting an immense num
ber of petitions, Lord Eldon said ;

‘1 now hold in my Imml my Lords, another, which I do
not know how to treat. It is & petitlon signed by a great
many ladies. I am not mrnrc whether there be any precedent
for admitting es us petitioners to your Lordships’ House ;
but I will search the Journals, and see whether they have ever
been prevented from remonstrating aguinst measures which

they consider injurious to the Constitution” Lord King:
““Will the noble and learned Earl inform the House, as it may
materially influence your lordships’ decision, whether thia
r'(l'mn expresses the sentiments of young or of old ladies ™

Lord Eldon ; ** I cannot answer the noble Lord as (o the exact
age of these petitioners ; but of this I am sure, that there are
many women, both young and old, who possess more know
ledge of the Constitution, and more common sense, than
some desoendants of Lord Chancellors” (A laugh.)

’I‘hc Lond King (nephow of John
tow his sarcasm wns applied, w descendant of the
first I‘uul King, who commenced life as an apprentice to his
father, a grocer at Exeter; and who by the force of his ahili
ties raised himself to the high position of Lord Chancellor of
Eugland. He died in the year 1784, leaving four sons, who,
singularly enough, all fuherited the title in succession.

Locks, the philosopher),

THE WRONG PERSON!

(22.)—Tae following anecdote is narrated of MApas:

that
and

in
ife

the celebrated French authoress,
work, Lord Clon

DE STAEL,
most interesting
Thiiven

“Mudame de Stael made it a poiut never to waive any of
the ceremonial which sho thought properly belonged to her
mnk. She always took care to have the guard of suthors
turned out whenever she approached a position, and never
failed to accept all the honours of lijerature. Following out
her oustom in this respect, she_had Written to announce her
approach to & poet res dent at Venfce, whose name happened

'{. identienl with that of the principal butcher of the th{‘
nv some blundering of the postal authorities Mmhma
Baronne's letter was delivered to Siguor ——, the butcher,
instend of to Signor —., the poet ; and the former, snxious
to secure so dlmngunlml a customer, carefully watched her
arrival, and lost not & minute in paying his respects to the
Baroness. She, of course, was prepared to receive the humnf-
of genius, en cour pleniere, and her friends were convened to
witness the meeting. Neither of the high saluting parties
knew the person of the other, and it was some time before
an explanstion came about, the rhh-'ulou- character of which
it is ensfer to conceive than to deseribe

Madame de Stael has been callod the greatest fumAIa
writer of all and countries. She was certainly
most distinguished for talents among the women of
her age. Surrounded by a happy, domestic circle, and
| by all, she died in Paris, in the year 1817,
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