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side, a^d b,„k charge of the fourteen young lent

d

Jneseus and his companions were led to the Idn,»'apalace, and ushered into his presence. Now ullwas a Stem and pitiless king. If Ae fl^e tZtguarded Crete was made of brass, then theCnaSwho ruled over it, might be thought to CTrtfflha^er metal in his breast, and migft haveZi ca^^aman of iron. He bent his shaggy biws upon the

tneir tresh and tender beauty, and th.ir innocentlooH wo^d have felt h=^self sitting on thornTltUhe had made every soul of them hLy by bid2'tiem go free as the summer wind But Xi • v?
gable Minos cared only te exa^t whel^he™plump enough to satisfy the Minotaur's appetite Cmy part, I wish he himself had been theS^ctS^'^^d the monster would have found him a pretty to^h

friS'w^' '^f'^''^^^ Minos called these pale,frightened youths and sobbing maidens to his footstool gave them each a poke in the „u, with Ussceptre (to try whether they were in good flesh „7„„)and d^„,ed them with a nod to his guards. B„when hu eyes rested on Theseus, the kS^ Zkedlthim mo«, attentively, because his face wa^s calm and

" ^?°^ "?":" '^^'^ ••«' ^i* his ster« voice. " arejc not appauea at the certainty of being devoured L-vthis terrible Minotaur ? "
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