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he preaent century, particnlarlj the latter half of it, J especiallr
odied for the wonderful progreM whiol| has been made iin solentiflo
knbwledpe. None oAhe nraltB are of more practieiil importanoe than
thd developments which have Ukcn place in the facilities for trans-
pottatinn, and for the transmission of power over long distances.

/
^he direct outcome has been a ooatinuallj growing tendency

toirards centralization in m(yt. industrial operations; which, in torn
bajs resulted in an increase in the number of people living in towns
quite out of propdrtion to the totaf growth of the population. For
lutance, in the year 1V9O there were bilk three towns in the
United Sutes with populations of 8,000 and drer; and these com-
Wsed less than 4 jmr cefat. of the whole number of inhabitants. In
W80 there were 286 such towns ; ten yean later the number had
idoreaard to 448, and these included abo»t 30 per cent of the tota
pppulation. A^in, in 1840, there were only three cities with
populaUons as great as 100,000; in 1890 there were 30 ; while nt the
preaent time almost half the people in the ooontij live in placet with
populations of at least 1,000. - *

These am figures which apply to the country at Urge. In eertafn
distriets, however, the percentages' are much higher. For example b
the State of New Jersey, 62 per cent, of the. people live In places 6f
8,000 or over, in ConnGeiieut 64 per oent., in New York 60 per omt.
and w Maiaw)hosat(s 70 per cont. The last State, #ith a total popu-'
IstfaM of abovlpillions, baa 40 oitiai of 10,000 and over, and » • f
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