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-b« forglvin, uimI il.ut tlu- IVsi.l.Muv will hiuV you nuKoii mn

without hope. For though rcpentaiico deferred to the hut

ga»p b« a mont dUcouragiiig thing, himI a tick bed or the

Ume of Gpd'i viMtutiou not a fit hour for making our peace

with our Iledeemcr—yeicven then, blewed be our Father in

heiven, the door i« not absolutely itliut, nor iit repentance

forjiidden—nay it is not even at such a time unlawful, nor does

thilfute period make it insincere, although our sin has been

grievously aggravated by dehiy, and it may seem to others as

well as to ourselvcM, not a little suspicious. The Prodigal

never thought of returning to his Father till he was ready to

)>ert8h. And Christ seems torebtc the jmrable to meet among

others, such cabca as must frequently happen in times of pea-

tilence, that He may touch with hope the hearts of the greatest
^

tinners, and make them aware that He will receive them,

however late, and by whatever necessity or distress they are

driven to Him, and that if they come with faithfulness of
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