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^Wt trace ftccurately the nexus between ceuee mid

ct wl^iout ending in « first cause, that is sii uncausetl cause.

xvhich W.18 not an effect This in truth is the idea thst

if necessarily involved in cunsation ami any other view would

'" iivolve the denial of ciuisation alioKether. It has lieen Homo-

tiinort suggested that there might be an in6nite series of causes

and effects. But that is almurd. for it 8up|K)8e8 an ininite

chain iua«le up of flnite links which is an impossibility. And

HiH'li a Hcrijjs of cau<eH an«l effects is utterly inconceivable, be-

cause, in that case, there would bo no true cause nt all. Wol-

biMtoii ad.»*|it€d an iiluHlratiou, which puts thin in u very cl«»r

lijht Suppose an infinite numVwr of links in a chain »UR|)en«l-

edfnmitVsky. The question immediately occui-s—lVy wlutt-

power is this chain held up? Antl to say that each lin < sup-

IHirts the other will- not satisfy the re«iuiremenla of the mind.

Iwcause we shall want to know what supports the wholes ch»fin#

Thia|deuiand Hows naturally from the laws of thauglit, and th«

,

•luestion that it asks nwst be answered. The true idea of a

cause, as it shapes itself in the human mind is, as Dr. Clarke has

ably shown : First, that it pauses s«>mething else ; and, second.

'«
that it is itself tincause<l. In a series of causes and effects, any

"one may be a provisional cau8e^but not a real one. In follow-

inu out this process «f thought, we must necessarily, in the end»

reach an uncaused cause, and this must be capable of producing

the various effects which we observe. Nqw, w<i all knaw this

must be discovered in a self-existent Bemg or nowhere. Even

Herbert Spettcer. the Corypheus of nuxlern sceptical philosophy,

admits that the doctrine of causation lea«l8 to a first cause. In

his " FiiTjt Principles" he renmrks: " We cannot think at all

about the iuipressionB which the external world produces on ns

without thinking of tlwm as caused; and we cannot carry out

an inquiry concerning their causation without inevitably com-

mitting ourselves to the hypothesis of a first cause."*

VI- The Force Behind Nature Ori(;inatk8 in^ Mind.

% Motion is now held to be caused by force, and all the mani-

festations of force in the material universe arej resolvable into
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*Ught in the Cloud, by the sanie author, pp. la
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