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8 PREFACE

of economy and morality, when the material point

of view is all that b i can see ? For all questions of

morality must necessaril^' depend, as long ago Plato

pointed out—upon a belief in something which we

cannot touch or see. Oiherwise morality has no sig-

nificance and no meaning, except that of expediency.

If, when our body dies, our personality stops, then

I can see no logical reason whatever for trying to be

good. To get all this life in itself has to offer by means

oi any sort—provided they do not entail personal

discomfort—is the logical philosophy of the materialist.

Yet the materialist, at the same time, is very fre-

quently an honest and good-Uving man. This is not

because he is a materialist, for there is no reason

for being honest, unless one is found out in one's

dishonesty, but because there is implanted within

that soul which he denies a spark of the Divine Fire.

Of course, amongst thinking and really educated

men and women materialism is as out-moded as the

bow and arrow in modem warfare, yet the majority

of people do not think very much, nor are they well

educated.

This story is an endeavour to point out that people

who assert nowadays that Matthew Arnold's dogma,

" miracles do not happen," are hopelessly out of the

run of modem thought.

Men like Sir Oliver Lodge are laboriously discover-


