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THE LIFE AND GENIUS OF

grower (a business in which Essex County people

have always taken an active interest), and was

one of the founders of the Massachusetts Horti-

cultural Society. The Mannings were always

respected in Salem, although they never came

to affluent circumstances, nor did they own a

house about the city common. Robert Manning,

Jr was Secretary of the Horticultural Society

in Boston for a long term of years, a pleasant,

kindly man. with an aspect of general culture.

Hawthorne's maternal grandmother was Minam

Lord, of Ipswich, and his paternal grandmother

was Rachel Phelps, of Salem. His father was

only thirty-three when he died at Sunnam.

In regard to the family name, there are at

present Hawthomes and Hathomes in England,

and although the two names may have been

identical originally, they have long since become

as distinct as Smith and Smythe I have dis-

covered only two instances in which the tiret

William Hathome wrote his own name, and in the

various documents at the State House m which

it appears written by others, it is vanously

spelled Hathorn. Hathome, Hawthorn, Hay-

thome, and Harthome,-from which we can only

conclude that the a was pronounced broadly.

It was not until the reign of Queen Anne,

when books first became cheap and popular,

that there was any decided spelling of either

proper or common names. Then the pnnters

took the matter into their own hands and made

witch-work enough of it. The word ' sovereign

for instance, wnich is derived from the old
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