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"I mean to take this down and ask gnmdma to

show me how it's done. I've heard her tell about

spinning and weaving when she was a girl, and I know
I can learn," said Minnie, who had fallen in love with

the little wheel, and vaiuly tried to twist the flax into

as smooth a thread as the one hanging from the distaff,

as if shadowy fingers had lately spun it

" Qaeen Victoria set the fashion in England, and we
might do it here. Would n't it be fun to have a wheel
in the parlor at home, and really use it ; not keep it

tied up with blue ribbons, as the other girls do I"

cried Lotty, charmed with the new idea.

" Come, Geoff, take it down for us. You ought to

do it out of gratitude for my cheering you up so

nicely," said Min, leading the way.
" So I will Here, Walt, give it a hoist, and come

behind to pick up the pieces, for the old machine must
be about a hundred, I guess."

Shouldering the wheel, GeoflF carried it down; but
no bits fell by the way, for the stout little wheel was
all in order, kept so by loving hands that for more
than eighty years had been spinning the mingled
thread of a long and useful life.

Glorious fires were roaring up the wide chimneys in

parlor and keeping-room, and old and young were
gathering around them, while the storm beat on the
window-panes, and the wintry wind howled as if angry
at being shut out.

"See what we've stolen, grandmr ' cried Min, as

the procession came in, rosy, dusty, g aid eager.

" Bless the child ! What possessed you to lug that


