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the gods. But most splendid of all are one huiidrcHl

columns; walls and colonnades alike are made of
l*hrygian marble.'* From the inscription i»n the
Gymnasium of Smyrna we learn thnt besides the
large numlK-rs of other precious marbles, Ifadrian
gave eight hundred and two colunms of Synnudian.-

It wa« evidently a favourite marble of thisKmpror's,
who also employe<l it in the ornamentation of his own
mausoleum. Blocks bearing tl»e dates a.u. 150 and Ui\
have been found, and the (juarries remained ojk'u for

a long priod following this time. Tiider (onstan-
tine this, with other marbles, abandone<l the roml to
Home for that of Constantinopl nd was emplovefl
to decorate the new seat of the Kmpire.

?ilentiarius, in describing the marbles of SuinL
Sophia, says: 'But what nam is there filled with the
ringing poetry of Homer to celebrate fitly the tields

of marble coUec^'xl around the huge walls of the
lofly Temple and the broad pavement ? ^V here the
steel of the lapidary's graver has carveil the green
surfaces of Car^stiaii and has incised the blue of
the Phrygian variegatetl marble . . . the latter

glows softly with a lustre at once pure purple and
silvery."*

'

Hamilton, who visited the quarries in 1835, de-

scribes them as follows: 'The Synnadian (juar-ies

are near Eski-Kara-Hissar. Before reaching ttiem

their existence was pointed out by a hundred little

mounds or monticules of chippings from the extracte<l

blocks, as well as surrounuing the entrance to the
principal open quarry. This has been worked hori-

zontally into the hill, the sides of which are ci»t

away perpendicularly to a very great heiglit, for

those splendid columns which were to gratify the

' Pnusanias, op. nt.., Jffuvt, Rook 1. ' Bruzza, op. n(,
' P. Silentiarius, op. dt.
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