
THE SILENT WITNESS

yean lud el«p«d, sdled for his old Australian home, to
find his son. Arriving there, he learned that his son, while
punning his studies in EngUnd, had obtained information
of the will made in his Cither's &vor, and learning facts
which led him to believe that the will was still in existence
and in the possession of his father's younger brother, had,
with the advice of his London attorneys, gone to America,
and was then in his uncle's employ for the purpose of
secunng proof regarding the will, and, if possible, posses-
sion of the will itself. Upon learning these fects, my
brother had immediately proceeded to London and to
Barton & Barton, his son's attorneys, who, upon his arrival
there, informed him of his son's success up to that time
and also notified him that his brother was about to cele-
brate his approaching fiftieth birthday by naming the son
of Ralph Mainwaring,as his heir, Ralph Mainwaring and
6mily having just sailed to America for that purpose. My
brother then took the iint steamer for America, arriving
only two days later than Ralph Mainwaring. Though
unable to obtain an interview with me at once, as he had
intended, he had succeeded in catching sight of me, in order
to assure himself that the marked resemblance between us
still existed, and, to emphasize that resemblance, he then
s.aved and had his hair cut in the same style in which I
wore mine, so as to render the likeness the more striking
and inisputable when he should announce him.self to me.
"His existence and return he wished kept secret from

his son until the successful consummation of his plans, but
he wrote the letter as an explanation in case there should
be any unforeseen termination. The letter was overflowing
with a father's love and pride ; his allusion to the difficulty
with which he had restrained his feelings when he found
himself face to face with his son on ihe afternoon of his
call, being especially touching. Ihe perusal of that letter
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