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example, let us point out that the total
electrical capacity generated by the
CANDU reactors in Canada as of 1983
will be about 15,000 megawatts; the Bruce
power-station in Ontario will itself gen-
erate 6,000 megawatts when it is com-
pleted in 1982. A simple calculation shows
that, if Canada wanted to process the
irradiated materials in the reactors with
the appropriate chemicals, it could isolate
enough plutonium to make hundreds of
bombs of about 20 kilotons each!

For that matter — and to take only
one example — how many bombs could
Argentina produce if it decided to use
for military purposes the 600-megawatt
CANDU reactor that will be operational
in Rio Tercero in 19817 On the basis of the
above figures, that country could produce
at least 12 atomic bombs in 1982, could
have accumulated a good 60 by 1987 and
over 100 by the beginning of the 1990s.
However, Argentina does not yet have a
chemical-processing plant with which to
enrich the isotopic content of plutonium
939 and we are justified in wondering
whether it is realistic to put the question
in these terms. To be able to answer, we
must study somewhat more closely the
non-proliferation treaty and the conditions
imposed by Canada in its nuclear-assist-
ance program.

Non-proliferation treaty
The chief obligations accepted by those
countries that have subscribed to the
non-proliferation treaty of 1968 can easily
be summarized. The nuclear states under-
took not to do what they never intended
to do anyway — that is, to supply atomic
weapons to anyone, directly or indirectly,
or in any way. The non-nuclear states
undertook not to acquire any, or even to
seek to acquire them, directly or indirectly
or in any way. Lastly, the non-nuclear
states party to the treaty undertook to
conclude an agreement with the TAEA
(International Atomic Energy Agency) in
Vienna that the entire development of
their nuclear programs would be subject to
Agency safeguards.

Canada has 'dlways seen this treaty

as the best instrument of control yet

available — in the absence of a stricter and
more comprehensive agreement, or of
general disarmament — for preventing the
proliferation of nuclear weapons. Let us
make clear, however — and Canada readily
acknowledges it —, that this treaty is valid
only to the extent that the voluntary as-
sent of the subscribing states can be relied

No atomic weapons
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