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(4). It would be impossible to take the actiem
contemplated in (2) above without the kuwlouo of Italy,
It would therefore be advisable to make an informal ap-
proach to the Italian Government in order to explain teo
them precisely what the French and United Kingdom Goveran-
ments have in mind and to ascertain their reactioms before
initiating action on the lines contemplated, This informal
approach should be made forthwith by His Majesty's Ambassader
at Rome to Count Cieme. He would emphasize the preparatory
and doroui.n. character of the steps propesed.

(5). Pending the result of this apprédch no fresh
staff conversations should be imitiated with the Balkan powers
but this should net pmt the French General Staff from con-
tinuing any normal Mr Omunm alruly in progress.

(6). It would be appropriate to initiate diplomatiec
action in Balkan oapitals through the Turkish Government.
The first step shéuld therefore be to enlist the cooperation
of that Goverhent. In this connection the Council took note
that the mu-i Secretary Genmeral was to have a discussion
with His Ma jesty's iiiilt.r at Sofis on his return journey
to Angora and that this would form a convenient opportunity
for considering what further diplematic action could be taken
in th" Balkan Capitals to build up a common Balkan front and
that results of this discussion would be communicated to the |
Prench Government as early as pouibio.
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