D|d summer
actually

Rev. K. Schuessler

I'm suffering. ad

I'm suffermg because
summer’s over.< <

And it pains me. When did”
it begin? .. ..

I waited through months
and menths of bleak winter. I
longed for warmth and heat.
The unbridled life.* The
relaxed life. Unobligated.
Released. Unfettered. Free.

1 waited for you so long,
summer. And it seems as if
I'm gtill waiting. Or am &4

Did summer actually
come? Did you slip in and out
so cooly that I never felt you
touch me? Did I sleep you all
away on those cool nights?

Or did you come at all?
Maybe I've been dreaming.
Or kidding myself. Summer!
Where are you? Let me sink
my teeth into you!

Or did I? Did I really enjoy
you? Maybe I lost myself in

* you so completely that I

come?

never bothered to count your
days and your blessings.

Maybe I took you for
granted. I forgot you only
stay a short time. In my bliss
I “thought you'd stay on
forever.

But the calendar just told
me something quite dif-
ferent. I've ticked off the
sixty-two days of July and
August And September s

summer’s pleasures. Byt
when Octobggeomes, I
the extension of summerf
is over.
I'm headed into tbe
~0Of lifé-t0o. And, 1 must
shoulder autumn’s
responsibilities. And get
ready for another ,winter.
Put back on the harness.
Take up the load. Get started
again. Into steady paces and
smooth strides.

I live with autumn’s doubts
and fears. Are the best days
gone? way far behind? Have
the summers of my life
slipped by? uncounted?
unnoticed? unrewarded?
Have I walked through them
without realizing that I will
never walk through them
again? They are done. Never
to be undone.

1 like though with
autumn’s joy. I see her
changing colors. And watch
the summer’s all' pervasive

green mellow into rich golds
and reds and oranges. I see
more hues and shades, More
nuances. I feel maturity.
Strength. Calm.

I absorb autumn’s depth.
Her richness and subtle
beauty.

I take courage from her
regularity and predic-
tability. I become secure
when I watch her prepare for
winter's blasts. How she
deepens her roots and sheds
‘her excess baggage of
leaves. How she prepares to
idle through for the winter.
How she cozies up to.winter

S0 come on in, autumn.
And winter too, Come right
on ahead. I'm holding on—
moving right ahead with
you. Moving right into
winter’s blast.

And like you I'll survive.

I'll live. ’

Again.

In luxuriant w
Christmas tree

sought by
residents

With Christmas coming up
residents of Gatliff
Court have asked
Mississauga council to assist
them in putting a Christmas
display on the middle of the
Court for the first time in six
years. They have asked for a
seven-foot tree which they
will decorate themselves.

“Members of }heWoo(ktock Chorllierl wﬂl sing at Erlldale Ullted Church Oct 17.

Woodstock Choraliers will
appear at Erindale United

The 11 a.m. service at
Erindale United Church Oct.
17, will be devoted entirely to
a special musical presen-
tation by the celebrated
Woodstock Choralaired
under the direction of Dr.
Norman Burt-Gerrans.

The presentation will be a
45-minute compilation of
music forming a musical
version of the Life of Christ.
The same performance was
given in February of 1970 at
St. David’s United Church in
Woodstock. Included in the
program will be the inspiring

Russian Orthodox hymn,
Hospodi Pomilui, which will
be sung in the narthex after
the recessional postlude.
The men of the group will
be dressed - in their
traditional red jackets and
black pants forming a
colourful background for the
ladies who will be wearing
long white evening gowns.
After the church service
the Choralaires will be
luncheon guests of Erindale
United Church’s senior choir
before leaving for a second
engagement for the
Bramalea Baptist Church in

the auditorium of Bramalea
Secondary School.

The group consists of some
55 experienced singers
representing all the voice
ranges of the musical scale.
The members represent all
major Christian
denominations, many
vocations and' nationalities,
and a wide age spread from
late ‘‘teens” to early
‘“seventies.” Some family
units are included in the
membership. At present
there are waiting lists for
auditions for all voice ranges
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