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Harbinger is York University’s peer 
counselling and referral service. 
Drop in at 214 Vanier residence or 
phone 667-3059-3632. Open 10- 
6, Monday to Friday.

Harbinger’s column

Rape Crisis Centre receives 400 calls a day
need, and that’s why we have the following them or they’re having 
Rape Crisis Centre.

It’s staffed mainly by volunteers that a rape is imminent and they 
though we have a few full-time staff want advice,
members. The 45 volunteers who Only a third of our clients go to the
man the telephones also do face to police. Though we don’t press them

to go to the police, we don’t 
discourage them either. Our feeling 

The most important part of our is that rape is already a coercive
operation is the crisis centre that is experience, an experience of being
open 24 hours a day so that there’s forced to do something. We’re not 
always someone there to speak to a going to force that women to do 
rape victim. We get about 400 calls anything that she doesn’t want to 
a day and those aren’t all calls from do. What we will do is outline the
women who have been recently pros and cons of the situation. What 
raped, as I was saying before. Some we do point out is that if she does go
of them are not rapes, they are to the police, there’s a chance that 
indecent assaults. Sometimes they the man will be caught, there’s a 
are calls from women who feel they chance that he will be convicted, 
are being threatened, somebody’s that he won’t be around to harass

■■ her and that he won’t be around to 
FI attack other women.
■9 On the other hand, we make it 

very clear to her what’s in store for 
■I her if she does report her rape to the 
tjfll police.
HI It’s a very long process. It can 

take up to a year before a case 
actually goes to trial. She’ll have to 
go immediately to a hospital. She

Last week, Harbinger, the York 
Women's Centre and the Women's 
Workshop (CDC) sponsored a film 
about rape called "Not a Pretty Pic
ture." In the panel discussion that 
followed, llene Bell from the Rape 
Crisis Centre in Toronto talked 
about the reasons for the centre 
and how it works. The following is 
an excerpt from Ms. Bell's speech.

A woman who has been raped is 
put in a very precarious position. 
Rape is a crisis just like many 
others but with a difference in how 
it is treated and resolved. Many 
women never mention the fact that 
they’ve been raped because many 
think that their reputations will be 
destroyed. They don’t get the 
counselling nor the legal aid they

won’t have any time to change her frightened that she was ready to 
clothes, or take a bath or anything take a bus out to Saskatoon and 
like that. After that, she’ll be taken never be heard from again. So we 
to the police station and questioned sent down a couple of case workers 
for four to five hours. She has to be who explained the situation to the 
prepared to go through that. She crown attorney, 
has to know what’s in store for her.
And if she decides to go through she was able to go through with the 
with it, we will send someone with courtroom ordeal. That’s a really 
her. We send one or two volunteers important part of what we do. 
who go with her to the hospital and 
the police and will stay with her changing people’s attitudes about 
through the whole process. And rape and about women who have 
that’s a very important factor in been raped. That is the whole other 
persuading quite a number of side of our programme, - corn- 
women to go through with this. It’s munity education. We talk to 
a very frightening experience to be groups at universités and we go out 
the main witness in a rape trial.

problems with someone and think

face counselling. In the end, he did speak to her and
400 CALLS A DAY

We’re also very concerned about

speaking to high schools and nurses 
We had a call from a woman a in hospitals, trying to teach them 

few months ago who had been wait- how to deal with a victim when 
ing for four days in the witness she’s brought into the emergency 
room who had no idea of when she room. And right now, we’re starting 
was going to be called up to the a project to educate the police, 
witness stand. We’re going to be sending people

The crown attorney hadn’t come out to the various police divisions, 
in to talk to her because he hadn’t talking to the officers, the ordinary 
seen fit to relay information about cops on the street and the detec- 
the kinds of questions he was going lives, trying to make them un
to ask her on the stand. She didn’t derstand the trauma a woman goes 
even know who he was. She was so through after she has been raped.
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Panelists Lorenne Clark from U of T, Barbara Richmond from the Kingston 
Women's Centre and llene Bell from the Toronto Rape Crisis Centre 
discuss and explain what a woman experiences after she has been raped.

York University
Master of Fine Arts Program

Applications are invited to the Master of 
Fine Arts Program in Visual Arts, Dance, 
Theatre*, Film*, and Music* for the academic 
year beginning September 1977. Application 
deadline is March 15, 1977.

’Subject to final approval.

For further information and brochure write to:

Graduate Admissions Officer
Faculty of Graduate Studies
York University, 4700 Keele Street
Downsview, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3
or call 416-667-2426

Benefit Concert for Israel
with

Safam
(moustache)

‘Boston’s highly acclaimed folk-rock group’

andSMALLEST WITH THE BIGGEST BARGAINS
MANY BRAND NAMES
SPEAKERS RECEIVERS 

BETTER
AVERAGE SAVINGS 

YOU
BUY OR RENT. ^^H

The Rinah Chorale of Toronto
Ben Steinberg 

conductor

and

Bat Sheva

March 12 at 8 p.m. 
at Burton Auditorium 
York University 
4700 Keele Street 
Downsview

Donations: $5.00 
All proceeds to 
Student CHAI Campaign 
affiliated with the U.J.A.

At The Consumer Stereo Warehouse 
We serve our mail order customers from coast to coast with brand name 
equipment at low prices. We also have a small showroom so you can 
listen to some of the more popular brand names we stock. If we don't 
have what you want in stock our prices will make a small delay 
worthwhile.

Open weekdays 10 a m. - 8 p.m. — Saturdays 10 a m. 6 p.m.
CALL NOW 481 0123

CONSUMER STEREO WAREHOUSE
3406 Yonge Street (at Melrose)

South of the 40* by 1 mile

Tickets Available at : 
Jewish Student Federation 
S101 Ross Building 
York University

Hillel Foundation 
186 St. George Street 
Toronto

Negev Bookstore 
3509 Bathurst Street 
Toronto


