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Government report is 
a clear and present 
danger to students
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tilWednesday, hundreds of students will crowd into the U. of 
T.’s Convocation Hall to give voice to their protests of the On­
tario government’s Henderson report, which is a clear and 
present danger to«qual-access education.

The report of the Special Program Review, tabled back on 
November 20, has been lying dormant ever since. But it is far 
from extinct.

The controversial report called for 65 per cent tuition in­
creases over the next three or four years, catapulting tuitions 
over the magic $1,000 plateau.

The report marked a milestone in provincial politics, for 
here was a committee of six influential personalities advocating 
a return to the good old days of “you get what you pay for”. 
While the inflated tuitions would only account for ap­
proximately 28 per cent of the total post-secondary education 1 
budget, at a time when part-time and summer jobs are scarce i 
and expenses are skyrocketing at breakneck pace, students will i 
find it more difficult to meet the increased tuitions, than ever I 
before. t
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Adding to the harrowing prospects, the government, should 

it endorse the report, will make it more difficult to obtain aid. 
By increasing the loan portion and lowering the grant portion of 
OSAP, Davis will in effect be telling students that they can go to 
university, only if they are willing to dig themselves into 
financial hole.

It’s the old one-two punch against mass education, 
delivered by that consummate reverse-field politician, Bill 
Davis. It was Davis, when he was Education minister for the 
Robarts government, who blazed the Ontario trail towards 
mass education.

Luckily, university students seem to have received a respite 
from the future.

The timing of the report, as far as the government was con­
cerned, was disastrous. The report, controversial by its very 
conservativism, was completed after an election which saw the 
province swing decidedly to the left. The Conservatives are in 
the position of having to establish some kind of propinquity of 
thought with either the Liberals or NDP in order to stave off 
another election. Hence the government procrastination after 
the Henderson report. Still reeling from the last election, the 
Conservatives are not emotionally ready for another.

For these reasons, Wednesday’s Convocation Hall rally to 
protest the recommendations of the Henderson report couldn’t 
have come at a more propitious time. A significant turnout may 
just be the scare the Davis government needs to make it play it 
safe and leave the Henderson report where it belongs — buried.
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Item: Students from across Ontario assemble to protest the government's Hendersoni report.2SX ■. i# Who Is being an entrepreneur?m>À
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