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Canadian aid for Fl Salvador

by Randall Sommerfield
reprinted from The Gauntlet

In an effort to alleviate the
desperate conditions under which
hundreds of thousands of El
Salvador’s desplazados. or dis-
placed persons. live, Salvadoran
refugee communities across North
America have banded together in
an unprecedented show of soli-
darity to organize a massive cara-
van of aid to that war-torn Central
American country.

Fifteen trucks loaded with food,
medicines. tools. and clothing de-
parted from nine major U.S. citics
last week and will converge in
San Antonio, Texas, later this
week. From there they will be
joined by a truck from Western
Canada which left Vancouver on
February 25.

According to Erick Guevara. a
caravan organizer and represent-
ative of the Oscar Arnulfo Romero
Central Ametican Refugee Com-
munity here in Calgary. Western
Canadians donated ncarly two
tons of food and medicines to the
aid effort.

The caravan is expected to
arrive in the Salvadoran capital
of San Salvador in the middle of
March where it will be met by
representatives from various
church organizations, the Nation-
al Federation of Salvadoran Work-
ers’ Union (FENASTRAS). the
National Union of Earthquake

Workers' Union (UN

DES). iand

the Committee of Mothers and
Relatives of Political Prisoners,
Disappeared and Assassinated of
ElSalvador (COMADRES). Dis-
tribution of the aid will be over-
seen by teams of volunteer work-
ers from these organizations and
will be primarily directed towards
the poorest of the cstimated
500.000 desplazados living in the
crowded refugee camps and shan-
ty towns around San Salvador.

As well, a portion of the aid
has been designated for a number
of new resettlement communities
in _the northern provinces of
Chalatenango and Copapavo.
These communities of repatriated
Salvadoran refugees, who have
recently returned from neighbor-
ing Honduras where they fled in
the carly 1980’s to escape a brutal
counter-insurgency campaign by
the Salvadoran Armed Forces,
are facing severe shortages of
food. medicine, and basic tools
needed for construction and farm-
ing. Government troops also con-
tinue to harass the campesinos
(peasants) living in these repopu-
lated communities. despite strong
international pressure from church
and other aid organizations to
end the repression.

The caravan aid is expected to
contribute urgently needed sup-

plics to the repopulated communi-
ties as the former refugees make
an effort to rebuild their lives in
the face of the ongoing civil war
which has alrcady claimed more

than 70.000 victims  most of
them civilians. With the arrival
of the caravan, timed to occur
just days before the scheduled
March 19 elections, there is inter-
national attention once again
focused on this tiny violence-
wracked Central American nation.
Organizers hope that the aid will
reach its intended recipients with
a minimum of interfercnce from
government and military authori-
ties who in the past have dem-
onstrated considerable reluctance

Managing the Stress of Iliness

“Will illness run vour life, or
will you run your illness?”

The University of Alberta
Faculty of Extension is present-
ing a workshop entitled “Man-
aging the Stress of Hiness” from
April 14-16, 1989.

Nurturing Self-Esteem in Self
and Others . :
The University of Alberta
Faculty of Extension is offering
a weekend workshop on “Nur-
turing Self-Esteem in Self and
Others” on April 14-16, 1989.
This workshop is a personal
experience at a beginning level.
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Unlimited mileage and

The moment you own a Canrail-
pass is the moment you own the

CANRAILPASS

Unlimited train travel in Canada

for the unlimited imagination.

There's never been a % . T N
better time to see Canadaby  ° : ‘

train. Now, with VIA Rail’s new
Canrailpass, you can travel coast-
to-coast or by region for one great
price. It's your passport to seeing
Canada in the most affordable
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VIA trains
CcOover our country

VIA Rail has over 18,500 kilo-
metres of track. Our trains stop in
over 416 Canadian communities.
It's a rail network that covers the
country as only the train can.

The romance of
train travel

Your vacation begins the
moment you board our trains.
Friendly service, freedom to move

country. You may travel anywhere : i .
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FREE CANADIAN HOSTELLING WESTERN $169 N/A $5/day For complete details, call your

ASSOC. MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED*

*Pass must be purchased between March 15t and June 30, 1989.
Membership card to be picked up ot CHA Olffices in Canoda.

travel agent or VIA Rail.

®

fake the train. There’s nothing quite like it!




