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Alberta Ballet Company celebrating

by Suzette C. Chan

When people talk about the Alberta Ballet
Company, they talk about a bright, young,
up-and-coming ballet corps. But the ABC
has had an eventful history — it marks its 20th
anniversary next year.

The man who helped the company to its
current plateau from a miniscule organi-
zation nine years ago hopes to supervise it
to its growth as Canada’s fourth national
ballet company.

Brydon Paige was hired as artistic director
of the ABC in 1976 after he helped found and
direct Les Grands Ballets Canadiens.
“When | came to Alberta, there was little or
no administrative or technical staff,” says
Paige. “All that existed at the time was the
founder (Ruth Carse) who had turped the
directorship over to someone else for one
year; there were dancers with contracts and
a general manager to take care of business.”

While Paige’s main job is to take care of
artistic development, he took great care in
developing an administrative support staff to
help promote the company and ease growth
and expansion.

“It took a long time to build up the
administration to what it is now. There’s a
strong board and strong support in each city
(the company splits time between Edmonton
and Calgary). These have helped enormously
to support the artistic side.” ;

As his company grew, Paige saw its
audiences grow.

“When | came to Edmonton, we per-
formed at the Citadel to an average audience
of 400 to 500. Now, for our repertories we
have between 1,500 and 1,800. When we
perform full productions like the Nutcracker
and Cinderella, the houses are generally full.

The company now performs at the Jubilee
Auditorium when it is in Edmonton.

Paige also observes a wide range of the
type of people seeing ballet.

“When we opened Coppelia in Lethbridge
recently, there was a preview performance
for people associated with a meat-packing
company. Most of them had never seen
ballet before and they were bowled over.”

and transportation concerns.

Union.

Paige feels that proficiency in classical
ballet and the ballet’s size are the company’s
strongest points. “The dancers get an oppor-
tunity to perform a wider range of roles,” he
says. Thus, Coppelia is a natural choice to
close out the ABC season.

Considered the greatest comedic ballet of
all time, Coppelia, according to the late,
great choreographer George Balanchine,
tells the story of Franz, who is fascinated with
a “beautiful, lifeless doll, whose quiet,
mechanical beauty contrasts with the charm-
ing liveliness of the real-life heroine (Swan-
ilda).” In the end, Franz realizes the doll is no
substitute for Swanilda and the story ends
happily.

“There’s a great deal of pantomime, which
can be obscure and unclear to some audi-
ences,” says Paige, who choreographed the
production Edmonton audiences will sée
next week. “I'm happy to see the dancers
react to pantomime and try to bring out the
humour (in the piece). For the leading roles,
there’s an opportunity for acting. Those
playing Dr. Coppelius, Franz and Swanilda
must all act very much as well as dance.”

Paige says he has much faith in the future
of the company and was encouraged by a
successful debut in Toronto. “We were quite
unknown so there was a great deal of
curiosity,” he said. “They (audiences and
critics) were pleasantly surprised. | was told
many times it was the warmest reception for
a visiting dance company in a long time.”

Paige believes the ABC will “eventually”
join the ranks of the major national ballet
companies, the National Ballet of Canada,
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet and Les Grands
Ballets Canadiens, but seems more motivated
to build an exciting, individual company
than a copy of the larger ones.

“People are always asking if we’re trying to
be one (of the national companies),” said
Paige, “but we’re trying to be ourselves. It’s
hard to pin down a company’s image,
particularly when you’re very close to the
image. The Toronto experience showed to
all of us that this company has a wonderful
future as a very vital, interesting company.”
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STUDENTS’ UNION
INVOLVEMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

HOUSING AND TRANSPORT COMMISSION

® requires 1 student-at-large member

The Housing and Transport Commission:
® Makes policy recommendations to Students’ Council concerning housing

® |s responsible for the preparation and maintenance of a long-range plan of
housing and transportation for the students at the U of A by the Students’

twenty yeaf's

Mini Storage is the answer!

e Safe Dry Storage
® 24 Hour On-site Security
e 7 Sizes to Choose From

STUDENT SPECIAL
10% Discount
April 15 - Sept. 15

17204-105 Ave.

25 to 300 sq. ft. or larger

¢ No in and out charges
e Month to Month Lease
° Multi-use

o-It Edmonton

a Ltd.

U-St

483-0344

® Works with the various student residences on issues of concern.
® Investigates development and zoning plans for the University area.

RECREATIONAL USE OF “PHYSICAL EDUCATION
AND RECREATION CENTRE” COMMITTEE

ALSO, AN INTERVIEW

WITH THE GAFFERS, THE

KEY GRIPS, AND THE

BEST BOYS. WHRTEVER
THEY ARE'!
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TONIGHT, WE'VE 60T AN

EXCLUSIVE PREVIEW OF

STEVEN SPIELBERG'S
LATEST OPUS,

(a Standing Commiittee of the University’s Vice-President (Facilities and Services) "TAWS FOUR. " o'-,{q ?ggq‘ﬁ‘""
@ requires 2 student-at-large members / "; %GfOng'gﬁT
Purpose of the Committee: : WE'VE GOT i f‘é’,&".‘g SS}S"K
® To review recreational needs of the students and staff as they affect the a INDEPTH INTERVIEWS v SERIES OR
. : X ; 2 : D WITH THE D/IRECTOR . 7, SOMETHING.

scheduling of free time in the Physical Education and Recreation Centre. s THE WRITERS., AND .

® To establish policy as to the Centre’s use during the periods not scheduled
for regular classes.
® Meets at the call of the Chair.

TERM OF OFFICE FOR ALL POSITIONS:
1 May 1985 to 30 April 1986

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

OMBUDSPERSON

The Student Ombudservice is the Students’ Union office that represents and
advises students on academic appeals, grievances, and complaints against the
Students’ Union. The Ombudsperson must be familiar with the appeal process
and the workings of the Students’ Union.

Remuneration: $300 per month
Term of Office: 1 May 1985 to 30 April 1986
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: 19 April 1985

For Applications/Information, contact the Students’ Union Executive Offices,
Room 259 SUB, 432-4236.

THE §74ARS/

BOY, A GUY
COULD pROWN
WAITING FOR
\ YOU "ENTERTAIN-
MENT TONIGHT "

PEOPLE !

COMIC BOOK
AVAILABLE AT...

STARBASE 12

10627-101 St.
(one block south of THE BRICK!)
Phone 429-4622
Comic Hotline: 429-4845

Also carrying Star Trek & Dr. Who
memorabilia, Dungeons & Dragons, Wargames
& Miniatures and Bloom County T-shirts.
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