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M~ UCH regret is being expressed in
England becauise of the an-

nounced retirement of Miss Helen
M\athers, who ini private life is kno\vn
as NMrs. Henry Reeves. Miss Mathiers
hias been writing for thirty-four years
and twenty novels stand to her credit.
fier best kuown wsork of course is
"Coin' Thro' the Rye," a book to

wýhose phenomenal popularity no less
a person that Mr. James Hardy paid
the comiiplimenit that Nvhcrcver hc
went he was sure of finding it and
the Bible. "Corni' Thro' the Rye"
was composed whien, Miss Mathers
was barely out of her teens. The
youing atithor, ini her modesty, plait-
nedý( and exectited lier work -without
the- kniowl7edge of bier faily. She
gained confidence as the construction
of the story progressed. When it
wa-ýs abouit hiaîf completed she hraved
a publisher with the inîanuscript.
There was no rebuif. This publisher
was a very shrewvd gentleman. le
ait once arrangcd that Miss Mathers
shotild fiish the book. She wxrote at
top) speed and "Conini' Thro' the Rye"
was soon upon the book couinters. A
very tired young lady awoke to fiud
l'ers;elf famous.

l'he withdrawal of Miss Mathers
now, fromi the literary world is in it-
self significant. Her chief reason
which has inspired this action, ac-
cording to herseif, is "the terribly un-
'atisfactory condition of the book
miarket-at any rate so far as the
author is concerned." Miss Mathiers
dlaimis that under prevalent condi-
tions; no novelist can continue in the
profession and keep self-respect. In
a publislhed intervîew the "ther day
site stated:

"I think there are several causes
for this state of things and chief
aminong themn is the natural popularity
of the 14c. edition. The public are
reaping a fine harvest of cheap edi-
fions at the expense of the author;
rio one is going to pay $1.12 or .5
for a novel when it cant be bought
aIfter the lapse of a few weeks or
nîionths for 14C. Unlike the paper-
covcred 12C. editions, the 14c. books
(,Il) be kept and given a place on the
booksheclves.

of course, booksellers are not go-
irig to stock $1.12 novels which re-
main iinasked for in the shop while
the public wait patiently for the cheap

-Th, miotor car is another factor in
the decinie of the novel; people have
no time to, read while they are travel-
!ing about the country. What the
ultiiiate resuit of the cheapening of
novels wîll be 1 do flot know; I can
ctnly think that in time the best au-
thors will cease to w rite and will turn
their brains and energies to some
other way of making a living."

MR, JOHIN W. DAFOE, a dele-
gate front WÎnnïpeg to the Im-

,criai Press Conference, bas just is-
suedi a smnall pamphlet containing imn
pressions of the visit of the overseas
ji lrnalists to the heart of the Empire.

Teother day Mr. J. A. Macdonald,
another Canadian delegate, told what
impressed him] MOSt. Mr. Macdon-
aid*s views were pessiÀmistic. Ile saw
the flotsamu and jetsami of civilis-
ation in England. Mr. Macdonald
,ouxided a warning. The presence
of this decadent social condition ap-
pea' d to him as a terrible menace.

M.Dafoe, On' the other band, per-
ceives no signs of rottenness in the
nation. His is a healthy, rosy pic-
titre of English society. To quotea
few words:

"O ail the impressions which re-
,nain' after the visit tu England, with
its s'nexamipled 'opportunities for see-
ing things ont the inside, the one

ýýmhch i.s ý1runigest ïsthat the honte-
keeping race ms voung, progressive
and virile, not stale and decrepit as
it îs often reprcented as being. Great
Britainiî n conjonction with her over-
sca., ehlîdren, is entering upon a niew
career, but for lier it is no last ad-
venture of Uly sses. It ms not a case

ot:
l)eath closes aIl; but sometbing, ere

the end,
Some work of noble note, may yet

bc done,
Not unbecoming nien that strove

with (½ds!
Trhe F.nglish race, nlot only in the

ider horizons of the ncew lands, but
ini the oId home, is flot old, but
yotinger: mt is vigorous, proilihec, stout-
hearted, keen brained, Consider how
the handful of Britns who occupied
the "liîttle isle set in the silver seas"
less than threc huudred years ago,
have 1ieopled an(I takeni possession of
great areas mn cverv continent. W'hen
VEnglaud and Scotland becamne one
enu)intry hy the accessýion to the Eng-
lishi throne of Jamesý of Scotland the
îisÎand lield only sonle five million
soumls. To-day the descendants of that
sparse population number more than
boo,00o,ooo and tbcy hold in addition
to the home land thme fairest stretches
of the younger world-Uuited States,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand
-while their language is conquering
the whole world. lu trade and comn
luierce the developmierit has been
equally marvellous. These arc flot
sigus of racial decrepitudes."

"T'HF WHITE PL4AGUE AND
{)THER POFMS."

By 'Ihadeus A. Brosvne l3riggs.

'THIS1 is about the timte of year
w~heu the annual tleluge of pret-

ty Canadian poetry books is due to
choke the bargain couniters of the
land. Among the early arrivais is a
volume by young Mr. Thadeus A.
Browne, of Ottawa. This gentleman
and his publishers dlaimn to 'have
struck "a new note in literature.", It
is to be hoped that fewv will desire
to pay the piper or dance to bis tune.

r.Browne' s book containsý as itslaigfeature "The Wie Plague,"1
aixenpage treatise uipon the hor-

rors ofi consumption with crude
fanciful pictorial conceptions of the
(lisease wbich among artistic mon-
strosîties, as a crîtic remarked the
other day, "Have the 'Martyrs'
beateni a mile." This long painful
disseurtation is supplemented by a
nmbei)r of the usual insipid Can-
adian type of effusions about love,
and April, and in this case, as a
clim-ax, some verse of which Mr.
Tom Longboat is the themne. Mr.
lirowne's book is the silliest lot of
nîorbid drivel whieh bas appeared in
this country since Dr. Fisher's, "The
Child of Destiny."

THERE~ is but one thing in thîs

Coucli loves better than writing and
that is yachting. Like many fanions
En.glishmen, Mr, Quiller-Couch dates
bis fndness for aquatic sports fromt
b1is ()xford days. At college, he
stroked the Varsity crew andl was a
promiinent figture in the rowing world.
Wbien Mr. ,Quiller-Comch is flot on
the water he gives up most of bis
energies to literature. He is an ex-
ceedingly careftd worker. is plots
are u,,utally developed during long
tramps inito the country, the form in
whicb he takes bis exercise when a
landlubber. Mr. Mark Twain con-
siders himself slow and he turns out
2,000 words a day, but Mr. Quiller-
Couch's limit of daily output Îs i,oo0
and often but i5o words.

Glarments for Women

Are made in the new way -they look neat and
araceful, yet they are the acme of comfort.41

They aite made front specially seîected, soit,
fluffy wool, fleeccd by a special process that traites
it most resiful and corifortable.

Let us send you a &ample of "G A LT-
FLEECE" material and a littie bookiet showing
somte of the styles, and we'l] tell you where you
can sec the Sarments.

The Gait Knitting Company, Limited, Gait, Ontario

Male sure your new
range bas a steel oven,
and " Pandora" naine,
plate on the door. Go,
at once, to nearest
McClary Agency and
pick out size clesîred.

teel Ove»
ffeat5 Quldel

3a vey Fuel
Pandora has a sheet steel
oven, because steel is mnore
sensitlive to heat-absorbs it
faster-than cast iron does.
Pandora oven thus heats
quicker -less tîme required to
get oven ready for the baking
-which also means less fuel,.
expense. .'..'..'..il

8EOURED INVESTMVENTS

tJI nelihet la a bth rate necessarilY aignilicant of undesirabte sucuri.f îes. Dlfferentiatngin Inveat ment Securitiea makes one person'aI aoaey earn, twice ai mach as the One Who concludea that a tOW rate

0 mernus absolute securtty.
If YOU bave money mo învest and want the bithest rate coin-j~patible with gilt-edted acarlies you ifiti be futeremad In geîming

THE PEOPLE$ BUILDING & LOAN ASSOOIATN

HOLBROOK 1(8
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