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Topics of the Day
BUILDING the National Transcontinental llailway
13from Winnipeg to Moncton is now under way. The

section between Winnipeg and Lake Superior June-
tion ought to lie finished by September ist at the latest,
if wheat is to trav'el over it tlýis autumun. rTe Grand
Trunk Pacifie branch from Lake Superior .Iunetion to
Fort William will b)e compîeted by that dte. It is alI
ready well under way and trains can be mun over it for
a considerable distance. The Governmnient section is
much more backward, however, and there is little likeli-
bood that it will be completed byx the date mentioned.
The present prospects are that the 'spouit" of the West-
ern hopper will not be enlarged this year.

Work was liegun on the New Brunswick section last
week, hetween Edmunston and the Quehec boundarv T~he
New Brunswick people are pleased to thiuk thatý somne
more of their territory wili lie made accessible and an-
other avenue of trade opened up. Aireadly, in their un-

gin , they see St. ,John ex-
cligBoston and Portland in the

maznitude of its trade.
The portion of the Grand Trunk

pacifie lietween Portage la Prairie
and 1Edionton is lieing ruslied as
fast as the scarcity of labour will
permit.

When the flou. Mr. Fielding
made luis budiret speech last No-
vember lie estimnated that the sur-
plus of revenue over ordinary ex-
penditure, for the nmue months
wbicb constitute the present fiscal
year, would lie thirteen millions,
The figures are now about com-
plete and it would appear that the
,estimate was 1h e millions too
low. In 1903, the surplus was
about fifteen millions,' which was
the record until the present Vear.

Mr. Fielding dlaims that the net
public debt will have been reduced
about seven and a.hall millions,
during, that period, which is pleas-
ing indeed.ý The gross public débt
is mncreasin1g and will continue to
increase until the National Trans-
continental is built and paid for.

Senator Melvin Jones, president Hon. WiiIi
of. the Massey-llIarris Co., has
corne ont franldy with the state-
ment that his firmn do not expect to do as mnucli business
În the West this year as formerly. 'Only forty per cent
of last year's crop was nioved before the snow came, and
very little hfas corne ont since. The farmers have not
been ablg to secure cash for new purchases. The late
spritg bas accentuated tliis.

The general -opinion seems to lie that while the West
is working iuder difficulties just now, its progress is not
likely to be seriou&ly hampered by present conditions.
The great expansion has mnade money hard to procure
and is litnitimg speculation ; but the wealth and popula-
tion of the West issteadily increasing. It seems, neyer-
theless, to lie good policy for ail business men at the
present moment to "play sale" and lIe prepared for emer-
gencies.

There seetns to bie no quiestion about the abulity of the
Ilon, Willianl Pugsley to carry the c9nstituency of St.
,John city a.nd county. HTe will thius transfer bis activi-
ties froin the New Brunswickc Iegislature to the House

of Commons. Originally a Conservative, like bis pre-
<Iecessor in thle office of ptremnier of New Brunswick, Mr.
I>ugsley bas been tralsformC(1 into a leadinir Liberal. The
New Brunswick statesmen tind it easy to change their
political naine. The province is sinall, and the politician
who fights the reigning governnient at Ottawa lias littie
hopie of promotion. Opinions of the abilitv of Mr. lt ugs-
ley vary considerahly. Soute claim that lie is an oppor-
tunist, others that he is a mnan of considerable parts.
ThAe is no doubt, liowever, that when hie reaches the
House of Commrons lie will lie the leading representative
of lis province. That is sometlHing. With Mr. Emmuer-
son ont of the governutent, one of the portfolios nmust,
under o>ur systeni, go to New Brunswick and therefore
to Mr. I>ugslev. Wlietlier he will iret that of Railways
and Canais remnains to lie seen. There i no question as
t'' bis being taken intn the~ C'abinet, an<I seeint), that the
Minister of llailwavs lias usualIv been a, New Brunswick
mani, it is oîtlV rêasonable to .assume that lie will get
Mr. , Exnmersou's portfolio if that gentleman does

flot retirn to th ie administrative
ranks.

A fast Atlantic steamnship ser-
vice has been talked about for
years. ,Just now the talk bas been
revived to such an extent that
there mnust lie soniething liehind
it ail. The Allaus and the C.P.R.
have improved their service (,on-
siderably andl a. further iunpro e-
muent tnav or inav not lie econoîn-
ical. If the governutents of Greaît
Britaiu and Canada decide that il
is important that the serv ice
should ie inproved ani arc wvil-
ling to bonus a [aster line of
boats to the extent of a, couple of
millions a year, it could i>e donc.
At first ltlush it looks as if it
wouid be a higli price to pay for
the whîstc. Iu the meantime, the
promoters of the idea are keeping
the cabies busy teliing us liow ex-
cellent are the prospects.
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Some of the -new5l)apei'5 of To-
ronto have been maki an attack
on the Privy Council because it re-
versed a decision of the Supreme
Court of Canada in regard to the

n Pugsiey. contract between the Toronto
Street Railway and tbe city. One
went so far as to "aY that the

Privy Council had 1'rolibed the city of its principal rights
under the street railway contract" and urged that only
questions aflecting constitutional, matters should lie sent
to lEngland for adjudication.

The Canada Law Journal cornes to the rescue and
states that "the ignorance dîsplayed in these criticîsms
is amazing." It tbinks that the journal that wouid say
sncb tbings as are indicated is decidedly 'vellow" and
maintains that the finding of the Pr*vy Cý eil is en-
titled to the fullest respect. That the findîng reversed
the opinions of three Canadian courts does not seem to
influence the editor of this legal journal. His answer to
the newspaper criticism in that respect às not so full as
migLht be expected. StiR in the main he is right. Criti-
cismn of the 1Privy Councîi should bie based on sometbing
more important than disappoixutment.

The traps for salinon fishing between Vancouver Is-
land and the mnainland are now set and the season is
on. A trap costs about $8,ooo for piles and drivîng alone.


