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isu:;’t'th_?h, but it is hot! So hot that even
been]:h page is an effort. Formerly there
Tather th, e question of what we could leave out

o our song an what we could put in, for the burden
Women Ar o t.he Sign-of-the-Maple has been, “What
10 te Wh:t Doing.” Now it would be much simpler
B o not doing, but that is a task
O Once andO“ a hot day. Then let us be personal
= ofwhat we, using the editorial
Inclyge not doing. ‘This “we” is supposed to
“istc(,at)e editor-in-chief (who is removing his
ght), anq the sub-editor (who is blinking at the
Who ig hmd_.so on down to the smallest office boy
(That g w;}ng his head under a tap in the basement.
Badyy Gtudizgthe rest of us would be doing it we
E - Latin and didn’t know the meaning

Tuch top w.hg. Oh, it is a busy little office! So
5 far more at we are doing—what We are not doing
Sailing o important, We are mot canoeing, OT
5 a;v;iml’fling,. we are not even drinking

our favourite ?YIng in hammocks (though that is
aDpeals (:utd-OOr sport.) There is only one thing
b““ng, to us more just mow, and that is ice-

B e o
B ol heechlef thing that this particular member
Ve logg Qe §taff (the one we would call “L” were
Writing thgmﬁe‘_l) is mot doing is this: We are not
Diring 4p¢; ;‘phfting, educational, patriotic and in-
We are writie which it was our intention to write.
ng about the subject uppermost in our
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::: ‘bo\ﬁe:):é 1We admit that we should be telling
W Clent oy W ovely new hospital for the mentally
Ommepg ‘hitby, about the wonderful work the
°m18-htmergen0y Corps are doing.
O;V:n write about the Orangemen’s parade
e Wear aC‘Omfort in the fact that we did not
‘boomt §'in frock coat, a silk hat and various
tin, ut ag day"elve-t and gold and march in it, and
sty o helping’ for though we are all dreadfully
B O declining to help in them, they
Taised élzesy On July 14th the women of To-
Vit e0ch Pat. '090 for the Secours National, and
Ctorig, atriotic Society were very successful in

0
thth » We aren
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't lacking in topics! The only one
‘Ven'i in 't.he least is the Fresh Air E‘pnd——
be 8¢ we didsuﬂlcicnt energy to hunt up statistics.
ng too hot to ’ Wh)f. if the heat continues you would
da""ma.tive ;I‘ead it, or anything else that is truly
hny When .We uch better to wait for some salubrious
orm‘mty. A feel a passion for the welfare of
Wl nd you a thirst for knowledge instead

OW should we know?

Hy
% ea,;,l?; thing is to write something that is
- fact, ; . rWrite and easier still to read, that can,
g anyead while you are canoeing OrF sailing
doing {.If the mice things that we would like
hotm ng, an ou could hardly read it while you are
engy 38V 1n g{ vet I knew a man who did. On very
'ahhns, X boousk‘oka he used to take three. air
‘n;er. g k and a pipe and lie on top of the
B8 nata "oked him why he didn’t read on land,
the book was too dry. He’s dead mow,

MADNESS

poor fellow, but not from drowning. He died W
a matural death from D. T’s or T. B’s or {
M. D.’s—the last, I think.

N OW that is a simple story, one you could

easily read while sipping lemonade oOr 411,_. s -

sailing oT smoking a cigarette. The last
aciivity is mentioned on the chance that there are
a few men who sometimes, literarily speaking, invade
the sacred precincts of the Sign-of—the-Maple. We
hope they do, and for this reason never mention
such subjects as winter underwear, in case they
might be embarrassed. It would shock us all, in-
deed, to have such a subject introduced at this time
of the year, when our thoughts dwell fondly on ice
clinking in tall glasses.

HEN in doubt as to what to write about, use
W scissors and paste-pot. Alas, the women’s
pages are teeming with activities, patriotic and
otherwise. Even the “Household Hints” fails to
rouse our interest, although various energetic
methods of keeping cool and still more strenuous
means of looking cool (which involves spending most
of one’s time in the laundry) are chronicled. As
a last resource we open an ancient envelxope—-marked
“fillers,” and read that in spite of the heat hundreds
of Canadian women are making munitions in Canada
and 700 millions (or is it thousands, in England). We

s these statistics hurriedly by and at last find

pas
but you, dear reader,

some facts that not only Wwe,
will be thrilled to learn.
Despised Dust Makes Beautiful Half the World.

“Nothing is so0 useless as dust, you say. The old
purial ritual, ‘Dust unto dust,” typifies the t9ta1 ab-
gence of value congidered to lie in the particles of
earth.

«But this dust that you kick and regard as an
annoyance is really indispensable as well as'orn‘a-
mental. It beautifies mature, since it, swimmmg. in
the air, is responsible for the blue of the sky: W\th-
out it there would be no peautiful sunsets or sunrises.
Deserts and mountains would be colourless without
it to break up the light rays in the atmosphere.
Wallace, the naturalist, says: ‘One-half the beauty
in the world would vanish with the absence of dust.””

What a comforting thought! 1If only the soldiers
who marched without water-bottles at Camp Borden
had known that this same dust that filled their
throats, eyes and nostrils was really responsible for
the bright blue sky, there would have been no riots.
If motorists could only realize that we are indebted
to dust for our beautiful sunsets, they would use
more delicate language and cease to demand that
roads be oiled. But to continue:

«go much for its picturesque qualities. Tar more
important is its characteristic of giving us diffused
daylight. Without dust the sky would appear to be
completely plack and the stars on all
sides of the sun would be ghining brightly.

«phe tiny particles flying in the air
halt and shatter the solid light rays of
the sun and gpread them over a wide
territory. There would be painful scorch-

ing light in the direct play of the sun
In the

front yard there would be glaring sun
and inside the house midnight black-
ness.”

Just think of the electric light bill!

“Qur lives would be totally different
were there no dust.
We should have by
necessity grown into
differemt beings,
far removed from any
likeness to our pres-
ent form.”

We should all be
fishes most likely, and ‘.-—‘ :

that is @ cheering
thought for 90 deg.
in the shade. So

cheering that we will
raise ourselves, cease
to write this mid-
summer madness and, i
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in the dim seclusion of our homes, follow the ex-
ample of the youngest office boy and turn on the
cold water tap.

Clubwomen's Work

HAT is your conception of a typical club man,
and what of a representative club woman? We
conceive of the club man as one who pursues the
line of least resistance and the club woman as one
who “kicks against the pricks.” The great differ-
ence lies not in sex, but in the purpose of clubs.
The man’s club is primarily for sociability, sport,
or refreshment, the woman’s for concerted activity.
There has been a recent increase in clubs for wemen,
run more or less on the same lines as those of men,
but these remain chiefly lunching clubs, and were
not represented at the National Federation of
Women’s 'Clubs, in New York, where twenty thou-
sand women delegates represented two and a half
million useful American women.

HE work accomplished by these women is the
domestic drudgery of the nation. The Federa-
tion of the Northern and Western States are actively
engaged in teaching foreign-born children and their
parents the American standards of life, sanitation
and domestic economics; the Dakota women have
concentrated upon efforts to lighten the drudgery
of farmers’ wives; the Wisconsin club specialize
upon ithe health of children, free clinics for babies,
and eugenics. Illinois has more women in its club
than there are soldiers in the rogular United States
army: ten thousand of these are giving all their
time to social service. Twenty thousand club-
women in Texas are working for good roads. The
ambition of the club-women in the South is to wipe
out illiteracy by 1920.

N addition to these activities there were reports
from the department for vocational training for
girls. There was not a single report from a Brown-
ing Club, no one, it seems, has been
studying the origin of Shakes-
peare’s plays. Poetry, art, music
and classical literature were
ignored, for these women devote
themselves to the real business of
life. Neither was church work
chronicled. The women told of
how many babies had been saved
by the introduction of clinics and
rural nurses; what had been done
in connection with the conserva-
tion of forests—every line, from
canning pears to the development
of rural drama leagues; but no one
woman reported what the women
of her state were doing in churches
or Sabbath schools. The majority
of club-women believe in suffrage,
but no suffrage league is admitted
to this Federation.

During the ten days of the Fed-
eration about eight lectures were
given each day by experts on every
imaginable subject from baby cul-
ture to prison reforms, from peace
to preparedness, from the conser-
vation of forests to the canning of
pears. Very little notice was taken
of the real work accomplished by
this Tederation in the daily Dpapers, which
chronicled chiefly its social functions, but in
an interesting article in ‘“The Saturday Evening
Post,” Corra Harris tells of the real value of the
meeting, from which the above information has
been selected.

Canadian women are engaged in the same ac-
tivities. The greater part of their time is given

to patriotic work, but domestic economy and
child welfare must never be superseded.
(Continued on page 21.)




