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left hand and running it off by an out-
ward and downward motion of the left
arm from two_to three feet, and retain-
ing the end of the loop thus made be-
tween thumb and forefinger until the
first motion had progressed far enough
to get the free end of the line well

started in its backward swing; then, on’

releasing the loop, the momentum of the

line took up the slack and the rod went®

back to second position” with the line
well straightened out in the” rear and
lengthened by the amount I had run off
in the loop. I kept this up until about
ten yards of line had been run off, ex-
plaining the different steps meantime
and -impressing the fact that even in
tting out the line extreme care is to
be used regarding the correctness of
both motions and positions. Stillman
watched this very closely, and T was not
surprised when he broke in with:

“Here, that’s easy enough. Let me
see if I can do it,” and I thereupon reel
in the line, hand him the rod and stand
aside in his favor. He takes first po-
gition, strips a couple of feet from the
reel with his left "hand, makes the first
motion, finds the loop ‘taken up and the
line straight as second --position is
reached, and then brings rod back again
to first position.- He repeats the process
successfully until he has gotten out
about six or seven yards of line, when,

" as he makes his forward cast for first

position, up comes his elbow, out goes
his arm, and in his effort to throw the
line out ahead he strikes an attitude
that resembles Ajax defying the light-
ning as much as anything else.

“Ha, ha, ha, Stillman,” T laughed, “I
knew you would do it. They all do at
first. It is almost impossible for a be-
ginner to acquire confidence enough in
the power of a light rod so that he will
trust it to handle a line, but insists, as
you have just done, on trying to aid it
by giving it a good strong throw for-
ward. Now, as a matter of fact, when
you do that you deprive the rod of its
power, and will be unable to get your
line out at all. As your rod comes for-
ward in making your forward cast, or
second motion, it is bent backwar%éy
the weight and resistance of the line,
and at the moment your forearm, wrist,
and butt of rod reach the first position,
the rod itself is curved backward in a
semi-circle, and does not get into first
position with the butt and your forearm
until it has straightened itself out, and
it is in this straightening process that
the power of a light rod to handle a
long line lies. Now let me show you.
I make the back cast, give the line time,
while at second position, to straighten
well out behind, then make my forward
cast, or second motion, and stop hand,
wrist, and butt of rod in first position
apd hold it there while that springy
plece of lancewood takes leave of its
curved form and straightens itself out
into first position with a snap which will
sgnd a line and a set of flies almost any
distance over the water. If, on the other
hand, you try to throw the line out by

force, you get the rod in such a posi- |

tion that this spring or snap is neutra-
lized, and you are in about the same
predicament you would be with your
line fastened to the end of a stiff stick.
Now try it again.”

But the result is the same. Up and
outward goes the arm, regardless of cor-
Tect position, and down comes the line
within half its length. A second and a
third trial bring no better results, so T
get -my strap off the fence, and putting
1t under Stillman’s left arm, buckle it
ﬁ.rmly around his waist and over the
Tight arm just above the elbow, and tell
hun to try it again. This he proceeds
fq do, and, being unable to follow his in-
clination and throw rod and arm for-
ward, he not only gets the eight yards
of line out straight and true. but grad-

ually increases it until he is, handling at !
. ting his line out fairly well and then

least twelve yards with ease.

By this time the late twilight had be-
gun to fade and we adjourned to the
house and discussed and completed our
plans for the following Saturday over
our cigars.

Seven o’clock of the morning of that
day saw Stillman, attired in old clothes,
flannel shirt and slouch hat, standing
guard over a large lunch basket on the
station platform, awaiting my arrival;
and the bright look in his~*face as he
greeted me, laden with rod case and
willow hamper, the latter containing
lunch pail, tackle box, landing net and
rubber coat and blanket, gave me full
assurance that the day had much in

found us comfortably ensconced in a
double seat in the smoker, our traps
carefully deposited in -the corner, our
pipes giving off volumes of fragrant
smoke, and we, fully at peace with the|
world, rushing along behind the great
puffing engine toward the little village
where we were to take our boat and
begin active operations.

The first person we saw as we stepped
from the train was Frank. Frank, hale
and hardy after his fifty years of life
spent mostly on the water, genial, com-
panionable and willing, acquainted with
the bass, their habits and lurking places,
and ready at all times to put one in the
way of making a good catch if the con-
ditions made it possible. If honest ef-
fort in the interest of, one’s employers,
unselfishly exerted, ever brings content-
ment and peace during life’s declining
years, old age to Frank should be a
period of highest earthly enjoyment.

Stillman seated himself in the bow
from choice, and after I had stowed my-
self away in the stern, Frank took his
place at the oars and began pulling
quietly up the river toward the bars
where, on many a morning like this, the
vicious snap of a hungry bass had sent
a shock over the light rod and aroused
in me a feeling of expectancy that was
only dissipated when the line was reeled
in for the last time as the shadows of
approaching night warned me that all
things, even a day of bass fishing, must
have an end.

Trailing our leaders through the wa-
ter in order to have them well softened,
and in consequence less liable to break-
age, we approached the first bar, and
Stillman, who was in a fever of ex-
pectancy, responded to my “Now, old
man, get ready,” in short order, and
with a look of stern determination on
his face, began whipping out his line.
He did very well until he had played
out about five yards, and then, in at-
tempting to make his back-cast before
the leader showed above the water, he
brought line, leader, and fliés in a mass
against the rod, and the result was as
beautiful a “bunch” as one often sees.

“Now, Stillman,” I began, as he a
little impatiently, I fear, was untangling
the snarl, “patience is as much of a vir-
tue in fly-fishing as in anything else, so
just make up your mind to keep cool
and take things as they come. Bunch-
ing comes to the best of us, and you

must expect your full share. However,
if you will remember and never start
vour back-cast until your leader begins
to show above the water, and then al-
ways give line and leader time to
straighten out behind you before start-
ing your forward cast, you will avoid
lots of trouble.” .

“Well,” he said, picking out the last
tangle, “I will do the best I can, but
this confounded leader and all these
flies present a very different problem
from the shoe button. I don’t believe 1
can ever learn to handle it in the world.”

“Oh, yes, you can,” T replied encour-
agingly; “just keep at it and you will

master it before you know it.”
And keep at it he did, sometimes get-

store for him. - A few moments later | |

McCormick— The Binder of

On a McCormick binder the reel hasa wide range
of adjustments and handles successfully, tall,

frain. A third packer assists in
grain that is full of undergrowth or that is very
he tops of the guards are nearly level with the
top of the glatform, allowing short grain to pass freely
without obs

short, down or tangled

handli
short.

The

grain in any quantity and does not clog. The cutter bar
18 built to use either smooth section or serrated knives,
The improved McCormick knotter does good work with-

‘Satisfactory Service

ructing the guards or knives,

HERE are some of the things that stand -

floating elevator on a McCormick binder handles>

out the usual close adjustments.

. The McCormick local agent will explain these and other
important features on the McCormick binders which are
estern Canadian conditions.

built especially to meet
You can. get catalogues from him, or, by writing the

nearest branch house,

International Harvester Company of Canada, Ltd

Brandon, Man.;

; Winnipee,
These machines are built at Hamilton, Ont.

, Alta, Alta. Sask.; Lethbridge,
m;Wm; .
Sask.; Man.; Yorkton, Sask.
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