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therefore been constrained to take these papers in their incomplete forni
from Christie's History of Lower Canada. Vol. I. The Report of the
Board of Trade of September 2nd, 1765, cited in another report of the same
date, given at p. 171 and referred to in note 3 on the same page, as not having
been discovered, has since come to light in a volume lately received at the
Archives but as yet uncalendared. It will be found in Volume Q-18A,
p. 131. These are practically the only cases in which we have failed to
trace the more essential documents of this class.

The reports in this Section, beginning with that of Murray in 1762,
and ending with the series of Reports of 1787, where they are of a general
nature, naturally contain much material which has but little direct bearing
on constitutional questions. However, where the report is homogeneous
and not too voluminous, as in the case of Murray's, it has been produced in
full that the reader may be enabled to obtain a general survey of the con-
ditions of the Colony. In other cases, where the report is very extensive
and is the product of a series of committees dealing with different sections
of the colonial interests, as in the case of the Report of 1787, only those
sections are given which have a more direct bearing on the constitutional
problems of the country. At the same time the general character of the
whole report is sufficiently indicated, and references are given which will
enable any one who may be interested in them to follow up the portions
omitted.

It is among the documents classified under Section VI, that there is the
largest and most miscellaneous mass of materials from which to make choice,
and here the principle of selection is naturally a matter of considerable
importance, for much necessarily depends upon the judgment of the editor.
Inasmuch as feeling ran high at various stages during this period, and ques-
tions of racial and national institutions, feudal privileges and vested inter-
ests, commercial enterprise and immigration, military versus civil power,
and autocratic versus democratic government were deeply involved; and
inasmuch as many of the questions then raised for the first time have per-
sisted as matters of vital interest in Canadian politics and British colonial
policy, it is highly necessary that the principles on which the selection of
the supplementary documents has been made should be fully understood.
Obviously, whatever the final judgment on any of these issues, it is quite
indispensable in a volume of this description that all the representative
interests in the Colony, all the essential claims made and policies advo-
cated, should be fairly and adequately presented in their own terms, as far
as the documents are available. The first process was to sift out fiom the
general documents of the period and set apart for further consideration all
those having either a direct or an indirect bearing upon the constitutional
issues of the period. Then from these were selected for publication (a)
Those which were specially.referred to in the primary documents, or were
used in shaping them; (b) Those petitions and memorials which
were most frequently referred to either by friends or opponents as repre-


