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of America, to forget ail past misunderstandings and differences that

have unhappily interrupted the good corrèspondence and friendship

which they mutually wish to restore: and to establish such a bene.

ficial and satisfactory intercourse between the 2 Countries, upon the

ground of reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience, as nay

promote and secure to both perpetual Peace and Harmony; and

having for this desirable end already laid the foundation of Peace and
reconciliation, by the Provisional Articles signed at Paris, on the 30th

of November, 1782, by the Commissioners empowered on each part;

which Articles were agreed to be inserted in, and to constitute, the

Treaty of Peace proposed to be concluded between the Crown of

Great Britain and the said United States, but which Treaty was not to

be concluded until terms of Peace should be agreed upon betw'een

Great Britain and France, and His Britannic Majesty should be ready

to conclude such Treaty accordingly ; and the Treaty between Great

Britain and France having since been concluded, His Britannie Majesty

and the United States of America, in order to carry into full effect

ihe Provisional Articles above-mentioned, accordirig to the tenor
thereof, have constituted and appointed, that is to say:

Bis Britannic Majesty, on his part, David Hartley, Esq., Member

of the Parliament of Great Britain; and the said United States, on their
p art, John Adams, Esq., late a Commissioner of the United States of
A merica at the Court of Versailles, late Delegate in Congress from

the State of Massachusetts, and Chief Justice of the said State, and
Minister Plenipotentiary of the said United States to Their High
Migihtinesses the States General of the United Netherlands; Benjamin
Franklin, Esq., late Delegate in Congress from the State of Pennsyl-
vania, President of the Convention of the said State, and Minister
Plenipotentiary from the -United States of America at the Court of
Versailles; John Jay, Esq., late President of Congress and Chief
Justice of the State of New York, and Minister Plenipotentiary fromn
ilie said United States at the Court of Madrid , to be the Plenipo-
tentiaries for the concluding and signing the present Definitive Treaty:
idho, after having reciprocally communicated their respective Full
Powers, have agreed upon and confirmed the following Articles:

.ART. I. Bis Britannic Majesty acknowledges- the said United.,
Statcs, viz., Ñew Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and
Pi ovidence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Penn-
sylhvauia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, and Georgia, to be Free, Sovereign and Independent States;
that lie treats mith -them as such; and for himself, his Reirs and Suc-
cessors, relinquishes all claims to the government, propriety and
territor ial iights of the same, and every part thereof.

II. And that all disputes which might arise in future on the subject
of the Boundaries of the said United States may be prevented, it is


