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ieast fresh, and in ail, tbouglm bie means no more and

says no more than IlSnow-wbite and Rosy-red,"

wbat lady wouid not prefer lier complexion to lie

celebrated witb tbe elaboration 'of grammatical,

geographicai and ietricai artifice ? Tbis is,

bowever, dangerous. Antitbiesis as an aid lias a

certain value; as an end in itself it is valueless.

Two or tbree examnples will serve to sbow tbe

of (legeneration.
Qui dare iulta potest nmulta et aure potest.

Hujes ero vivus, mnortuus hu(jus ero.

Calve, tua veinta, Pace, Catulle, tua.

For valuelessness tbe iast line wouild be biard to

mnatcb. Cyntbia becomies iu tbe end somnetbing like

the string in barlcy-sugar, an object round wbicb

verses inay crvstallize, ail crystallic and mnucb alike.

Again a poet nf wjde reading bias anotber resouirce.

Propertins like many fops and fribbles was a great'

reader. He biad tbe Chronique Scandaleuse of Olyiu.

pus at bis finger's ends, and bie bad ample lessons in

tbe use of it in bis favourite poets of Alexandria.

The proper naine in poetry-iin Virgil, Milton andi a

dozen otbers.-switcbes tbe reader off on to oid

associations (it bie have any), and beguiled by tbese

bie returos tu read on and attribute to the new tbe

witcbery borrowed froin tbe oid. In moderation as

nsed by a master, tbis trick is really happy and

lawful. In the bands of a botcber or a pedant

(and tbey are tbe saine) it becomes terrible.

Propertins deluges us witb a flood of sncb allusions

tili witcbery is replaced by boredoin. Lt is no long-

er art, it is pure ostentation. Postumus bad lu

Galla a very Penelope-(it was apparenitly good

taste for a Roman to congratulate a friend on bis

wife's chastity)-tbe allusion bere is graceful and

bappy.
Postumnus alter erit utiranda, Conjuge Ulixes:

Vincet Penelopes A ela, Galla idein.

A pretty coulet, but-flot Propertius', for between

tbe two lins lie interposes fourteen, in wbicb lie

tells after bis nianner tbe story of Ulysses' wander-

ings, whicb are irrelevant at best, and as bere to!d

obscure. Tbe oxen of tbe Sun are LamaPeties /muvenci

and lie adds a note to explain that Lamipetie was

tbSun's daugliter, wbo fed thieni. Calypso is Aeaea

puella; and we have solie geography of the voyage

wbicb is more mystifying still-and ail thisis digres-

sion, flot merely pointless and centrifugai but fatal

to the reader's interest in Galla, for lie gets lost in a

mythologicai and geographical tangie.

He is not always s0 unsuccessfui. Now and

again lie miints a phrase or turns a uine of admirable

quality. Could tbe degenerate Roman lie more

scathingly described tban in tbe uine

Nil patrium nisi ionen Itabet Roitanus aIe tonus?

or Augustan Rouie than in Ibis,

Luxuriae Roina inagistra suae,

(where the sting is in the tail) or this

Fictilibus crevere deis Iîaec aurece temnpla ?

Yet even this faculty muis to seed. To speak of

Roinan waiis being grown froin tbe she-woif's îuilk

(qualia creverutot nioenia lac te tuo) is pushing tbings tuu

far. In the poeîrî on tbe deafli of Paetus lie bias
somne fine pictures of the drowning man,

Crnt noi bunda 'niger clauderet ara liquor

and of bis weltering in tbe deep,

Sed tua nunc volucres astant super ossa niarznae,

Nunc tibi pro tuntulo Carpatlzium one mare est:

But now the wheeling guils hang over thee,
For tomb thou bast the whole Carpathian sea:

but bie can also write of a friend

Et nova longiguis Piscibus esca natas:

Floating a novel meal for foreign fish !

Anotbcr weakness is bis pitiful ambition. Horace,

in bis epilogue to tbree books of odes unequaiied

except in Greek, dlaims inmortality. Virgil kecps

more in the back-ground, and Honier and the author

of the Psalinsý quite forgot to reveal tbeir own

namnes at ail. Propertius devotes a great deal of

tinte and tbougbt to bis future glory. Umnbria shall

be known as his country-tbe land of tbe Roman

Callimachus. But I fear evén bere bie is disappoint-

ed, for bis native town is better known for Si. Fran-

cis of Assisi tban for the erotic puet it was blest

tnough to produce. Stili at ieast tbere is elegiac

poetry for bis monument, which bie flrst wrote in

Latin (torgetting Tibulluis for the moment) and

wbichi wil l bis eternal acbievement. And a great

achievement it was for a boy of nineteen or twenty to

produce even so spluttering a book as bis flrst-tbe

Cynthia Monobiblos-in a inetre Catullus bad failed

in l)ut wbicbi n0w ruetricaiiy and inusicaliy proved

itseif as strong and pliant as any yet known to Latin

poetry, for tbe odes of Horace were nlot yet publisb-

ed and Virgil's bexamneter we must set by itself. The

medin-i as deveioped by Propertins is nervous and

forceful-and bad lie bad anytbing great to say, it

miglit bave bad a better fate. For here, too, disap-

pointmnent overtook biin or bis Manes. Ovid went

furtber and produced sometbing neater, nattier and

nicer, and ever since elegiacs bave been written

after tbe Ovidian inodel.

Tbe doctrine is somnetimnes propounded tbat Art

bias nothing of necessity to do witb Morality-that

as fine work may lie done by tbe immoral as by the

moral artist-tbat tbe moral wortb of a poem or

a picture is no index to its artistic wortb-in other

words tbat a Cynthia may lie as good as a Beatrice
in nerving, inspiring and uplifting a poet. From the

work of sncb mnen as H omer, Virgil and Shakespeare
the presumiption is surely against this, but bere we

have a test case, and lew I suppose will set Dante


