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THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

- FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. "
, , " FRANCE. . ;

The French Government continues its prepara-
tions for the struggle with-great activity and perse-
-rance. Orders have been despatched from Paris for
the Brest fleet to put to sea at once, and it was un-
derstood that the admiral was under orders to pro-
ceed to Toulon, Algiers and Civita V'e‘cchin,‘fos the
purpose of embarking the corps to Turkey. ‘The
discovery of a Greek conspiracy in the dominions of
the Sultan had induced the French Government to
address a note, conched in strong energetic terms to
the Government of King Otho.- - S

‘The Emperor Napoleon wrote a short time ago
an autograph letter to the Czar, proposing a treaty
of peace on the basis of the Vienna Nofe, modified
by Turkey. and tlat negociations -take place direct
between the Russian and Turkish Plenipotentiaries.

The Pariscorrespondent of the London Morning
Uhronicle. says:—The answer to-ihis letter is ex-
pected in the course ofa few days, but Tmust say that
very little hopes are entertained here of any favor-
able change to be produced by the correspondence
in the views and intentions of the Emperor Nicholas.

Tt appears that, Louis Napoleon's object in writ-
ing the lutter was not so much that he hoped any
gnod effect from his letter, as to show the people of
TFrance that ke left pothing undone that could con-
tribute to the maintenance of peace.

AUSTRIA.

During one of the interviews between the Empe-
ror and the Envey Extraordinary, his Majesty is said
to have acknowledged his great obligations to the
Emperor Nicholas; but, at the same time, Count
Orlofl was reminded that the first duty of asovercign
was to care for the welfare of his country.

The Austrian Government proposes fo send Prince
Windisschralz on a mission to St. Petershurg. 1

Advices from Vienna of the 61h ult,, announce the
mobilization of a corps of 25,000 men on the fron-
tier of Lesser Wallachia,

"The Journal de Francfort publishes an article in
which it is said that ¢ the German powers have firmly
resolved, though unwilling to make iheir resolution
the subject of a treaty, to preserve a strict neutra-
lity, whatever may happen.”

SWEDEN AND DENMARK.

The Dagbladen, a Danish journal, states that
Russia has refused to recognise the declaration of
neutrality, and has, on the eontrary, insisted that
Sweden and Norway shall keep their ports closed
against the helligerent powers. The Swedish go-
vernment has replied by a refusal, and the Dauish
government has done the same. Large armaments
are being prepared in Norway and Sweden.

RUSSIA AND TURKEY.

Tt is still fearved that the Russians will muster all
their strength to strike a decisive blow an the Da-
nube before any force—French or Eoglish—can ren-
der assistance, or even reach the spot, and that, si-
multaneously with that apprehended calamity, a re-
newed attempt will be made to revolutionise the Sla-
vonian subjects of the Porte, which would place the
Sultan at the mercy of the Czar, and terrify. him
into any conditions he might think proper. ¢« The
Czar,” they say, “has little or nothing to lose,”—

He can keep his Black Sea flcet in port, and the im-
possibility of victualling his troops on the Asiatic ter-
ritory, or sending reinforcements, is not such an evil
as would counterbalance his successes in another di-
rection.

300,000 Russians are en rowute from Moscow to
Ressarabia,

The Russians are committing dreadful excesses on
the peasants of Wallachia, who had refused to sub-
mit to the burdens imposed on them. The women
and children of three villages had been massacred.

A letter from Krajova of the 4th of February
states the expedition againat Kalafat, which was put’
in motion on the 28th January, was couatermanded,
because the Ottoman troops were menacing the mast

. eastsrly points on the left bank of the river. The
Russians have 41,000 foot, 12,000 horse, 3.000 sap-*
pers and miners, and 120 guns in Little Wallachia.
The reserve at Siatina is to amount to 15,000 men.

'The period of 40 days allowed by the Porte for
the Russian acceptance of the terms adopted by the

Turkish Cabinet expired on Thursday, Teb. 8, and
the Porte and ils allies will be justified in taking,
without further notice,any measures they may now
think necessary. _ - :

"T'he Brilish contingent for the defence ‘of Turkey
will amount to 20,000 men, with 40 guns; 250 picked

" wen in edeh battalion are ta be armed with Minie rifles,
-and brigade commands will be conferred on young
colonels.

. ROME.

~Jaw. 24.—~Whatever the difficulties ofi:.x'.’cstiga-
tion into the secret plans for the insurrection intend-
ed:to have breken forth in Rome the 15th August
fast (during the celebrations for the Assumption,) it
is satisfactory to know that the proccedings prepara-
tory to a definitive trial have lately been terminated.
The amount of ,docuinentary - evidence thus collated
is said to be considerakle'and most important, extend-
ing over the entire interval from August, 1847, to
August, 1853, and; -therefore, conveying revelations
of the secret history of thic late vicissitudes from the
earliest to the last of- their more alarming phases as
affecting the Roman States. ' Mazzini will be mor-
tified, that his autograph has Bbeen found, in not fewer
thay three MS, instructions among the effects seized
in the residence of one among’ the arrested for the
affuir of August. - Since that date, and alse since
the.end of November, other arrests have taken place

The Courier des Elnls Unis asseri® pbsitively that:
Russian agents are, and have béen for some time, ac-.
tively employed engaging American privatzers to ac-
cepl Russian ¢ leltess of marque’” to criojse ‘against
British merchant ships. Such a proceedingon the part
of the Americans would not surprise us, nor need we
expect that the Government which was -too - weak or
100 dishonest lo repress the rascally piratical expedi-
tions against Cuba, will be able to do mach towards
compelling its subjects to observe the terms of trea-
ties with other European States. Proclamations may
very probably. beissued from Washinaten against pri-
vateering, but most certainly they will never be en-
forced. We give an exiract from the asticle of the
Courier :-—

¢« Notonly is an active enlistment of. sailors, in-
stead of soldiers, quietly going on in New ‘York and
various olher ports of this Union, but that. ihe ohject
for which they are 1o be vsed is not the formation of
regiments, but the mauning and equipment of priva-
teers and cruisers!

¢ The assertion may seem to be a daring one it
wonld in any case be less remarkable than :that of
which we spnke abave. But we have reason to con-
sider it well fonnded,
¢ The affair has been managed throughant with a
diseretion which savors, in the highest degree, of En-
ropean diptomacy ; but for whick, we freely confess,
we had not been prepared by the barefaced eouspira-
cies that we have from time (o time been called vpon
to renonnce.  But, for this very reasor the peril is the
greater and more imminent. :
¢« A small number of agents, selected with exireme
care nnd skill, have been first bought over and enralled
and then set 1o work among the host of seafaring and
other adventorers with which the Union has heen
swarming for some years past. Throngh them it has
been cleverly ascertained what would, in certain
eases, be the reception accorded by certain individuals
to categorical propositions openly inviling them 1o act
against the I'rench and English shipping. Confer-
ences, of amore or jess explicit nature, have been
brought abeut with particular parties, varying in their
character according to the person thus approached ;
lists have been drawn np; tables of erews and equip-
meuts prepared, and the very ships selected which
would be the most likely to suit! * So thoroughly has
this work been done that, upon the receipt of intelh-
aence thal the first eannon-shot has been fited in the
Black Sea, nothing wonld remain to be done but the
fillinz up of letters-ol-marque, in order to cover the

the Russian flag at their mast-head 1

The best rppreciation we have met with, of the re-
sultz of the nezotiminug of the last six months, is in
the following guiz from the Paris Charavari :—

Secret tnsiruciions of Nicholas to Gen., Gorlschakoff.

Gexeran: You have heard the news of the entry of
the combined fleets into the Black Sea; you need not
be hindeied in your operations by this event.

It has just whatever importance or signification that
I may choose to attribute to it

The entry af the fleets lias been signified to me; T
have replied that 1 did not consider 1t as a casus belli,
that 1 did not even know what it meant, and that 1
desired an explanation on the subject,

They will make a reply 1o my reply, and to this re-
ply I shall reply again, and there is no reason why
we should not exehange stamped paper with each
other for ages together.” Upon this ground the Eastern
question is nothing but a mater ta be treated by no-
taries, and the fleets and diplomacy have nothing to
do with it,

I gain time, and this is all that I want. The time
that T gain is su much lost by my adversaries,

Englamd and France make 1évies of men and armed
vessels at their own expense. I do net ald a yard of
vope te my fleet at Sebastapal,  England and France
promenade their flags in the Black Sea. What dif-
ference does that maketo me? My army in the
Dannbian Provinees is maintained at the expense of
the Moldo-Wallachians, and does not cost four roubles
10 my exchequer.

Concentrale your troops, and prepare a gencral at-
tack upon the Turkish line. Cross the Danube, and
wdvanes into the heart of the Ottoman Empire,

When we shall huve acenmplished another Sinope on
land, which will naturally happen one duy ur auother,
what will come to pass? o

The fleets will enter into the Sea of Azoff. Yery
well, fet then enter.  \What then ? ’

They will notify me of their entry.
that [ do not cousider it
explanations.

England and France will reply vaguely, [ shall re-
reply more vaguely still, and the notaries will work
away with their stamped paper with more ardor 1han
ever. The fleets will cantinue to sail tranquilly np
and down the Sea of Azoff.

Yon, all this while, will
nople,

Let us admire in company, my dear Gortsehakeft,
the long sufferings of the allies of Turkey. The Sinape
affair happened rather by chance ; we consider the
land as the real scene of the fuht,  Whatdo the aflies
do, neveriheless?  They send a flest inls the Euxine.
o prolect the Turkish fleet, which has been (lesiruyed
at Sinope, ‘ '

The business is done; let the fleets in,

On land, neveriheless, the war continues with ex-
treme vivacity.  We have against us here the Turkish
columns, who have beatey us hitherto, but who must

[ shall reply
a casus belld, and shall ask for

push towards Coustanti-

vaturally succomb Lefore furee and numbers. An
English and French army might bafile ony nperations

h_e're, bat where is there such anarmy? The com-
hined fleets cannot stop us fram passivg the Danabe.
I trust they will liave fair winds and good luck. If
they were cruising in the walers of Senegal, they
would serve the Turkish canse quite as maci.

Onward, then, my dear Gortschakofl, take up the
oﬂ'en‘swe agiinst Omer Pacha, as soon as yuul have
received reinforcements, und enter boklly the Citaman
territory, while England and France are looking for
ns upon the Black Sea, where, of conrse, they will not
find ‘ns. )

Before the Allies shall have come ta any decision
we shall be at Constantinople ; and when once peoph;
get into Constantinople, they do nat leave it so casily.
The Turks have been there for centuries,

We si'mll have on our side the advaniage of a fuit
accompli—a fixed fact. The fleets will have the saljs-
faetion of having navigated a sea where they rarely
go. This is my solntion, awd if everyboly else is
satisfied with ity 1 am sure [am. Your aflectionate
Master and Emperor, | NicnioLas.

on political imputations,

Translated fiom the Russiun,—CLEMERT Canagcan,

Atlantic wilh a fleel of American privateers carrying }

" THE CATHOLIC PRESS IN  CANADA, PAST
R "+ "AND PRESENT. S

We have been requesied to ipsert the following
communication, which originaliy appeared in the
American Celt :— - - o . :

‘ . ToronTo, February 10, 1854.

In resuming a place in the columnsof the Celt, 1
hope it will not think me altogether:ont of place in
turning essayist. The establishment of an nglo-
Cathalic (ot an Angla-Sazxor) press on this North
American cantinent, 13 the great moral phenomenon
of the day, and deserves more than passiug altention.

The foaudation of a Catholic press here iu Canada,
seems now lzid, and henee the particulur reason for
the present essay. .

The American Celt, (under His Holiness Pupe Pius
the Ninth) takes a leadiug place in attribming to the
Cathnolic press of the day a majestic anid glorious pre-
rogative. For my part [ see in this rapid organization
of a Catholic press the signof the day. It 1s the best
of antidotes to the corrading bane that is ever and anon
working its way in the spirit of the community. In
fact, I thiak thal every vbservant man who has noted
the manius of the last few years in the United States,
amd their finales must feel this. [ would then plead
for a pure, persevering Catholic press, an exalted
opinion in the minds of our people. [ would urge that

and hand, to maintain it, to exalt it, and render il
powerful.

1 like and love 1he press—my newspaper, my maga-
zine, and my review, are my comlort und my enjoy-
ment. The duties of an Rditor, indeed, are ardnous,
and reapeth little worldly wain; but, should Dame
Fortune ever think me deserving of any of her favors,
[ should say 1o her—rank me amongst the votaries of
the press—raake me a tree papistieal Irish Kditor;
for love conguereth all obstroctions,  But ¢ impa-
tience,” says Lamartine, ¢ is the tyranny of good in-
tentions.”  So [ must keep cool and retain my little
thunder yet awhile. .

Now, [ haveto present facts and dates. Uniil of
recent years, Catholic and Irish papers (they are sy-
nonymous, or very nearly so,) came and passed away
like comets. But now, happily, in the United States,
the Catholic press is organized and aclive; working
away brightly and bravely ; the majestic and lagical
review of Brownson leading the way—being the base-
ment. Then follows in the frunt rank, the bold and
buttorged Cell, the fearless Freeman, and the keen and
broad-brimmed Pilor.

My chiel business here, hewever, is with the Ca-
tholic and Irish prass of Canadaj past and present.
Siuce the 'ast time I presented my initials in the Cell
three new candidates for Catholic faver have made
their appearance in Canada, | shall speak of them
liereafler separately. In order as far as possible ta
trace a succession, [ commence with a setrospective
view at the Catholic and 1rish press of the pasy, in
Canada. Until the founding of the True Witness by
‘Mr. Clerk, in 1850, The Cutholic, published iu King-
stau first, and in Hamillon afterwards, by the Very
Rev. Wm. P. M:Danald, V.G., was the onty purely
Auglo-Catholic journal published in the  Canadas.

The Catholic, like the Zrue TFitness, was owned and
edited by a Seotsman, but the fuimer, unlike the lat-
ter, was conducted by a clersyman. And he wasa
clergyman—a fine old Highland priest, who had served
and song in the camp as well as in the cathedral. It
was his wont, like his co-religions cotemporaries of
the day, to deal largely in the field of controversy ;
and in his little quarto sheet, he defended the dogmas
and discipline ol his holy faith in this western wilder-
ness with all the eacnestness and euthusiasm of a fec-
vent faith, with an accomplished and erndile mind,
and a forcible pungent style. The poor Cutholic pre-
sented ils < valedictory® 1o jls readers in 1844, after
having existed about five ar six years. The writer,
who was then young < devil’? enough, first felt 1ype
inits office in 42, and used 10 feel richly proud wien
the ¢ saintly old vicar®? would pal him gemly on the
head with an encouraging word in hisslightly percep-
uble Highland aceent. The venerable priest did not
loug snrvive his paper ; approaching dissolution was
stamped upon his frame—ihe shade of nearly fonr
score winiers hung wpon his brow. He did not, how-
ever, “shoflle off this wmetal coil” witliout expe-
ricncing a happiness which it is given but to few of
¢ God’s annointed® to know—a sort of earthly bea-
lificatien—a second ondination.  Yes, the Catholic
church had counted filly years of his faithiu) service
in feeding her flocks with the divine bread of life.
Bul a couple of years, afierwards saw the ordainer
(Right Rev. Dr. Power, Bishop of Toronte) and the
urdained, in a cathedral vanlt, ander the roof of St.
Michael’s ; the much-beloved Bishop having heroic-
ally fullea @ martyr to that dreadful plague, the typhus
fever, whicl in that year (1847) swept into ghasily
graves so many thuusands of our poor immigrant coun-
trymen ; and which must forever keep Grusse lsle
memoradle (for horror) in our minds in company with
Skuoli and Skibbereen. The Rev. Editor's death was
& matter of the Jeepest and bitterest sorrow 1o the Ca-
tholic community, but more partienlarly to the Ca-
tholics of Hamilton, among whom the last years of
his life were spent, and where the church experienced
_signal service from his ministrations. [ can never
forget the deep, deep emotions displayed by both pas-
tor and people when the Very Rev. E. Gordon, his
worthy suueessor, announeed fo his congregation the
melaucholy fact af his demise.  Well might they—
the < saiutly ald viear? fad been « fond father to
them all! Sueh is a short imperfect shetch of the
pioneer of the Anglo-Canadian Catholic press.

I have already mentioned that until the appearance
of the True Witness, The Catholir was the ouly paper
purely Catholig¥ But we have had Hiberno-Catholic
papers. I can gn back no furlher than the times when
George Pepper publishea in New York his Jiish Shield
and Monthly Milesian, that brilliant repository ot his-
lory, drama, poetry, and Natiovality. ~Aboui cotem-
porary with the hish Shidd, the Irish Vindicalor
made its appearance in Moutreal. - This was in 1829.
It was conducted by two geutlemen, the chief of
whom was Mr. O’Cullaghan, a writer of much talent.
Tue Findicelor vindiented nobly the cause of uld [re-
land—the cavse of civil amd religions liberty. Na-
tional feeling at the time, between the French Cana-
dians and the Biitish population of Lower Canada,
ran deep and bitter. The Pindicalor ertered boldly
on the lists on the sideof its natural allies. The Ca-
tholic Canadians—generally speaking, the columns
of the Vindicalor exhibited “the warinth of the Irish
spiril, the glory of Irish patriotism, and the lueid
emanations of aenliivated genins and a lettered mind.”.

1am uot aware of the date of ils suspension. Mr.
O’Callaghan took an active part (it I am not mis-

every good Cutholic i the land shoold join, heart®
1837, the year of the commencement of 1)

-vernor of New Brunswick (at

taken) with 'Papin'enu,' in the rebellion. of 737 and ’38: '

He is now a resident of Albany, and j
the Historian of the State of .Nye’w Yol&.celebrazed a
The Freeman’s. Joarnal, published in Queboe, by
M. Flauigan, existed for some years, and } bel}
vias allowed 16 die out in 1849, in consequence O;eve
prefevence of 'Mr. Dominick Daly, the « ever]as;'m
secrelary” of several Canadian governors. My, D"l]n g
who has recently been arnounced as Lieulenant:g%i
resent
Tobago) was a Catholic, but \?as veryg%v:‘:zggl:{
amongst his o ¥n countrymen, on account of his .m,r
predilections.  In 1848, there were published in Que'v
bec, two rival shees, the Emigrant and Spectafor in
the Tiish interest; but they séemed to be withoyt -’;n‘}
other particular purpose thar that of havire an ex‘iqry
ence, and like the Kilkenny quadrupeds, were auow}.;
o eat each other into nothinguess.  Afier them al 1]':
late Jamented M¢Coy, staited a semi- weekly pa :
called the Irish Independeut, but aller one or lg-gr
numbers it follewed "the fate of i1s predecessors, Ii
Montreal the Irish Vindicalor had two Sll(iCESSN':].
another Vindicator and the frish Shield, but [ beljeye
neither of them was long-lived nor of mych worth ’
Leaving Lower Canada, the nex: paper that L-Om'eq
in view possessing some of the qualities of o Hiberno-
Cinadian journal, was one whase title is characters.
lic, the Cenadian Freeman, published in this ¢ity by
Mr. Francis Colling, for some yvesrs prior tathe YGH’E‘

J
e Present

Tarvonto flirver, wlhich suceeeded it. My, Collins

was an able writer, independent and beld, He hay
little preference for either of the Canadian politieat
parties 3 alternately plonghing into the « Family
Compact,” and the ¢ Nadille-bazs.” e wys a sunt
of 0°Connell in giving nick-names to public charge-
ters, and some of his titles 10 nor public men are v
invogue, holding good to their living represantalives,
r

PLATFORMS FOR THE TIMES.
* (From the Toronlo Leader.)

Uroe

Ol all the fantastie forms which these rude stmetop
have been made to assume, we recollees noihine so
remarkible as thal tarned out of the Globe otlice oy
the 25th of Febroary, 1854, The pupose of (hic
new construction is abumlantly evideot.  Indewd
there is no mystery or concenlment abost the matter.
Mr. Biown, a baffled, dofuated, and diseonsslate poli-
tician, is tired of his isolation ; amd he plainly amd
openly makes an overtnre 1o one wiie of the torjes,
The faction played for are described as having bepr
¢ heretofore found voting al the electioms in faver ul
high chureh candidates * we are told th+i npon o-
casions they are *¢thoroughly conservative 7 big it
is alleged rhat they see ihe error of baving sepported
the claim ta dominancy of two churehes over all the
rest 5 and are therefore presomably in favor of uy
equal division of things temporal amore all the
seets,  Atany rate we are told that between these
active supporters aof tory candidates and ¢ the grea
mass of reformers there is linle dilierenes of opision,”
When Lhe phrase ¢ great mass® has been tanslated
into George Brown, its trne meaning, the correcinesa
of the deseription may be admiticd ; the acemd ot
views will be pretty nearly unanimons, This suppli-
cant for admission into the ranks of the Tories goes
&0 far as to offer terms on which the compiet shall be
based in the snug litile platform proposed as their
mutnal standing aronud. Just tuke a view of its ex-
ceadingly liberal proportions :

“1st. The entire separation of Chureh and State.
including the abolition of all clerical endowments.
Roman and Anglican. 2nd. Representation by popu-
lation. 3rd. An eflfective’ National Schonl system.
free from Sectariauism; and 4ih, uniform legislatio:
far both sections of the Provinee.?

This is certainly nnt a ereed that has ever been
professed by the Reformersof Canada.  White haised
reformers are o be sent to the Brown, schiool to learn
what their piineiples are. The separation of Cherch
and state is indeed a eardinal principle of the reform-
ers of Canada,  This is pligarized from the liber
creed ; but R is ahviousthal it is only nsed as a peg on
which o hane a proposition, the enteriaining of which
by the liberal party would effectnally defeat all their
attempts tosever Lhe connecting link between the stae
and certain religious seets  The reformers of Upper
Canada will, we suspeet, demur to the proposal that
they should form themnselves into a band of maraudets
and make a descent upori the praperty of the Roman

Cathotic Church in Lower Caaada, the cift of indivi- -

duals, and which never was, in any shape, the propurty
of the pablic.” Qbscrve the mild phraseology in
which this infamous proposal is conelied,~¢1he aboli-
tion of all clerical endowments, Roman or Anglican.
Abalition does not express the trne mewning of the
operation intended. Faney Mr. G. Brown at the hewd
of a motley gang of vepentaut high choreh conserva-
tives, armed with ¢ moskets and seythes and spadex,”
makinga descent npon the menastic institntions of
Lower canada ; paying hLis respects to the eonveuts,
and stripping them of their private endowments, aud
turning the owners intn the streets to find shelter as
best they mizht from the pitiless blast of 2 Quebee
winter.  Follow hin in his glorions work of relorma-.
tion till he has mude the tour af all the religious insti-
tutions in Lower Canada and confiseated their private
property, retuining laden” with the spuils of endow-
ments amassed from the gifls of privated individnals.
to spend his days in Edinburgh, in the advocaey of
liberal political sentiments and’ high protestant prin-
ciples. This is the operation intended 5 ta whomse-
ever its execntion may be entrosted.

That there is no analooy whatever between the
secularization of the Clerry Reserves, and the conlis
cation of the private endowments of the Roman Ca-
tholie Charch, in Lower Canada, few of onr readers
need to be 1old,

What would justify the secularization of the Clergy

‘Reserves woull by no meaas justify their confiscation.

Indeed scch confiscutions are ihe resnlts of revolulions
political or religious. In a time of profonnd peace:
in the abaence of any well founded complaints against
sich establishments; when there iz no revolntion of
religious opinion; when the people among “'h‘"“_
these establishmetts exist regard tiem as a necessary,
part of their religions system; in svch a staie o
things the confiscation of the monastic and other en-
dowments of the Roman Catholic Chureh, in Lower
Eanada, would be a piece of unparalleled public rob-
ery.” - .
0};19' of which however Protestunts have often beet
guilty ; and will be again, when they have the power-
**In’the days of Henry VII., much monastic
properly was confiscated. But thal was a time ¢




