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THE Bl RTH OF JESUS,-MTTrn 1. 18-25.
LuKE. 11. 1-7.

L. It wais a great honour confcrred on
Mary to be the mother of our Lord. This
1Vas testified by the Angel Gabriel,-Luke i.
42. This was thouglit so bi herself,-.Luke

'48. But great joy is otten followed by
great sorrow. Great honour is usually accom-
Panied by great tribulation. Though she was
hOnored to be the mother of our Lord, doubt-
lesS ler relatives, except IElizabeth's house-
hOld, lier acquaintances, and even Joseph hlm-
self to whom she wa-s botrothed, were so
loathe te believe in hier virtue, that they re-
garded lier account of lier state to be a pious
t1raud. Doubtless many of tlicm jeered and
8nleered at lier, calling lier not only an
hypocrite, but one deserving of death. Thiis
Inulst have b.eeni a sore trial to hier pure mind,
te be uîijastly blained by neiglibours, but te
be blanwd, itud not believed ii l'y Josephi, the
IUn, wl ,~of ail otherR, she loved. She
had the 'consciousness, of innocence. She
*8ould coam qt lier care to llim wlio judgetli
rigiteon,1 ,Iý This was lier consolation in the
ifidat or trlW, yet it was a trial notwithstand-

i t wus a great trial to Josephi to find
hl8 dear, beloved Mary to whomr hie was lie-
trothed, lui a condition that sliowed she wçag
faithless to hini, ivaîîtùiiii respect to her-seif;
Utfd a great si ner in the siglit of God. The
8trange, wonderfnl, but incredible story wtiich
Elle teld to accouat for lier apparent guiît,
Perplexedý( but did xuot covne 11e poiader-
ed over it, v. 19. Hie was a just mai~n, just
tOward8 (bid, just to himself and to lier.-
lie determined te put lier away, but not wil-
huig1 that she should be made a public exaraple
*8 law rellrd1etxxiv. 1. H1e thougit;
of Putting lier away privily.

'Il. The Lord appeared 'to Josýepli in a,
<Irearia Cod often î.anlfested llimself ii this'
wlly.-s(e Gea. xx. 3; xi.23. Namb. xii.
6* 1 Rings iii. 5. Mattli. ii. 13. Observe
the Lord did not manifest himacîf to Josepli
till aSter Mary and Josephi lad been sorely
tried. lie could have appeared earlier, and
li&ve tOld Joseph of the high honour con-
ferre-l on Mary. lie did not, however, in
'Order that their heurts miglit be exercised.

'*V- Jesus was the namne givea by (40( te
tIi lol Child. The naine Jesus means
Savi)u-r- 'Jhe reason is assigued for calling
hirm by this name, "lFor He shail gave 1-118
PeO)Ple froin their sins,"-M atth. ii. 21. TIis
*48 the grand objeet Christ hd il, view in
COfluxng into the world. To save His Pe&ple,

not the whole world, To save, not simply to
b. aun example-,. To save His people from
their sina, whidh alone coadeinas men to per-
dition. Tlie birth of Chirist was a matter of
prophecy,-Isa. vii. 14. Ia it His naine is
caîled "lEmmanuel," which is IlGod with us.'

V. As soon as Joseph rose in tIe morning
lie did as tIe Lord lad bidden hlmn. Josepli's
promptncss and courage, ia the disdliarge
of duty commends hlm to us. H1e feared
God, and to I)P.Lese Humi was not afraid to do
lis duty, in spite ef the contumely that would
-trise. Iii takîng Mary to wife in tlie circuni-
stances iii which lie was called, lie endorsed
lier position, aud subjected humself to tho
blame that was cast upon lier.

Vl Th le turne of Jesus's birth was duiring.
the tnxiag or enrolment ordercd by Ceasar
Aiuustus, wlio was Enîperor of the Rtoman
Empire. This was about the first year
before the beginniiug of wliat is called the
Cliristian er. With regard to the extent 0f
the enrolmnent, there can be iittle doulit tliat
tlie words 'the wliole world' la our common
version, should be rendered the whole land as
it is clear Judea only is meaaît.

VII. The place of Jesus' birth was
Bethleliein. This was not the place tliat
Mary usually resided iai,-Luke ii. 4. *But
slie and Joseph caino out of Galilee inte,
Judea te -Bethlelicm to be enrolled. The
reason for this is give,-Luke ii- 4 5. It
ivas foretold that Jesus should. corne out of
Bethleher,-Micah v. 2 -. Mattl. ii. 4, 6.-
John vii. 42.

See liow the Divine purposes will lie accorn-
plislied la tlie most minute particular.-
Ceasar Augustus lad xio idea of being instrui-
mental ia fulfilling a propliecy wlien lie Issued
lis decree,-Isa. x. 7.

V111. Christ was bora of the farnlly of
David. This was tlie burdea of prophecy,-
*Pal. cxxxii. 1.1. Jer. xxv. 5. Thougli for
royal desceat, Hie did not appear la royal cir-
cumstances. Josephi is reputed. father was
a carpenter living obscurely la Nwsaret.-
Whien lie and Mary camie to Bethleliem, tliey
foua(1 no other accommodation than a stable.
There Christ ivas born.. There fie was
wrapped ia swaddling clothes and laid la a
manger.

Learn, 1. That the path of lionour is the
,patli of difficalty.

2. That every thiag God says, Hie will do.
No distance ef tirne. No cornplexity of
circuinstances wlll interfere with the minute
fulfilmeat of lis promise.

3. The liurility ef Christ. lie iurnbled
hlimself to becorne a Ettle child.


