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R. T. BARLOW WALKER, of Minncapolis, is
another American lumberman-—one of the big
lumber kings of the United States--who believes that
the forests in his country are fast beiny depleted of their
best timbers, and that American lumbermen will have to
look to Canada for limits,  This is the way Mr. Walker
talked to an interviewer when in our city a fortnight
ago. He referred particularly to the Northwest districts
of his country, where the new homestead law, resarving
the land to the actual settler, is having a discouraging
influence upon the lumbermen,
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«5aw mills in the vicinity of Little Current,” said Mr.
Froude, of Wallace Mines, near Little Current, “are
very busy and will run until the snow thes. It is true
great quantities of logs are being exported from this sec-
ton by the Howry Bros. and others, but 1 cannot sce
that our mills are doing any less work on this account.
On the conteary, as 1 have intimated, there is an
mereased demand for manufactured lumber.  1f our
loys are going to the American side in lirge quantities,
and undoubtedly this is true, there are increased ship-
ments of sawn lumber finding a market there too.”
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“Business with us in Bruce county,” said Mr. A, Mc-
Kuaig, of Lucknow, “has been very good the past sea-
son, and we look forward to still better times ahead.
Lumber matters are looking up.  Our cut is chiefly squate
timber for the forcign market shipped on account of
McArthur Bros, ‘The shipments go to them at Quebec.
Whilst it is true that lumber in Great Britain has been
slow for a considerable time and the square timber trade
has been quict as a conscquence, yet the largely
increased shipments from Quebec, shown by the official
returns, indicate a greater consumption of lumber itcross
the Atlantic than for a considerable period of the past.”
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A writer in an American lumber journal throws senti-
wment to the winds and gets down to very pliin business
when, in discussing the subject of forestry, he says:
“T'he question is, how under our system of land hold-
mys any effective measures can be taken to presenve
forests around the head waters of the great rivers of the
country. These forests are mainly in the hands of lum-
bermen who bought them to manufacture, and, particu-
Jarly in the white pine country, prices have been paid
which are only justified by immediate manufacture and
which could not be justified by any forest culure
methods.  This is a problem that we can venture
10 say will not be sulved within the lifc of any now
living.”
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Mr. E. C. Grant, manager of the OQuawa Lumber Co.,
Ottana, Ont,, takes a hopeful and, at the sune ume, 2
cutious view of the lumber situation.  He says:
* I'here has been a better demand for all grades of lum-
ber tlus year than there has been for some time.
Fhough the different yards have not such a depleted
appearance as they had last fall, still it is not a siyn that
there are not ready sales, as ncarly everything has been
sould some time ago, most of which has passed into the
hands of the nuddleman. A number of firms, ours
wmciuded, have been considerably delayed by not having
their logs come forward as soon as we eapected through
bemyg detained by the jam on the Gatincau, as the
Upper Ottawa Boom Co,, as well as the mill men, are
very much handicapped at present by the scarcity of
men, who are leaving for the woads to accept positions
«t very much advanced wages to what they have been
sctng for some time.  However, on the whole, we
think that the outlook for neat season tends to be quite
+s good as this, and we see no reason why the present
prices should not remain firm.”

Bay City, Mich, bas a lumberman, in My, Albert
Miller, who has not lost hope in the Saginaw valley
as o good centre for a lumber busmess. I Much
1igan supplies are nearly exhausted he sees abundant
stock across the border on this side of the line.  Mr.
Miiler has suffered heavy losses from fire this year, yet
he 1s ready for busimess agiun the tirst opportanty. He
15 reported as saying . 1 do not know what business 1
shall engage in, but 1 believe a new saw mill on the pre-
mises burned over would be the proper move to make,
I consider the chances of a saw mill better to-day than
they were cight years ago.  With the forests of Canada
open to our doors, and a safe means of bringing logs to
our shores, there is no reason why the mills of Saginaw
river cannot continue to be as important a fictor as ever
in the business lustory of this city.”
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A few weeks ago T had a chat with Mr. J. A, Spauld-
ing, lumber merchant, Philadeipliug, Pa. He was m the
country, more on pleasure bent than business, but he was
looking around to sce what business might be doing.
“1 deal chicfly in pine,” said Mr. Spaulding, *“and this
class of timber is becoming scarce enough in important
parts of the States to make it necessary to Jook else-
wliere for our stocks, and we have to rest in no small
measure on Canada.  There is little doubt that in Mich-
igan in pacticalar the supply of timber is nearly ex-
hausted. ‘Those interested may want this statement
qualified, but actions speak louder than words, and the
proof is in the migration of Michigan lumbermen, so far
as sccking sapplies 1s concerned, to Wisconsin, the
South, your country and elsewhere whete it is beheved
timber is to be found. \What has surprised me as a
reader of the CaNana LUMBERMAN is the modesty of
your lumbermen in making themselves known to the
Americantrade.  Wholesalers like myscif are constantly
in need of stocks, which [ am sure are in your country,
but 1 should suppose that the announcements of men
who have lumber for sale, to be found in your columns,
represent but a smadl fraction of the number engaged in
thetrade m vour country ; and t suppnse they arein busi-
ness to do business,
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There are not many departments of trade more cos-
mopolitan in their character than lumbering. At one
time or another, timber, in some quantities at least, has
been found in ahmost every part of the globe.  We look
upon America is perhaps the greatest timber country of
the world, but the sview of most lumbermen is, we
believe, broad enough to give them an interest in timber
operations wherever they may be carried on, near or far.
I admit to having been considerably interested in an
account of the great teak forests of Northern Siam,
some mention of which is made in another part of this
month's LUMBERMAN,  Some obseinvations made by an
American lumberman, Mr. I Bergland, of Mannette,
Wis., who has recently returned from $weden, his former
home, has avakened my interest in lumbering in another
part of the world. 1 do not know but what his state-
ments of the magnitude of lumber manufacturmy in
Sweden will perhaps surprise Canadian  lumbermen.
He says: “The northern portion of Sweden is a vast
forest of timber, differing from our white pine and more
resembling the Norway of this country, though of a
better quality.  The style of cutting the trees and
delnering the logs to the mill does not differ much from
the manner i which it is done in this country.  In the
mills are principally gang saws, varying from two to
tuenty sans in a frame.  In most of the mills ten to sin
teen gangs, and in one of the larger ones forty pangs.
Circalirs are not uscd, neither are band saws.  There
are no trimmers or edyers, as their work is all done by
hand. Mills are run both by steam and water, but
prncipally by stecam. The lumber is more carefully
manufactured than here. It is for forcign markets,
Australia, France and other countries, and cut into much
different styles of lumber than in this country. It is nat
cstunated into the thousand feet, but by so many pi‘cu:s
of certaun lengths and sizes.  Different dimensions have
different prices.  After heing sawed in the mills it is cut
by hand into several dasses required and cut with o
great deal of care, giving it a finished appearance.  Itis
kept under cover while piled.  The scows upon which it
is taken to the vessels for loading have a roof over them
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so that the fumber shall not become injured by being
wet., There is a great deal of labor placed upon it after
it leaves the milly which adds to its cost and value,
Thic cost of such lumber theie is in excess of our lumber
here, The wages of orduuy laborers in the il are
205 to g cronns o day, 4 cronn beimg 27 cents, making
the daly wages 6y cents 1o $tadav. I single districts
of 100 nales there ate fsom 200 to joo saw mills.  The
government segulates the catting of all timber, no
natter by whom owned, and ne trees e aliowed to be
cut down below a certain sive, A selection is made and
trees minked by agents of the government designating
such trees as must not be cut.  In this way the smaller
trees are givenh an oppottunity to grow, fuinishing good
timber for cach successive generation,  Many of the
mills there sne constructed entirely of iron, not a stick
of timber or wood being connected with them,”
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The lumbermen of British Columbia took advantage
of the recent visit of the Hon. Mackenzie Bowell, Minis-
ter of Militin, and ex-Minister of Customs, to that pro-
vinee, to discuss with him the question of the duties on
Douglas Fir going into the United States. Whae,
under the McKinley tariffl white pine is admitted on a
duty of $1 per thousand feet, Douglas 1ir is tased $2.
Mr. R H. Alesander, of the Hastings mill, who was
spokesman for the lumbermen, stated that Douglas Fir
was scheduled in the United States tniff as pine, but
wias classified as other woods, and consequently did not
come uader the $t regulation.  “The Americans, how.
cver, could buy logs hetey and he thought the lumber
should be put on the same footing as pine fiom Eastern
Canada.  Piteh pine and redwood were bhoth admitted
nto Canada free, while British Columbia fir and c:dar
were dutiable in the United States. This usutped their
howme market, as the tir would be largely ased in the
castern provinces. A quantity was used for railway car
sills, but they had to compete with the pitch pine, and
were at considerable disadvantage, as it could be got
a little less. ‘The saw mill interests in this province
thoughn that it was only fair that their products should
be admitted free, or that Canada should retaliate,
Their cedar wood was met by the redwood, even in
Winnipeg.  ‘They were not afraid to compete on cven
terms if they would let the Douglas fir in free into the
United States, as it was of better quality, having a closer
grain,  They would rather meet them fairly, and cither
base free trade or a duty on both sides.  Aninterchange
with Austraha would be of the greatest advantage to this
province.  The colony of Vidoria was proposing to
imposc a duty of 23s. per thousand feet on Oregon pine,
and they dlassitied their products as the same. Al-
though it was really Douglas Fir they could not put ona
differential taritt.”  Mre. Bowell in reply said that the
matter, which was a very difficalt one to settle, was
alrcady  under  consideration.  The Americans  had
exempted spruce in the list somchow or other, doubtless
because it was o great industry in Maine, which was
then represented by My, Blaine, who showed that he was
willing to sacrifice Michigan but not Maine. It was a
question whether, considering the Jumber botanically,
the Douglas Fir is pine or spruce.  After imvestigating
the matter, and obtaining the opinion of well known
agricalturalists and botanists, like Piof. Saunders, it was
decided that it was not really pine but spruce. I any
onc looked at the needles they were the same as the
castern spruce. He said he had seat to his son for
some needles, and on eaamination they had come to this
dedision,  He thought the Americans had not wiled it as
pine. Inoaeply to an enguiry of Mr. Mesander whether
1t was not the case that the Northern Pacific railway
had taken Oregon pine into Manitoba, while building
their line there, and used it in bridge-, M Bowell
replied by stating that this was not correct, or,of su, they
must e smuggled itin, They bad had certain con
cessions, and they had avery Tong fight on the matter.
Pach pine was admitted free for use m shipbuilding, but
but since the date of that arrangement Donglas Fir or
pine had been used Lirgely, espeaially in car bailding,.
Alarge number of ficight cars, especially the tlat ones,
were built of this pine, as it was the best and lasted
lungest.  Pitch pine and ted wood were originally
admitted into the country, because there was none to he
obtained.



