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Whether it is wise to dispense with the notice prescribed by
the. Rules mee doubtful, and yet the inclination of the Appel-
uite Division appears to be in the line o.f treating an originating
notice as unnecessary, if the parties ehoose to waive it. But the
originating notice is intended to be not dnly a sabstitute for a
writ of summona, but also for a statement of claimi in an action,
and for a Judge to dispense with an originating notice and accept
the oral statement of counsel, is like waivîng the filing of any
pleadizigs in an action. And an order drawn up without any-
thing on itB face to ehew hoiv the Judge camne to pronounce it, or
ou what claim or demand it is based, or, how the Judge caxno to
bave any jurisdiction to make it, would seem to bte obviously
defective,-and a record of sucli an order having nothing on the
files of the court ta support it, would be like a judgment pro-
nounccd without any writ of summons or pleadings, and brit for
the dicturn of the lcarned Chief Justtice one would imagine to be
about as valuable as a picce of waste, paper.

In the anxiety of the court to escape f rom technicalities, it
is possible to go too far, but as hard cases bave often been found
to make bad law, s0 also they may be found also to make bad
practice.

The "'slap dash " mcthod of administering the law finds great
favour with some lawyers but we venture to doubt whether h
is a wise method for practitioners either to take themise]ves, or
to invite complaisant judgcs to take.

PROPERTY AND CIVIL RIGHTS.
A legal journal is not concerned with the present agitation

as to Prohibition, but -%ve have a distinct duty as to the preserva-
tion of laîv and order and the conservation of the principles
whichi have been instrumental in the maintenance of steadincess
in the progressions and developmcnts which must be part of the
history of every nation, and which have been particillarly notice-
able in that of the British Empire; and theste changes and
developmients will run their course es long as this l)ispcasation
lasta. As to this developruent, a president of the Trades and
Labour Council, on a recent occasion, said: "There can be no0
develop ment but by the orderly -;-rogress of evolution."


