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CURRENT TOPICS.

'l'le retiremient ut' Geuteral Manîager Hays
is itot only a serions luss to the G.T.R. Co.,
but to te Caîtadian raiîway service generally
Il totle)îîiin lite rinary course

ut'eveitts it was hardly bo be expecled tat lie
would reitaiuiperînanently witb te 6.1.R.,
thie Iigliest oflice Iii its service belig a gen-
eral iiaiiai4erslilt., xvlnîie ouite other side ut'
the hune tliere are su mn)i roads witb tbe
îeîîpîiîîg positionî ut' 1 resident tu be secured
ity 1 ractical utteu. But it wxas tlîought thal be
would bc likely Lu reitiain bere at least a t'ew
ve ars louig4r, until tîte various betterments lic
tîad plaiined liad been carried ont.

Iii tbe fixe shtort years silice Mr. Hays
caîie Lu Cantada uie uias accuniplislted great
& iii sontie inîstanîces inarvellous work. The
record uft Iis wxas given su t'ully inouir Augusl
issue tlîat .ve %vill liot refer lu il now furîluer
tban Lu brietiy poinîtount thaItte pitysical con-
dition ufthIe property lias becten toruîîonsly
npruved; tbe permtanent way lias beeîî cbang-

ed in aligiiiimeui, gradients &ý structures, su as
lu pernmit ut' the iauîiîtg ut' astly increased
loads & te iiaking out'bet 1er limite ;buildings,
structures, &c., have beent itoderiîized, & une
ont uft lrec îîîost iportaunt îorks îudei-
taikeu uias beeut cuitpleted, Ille rebuilditg ut'
the Victoria bridge, vlile sinilar wurk on lue
Intlerntionîal bridge & Ilie bild(iiîg ut' general
ufliýces inii Monitreal arc well uuider way.
E-qîuallv great iniprovenîeîtts have beeîniade
iii teequipuient & îun tue operationi ut'tlie
liiie.

In the finaîîcîal branch excellent paving
arrangements have been made with the C.-P.
R., wiîiî tbe 'abasli, & withthIe 1Inîercoloniau
for rîînning riglîts, the Cent ral Vermiont & the
Chticago & G.T. have been reorganized & put
oui a sotind basis, wiîb the almosl certainty
that the iuanciai resulîs wiul be cminently
salisfactory, net earnings bave been largely
increased, & the stock, &c., of thie Co. bas
apprecialcd muny millions during the past
fixe years. 1

No doubt Mr. Hays was fortunate iii taking
ltold of' the G.T.R. just xvheu imies counnienc-
cd Lu iiti1 rove & sonileut' thie credit for te
clialtged .l fuaîcial positioni u'fte Co. iutlbe
attrîbuled lu that c'ause, but the larger pur-

tiou uftte imipruveiuient is undoutbtedly dite tu
te clîauged nmetltods lie iiirouced & lu lte
xvrk of tbe able staff wxitb wlicb be surruuuîd-
cd himiselt'.

Mr. llays' relations witlu tbe public have
beeti sinuglarly happy. He lias confiîîed hini-
self slrictly Lu bis dulies as a railway officiai,
lias neyer oblruded iii aîy other capacity &
bas beemi uiifornmlv courteons iin bis aduiinis-
t ratîuut.

l'ersuutally %ve desire lu express our xaritt
alîureciat înof t'Mru. Has iiitailiiig readiiîess
to î- 1 e- w it h ils iniri isit ig thle lai est
relialîle inftormit ion about t lic affairs & opera-
ticis ut'f tlle G'' .Atthie very flrst lie real-
zed oui-r desire lu ptiblisli thle t'îllest & itiust

atlent ic informiationi possible, & sawx thiat il
w as to the inlterest uft ie Co. lu furnisît it.lut
thle first inter-view te xxriter liad wxit hit, MIr.
i-ays said lie fîlIv appreciated the imiportanice
ut' a t'ailway pape r scectlrilîg absoluîtely reliable
iformtat ion & that lic vould prefer lu be ask-

cd for il, ito mutaer lîuxv trequentIy, ralliec
t lîau have incorrect or incumplele iatter pub-
lislied. As a rcsîîlt oumr relations xwiit iuî

have beeui ut a niosl pleasant nature. No
iatter hoxw ofleuî we reqîuesled informîationî,

lie uever advantced thIe I catît be botIiered
llea, or t'atiled luo reply lrirptly, bis practice
iii Illsi slsect lîuiuîg utnîîîauked t'ont rast tlo

îuiaî t' iliv t uic-railway offuiTcials, Iliougli%
ar'e glad lui say îliey are lèxv iun uumber, xviu
eittuci fail lu reply 10 civil etîquiries or attswer
su lardily thlaI t iem Il does come 10 ltaid it is
ut' no lise.

In expressing regret at Mr. Hays' returli tu
the United States xve are sure we are correct-
ly voicing public opinion in Canada.

The appointnient of Geo. B. Reeve lu suc-
ceed Mr. Hays came as a great surprise, his
itite nul having been aînong the severalt
whiclt were nîentioned by the rumor mongers. 1
W«hen lie retired trom the General T1raffic
.Naniager-sliip ofthtle (Co. last spring it .%,a,,
thuugbl that he woutd îlot enter the railway
service again under aniv circumstanccs. He
had been wiîlî the Co. for 40 years, was 1
undcrstood Lu have amassed a comfortable 1
competence, lie received a liberal penîsion 1
fromn the superann tat ion. fund, & he bad a i
charining pruperty iii Sotbern California to 1
which lie retired with the intention of spend- i
ing te balance of bis life. His selection is a
tribute lu hîs undoubted great ability & te
appointmnent lias been received witb enthu-
sîasnm. Though an old servant of the Co., he
us Onteuof the new scbool in his metbods, his
location at Chicago iii the C. & G.T. service
bas given himi an international experience, &
there will be no cessation of the vigorons
policy ut' managenment inlroduced hy Mr.
Hays, iin wbich Mr. Reeve took part for over
t'our- vears. XViile satisfactory on1 the grotînd
ut' eficiencv, te appuintiment is extremnely
pupular with tîhe public & wvith the otficials &
enîployesuof te Cu.

IL mav bc iiiîerestiiig to reproduce thie re-
marks made hy President Sir Rivers Wilson
at lte semi-annual meeting of the Co. last
spring, when lie said :-I ain sorry to have
Lu axînounce to you tbat our General Traffle
Manager, Mr. Reeve, affer a long & success-
fui & faitbful service Of 40 years, is about to
retire fru n our service-be will retire on May
i îîext. It is a matter of te most sincere re-
gi-et to lis that he is leaving lis, because bis
services are quile uof an excepliouial character.
He is a mari who lias been devoled to ouîr in-
tercst for- very niany ycars. He bas brought
intelligence ut' a high order tu bear, & the re-
suit of bis work bas been most valuable &
mnost useftul to the interests of titis Co. 1 tbink

it is only due Lu hinii & itwill be only interesting
Lu you, that 1 should read to you the îvords of
NIr. Hays iii ainîuuîcing lu us the must re-
grettable circumistance utf Mr. Reeves re-
tirement. He writes iis :-' Mr. Reeve bas
filled the position of telegrapli operator,
agent, train despatcher, soliciting for freigbt
agent, division frciglit, & finally General
Traffic Manager, in wbicli position be lias per-
fornîed tbe dulies of the office energetically &
faithfülly, & Lu the credil of the Co. he repre-
seîîts,' & Mr. Hays goes on to say-' I1îîeed
ltardly say 1 sîtaîl part witb Mr. Reeve wilh
extrenie regret. I have uever bad an officer
associated îvitlî me in the positioni occupied
hy Mr. Reeve, in whose judgment, zeal &
idelity I placed greater confidence. His lonîg
coiîiectiuii willî & consequent fanîiliarily witlî
te tramei conîditions ut' the property have
made lus services iighly valuable.' '«ell,
tuiaI tribute trunî Mr. Hays, than whom there
15 nl a beller judge on the continenît of
Anierica, is a very bîgb tribtîte iuîdeed to
te %valuieut' Mr. Reeves services. Wc shall
part witb Iini witlî the utniost possible
regret."
Wlde Rail Baise.

An importanît departure, tîte result of whicb
will be watched with iuierest, is being made
bx' the G.T.R. on the second track whicb is
heing laid betweeui Hamilton & Niagara
Falls. The new rail is the Amnerican Society
ut' Civil Etîgiuicers' stanîdard 8o-lb sectionî, iii

exeyresp)ect exceît ltai i iin. lias beeni added
t othe widtlî ut'lite base, & Iin~ i. to thle heigbt
(fii the base), îîîaking base utf' rail 6, iistead
uf' ý5 in. xide, incî'easing the bcaring surface
oin a tic xvit 8 iii. face front 40 10 48 sq. in. or-
20"' 13%, titis very large increase ut' bearing
surface, iL islitoped lu 1 îrolutg te weariiîg

capacity & lite of' cedar ties f'rouni2o to 25,,.

The addit jonai steel used lit the rail, in order
lu pruvide the ider base, nakes the weiglit
go, instead of 8o lhs. pet- yard.

<.ov crîîm.memt 1ai1wa-y for M an ittolua.
Several deptutat ions fIront Western Niani-

tuba have recently %waited ontlProviîîcial Pre-
miier Roblin, urging additional railwav con-
struction. \lr. Roblini is reporied as ha.vinig
said that for sonme reason nieit her thle C. PA.
nor the N. P. R. intended to increase titeir
lines in the Province. lie stated definitelv
that the Goverumiiett would build a road, but
was nut prepared t<i say what the route wotuld
be. He would, wîth bis culleagues, give the
inatter inmediate attention, & the road wvould
be constructed in districts wlbere the greatest
good wvuuld accrue to the greatest unmbers.
ln speaking at Morden recenitly lion. R\.
Rogers said the Goveriment w~as detertnined
to secure a toc. wheat rat e lu Lake Superior,
alîhough it mnight take sonie lune lu do su.

Tihe -Soo 'Llne's itimprovedl Postionî.

By reference to the lîaif- -vearly statentettu'
the C.P.R. Co. to june 3o last, i1t %vill be secît
that the Minneapolis, St. Patil & Sanît Ste.
Marie Ry'. Co. lias been enabled t pay back
the balance uof interest advanced to tl bv th(
C. P.R. ('o., aniuunting 10 $b38,846.8o. Tii
is a very satisfactor), showing for the subsid-
iary line, wvicii is a valtuable fceder tu the
pîarent systenm, & whibcli nîay' reasuuîablv lx'
expectedi for the ftiture to take care of itself',.
îîotwitbstandiîîg the predictions of' the croak-
ers wlîo bave been pointing to its construction
& acqîîirement by the C.P.R. Co. as a mis-
take. '«e have always looked on the acqUire-
mrent ut' the " Soo " lne as an evidence of'
sounid foresight on the part of the C.P.R.
management, & results are endorsing titis
opinion.

Extension of tlte Intercolonial.

At the recent farewell dinner to Mr. Hays
in Montreal, the Minister uof Railways vas
very empbiatic iii cxpressing his desire to sec
the I.C.R. extended westward. [t will be
seeit by the report on aniother'pagc lic said
tbe road was not goinig to stop at Montreal,
& predicted its extension to Sault Ste. Marie.
It looks as though this question would be a
lîve une during the term ufth Ie reccntly elect-
ed îîarliaiiîent.

Aeetylene (kas oit Stealtlîboats.

Capt. Donnelly, iin speaking at the recent
diîtnier of the Canadian Electrical Associationi
ini Kingston, said that in inspcctiuîg a steant-
buat a short timte since lie foîund it lit by acety-
leute gas, wbich was contrary not only to (,ait-
adian marine laWs, but to ail reasout, as it catt
only be safely used ini a dry & coul place, &
such ant almosphere is not fousnd on a steant-
boat. This is a iiatter tîtat steaiboat uwit-
crs will (lu well to bear-il iii îi,îd.

lThe Micligali Central Ry. lias raiseci ils
telegraphers' salaries about 15.~

The Secretary ut' the Caîtadian Matnfactu-
rers' Association lias recelved a letter front
the Departnment uof Railways 10 ltte effect tb.ct
iin future before an%, change in railway rates,
classificationis or regnlations is cndorsed by
the Government a commiiittee ofîthe Associa-
tion will be giveni an opportunîty of express-
ing the views of the mnanufacturers regarding
the proposed changes.

As a train was mioving out of a Scotch
station, a man in une of the comtpartnments
noticed that the porter ini whose charge lie
itad left t ls baggage liad itut put it limb thle
vauLt, & su slîouted out to hini

Ili, you old ool I What du you meatit 1
not putting my luggage into your van?"

lThe porter replied : " Ah, man, your lug-
gage is iteer sncb a fouI as v'otrself. nr
on lte xroiîg train."
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