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MoST heartily do ire congratulate Dr. Iewart on bais
re-election ta the editorial chair af the Chrislia,:
Guariacn. Contiderirîg the long timte that lie bas
occupied that .position, and the dcîcmtiined mautly
stand he taak, on the University Question, a good

- nany people more than hait cxpcîed there trould bc
a change. But our aId neighbouir has been fighting
on the salde ai the large battalians, and coînes back to
tais post witb more influence than hc bad belote.
Armînian theology aside, the Gutu'diain, unricr Dr.
Dew2rt's management, is an admirably conducted
paper, conspicuously sensible and fatir on ail (lues.
doans of a local and nmoral nature. We wish our aId
neigbbour ail manner of success, and hope he inay
bc spared and elected ta conduct the Guardiai just
as long as be wants ta work in that way.

A CONTENIPORARY that miglit have known better
aays that the thirty tbousand dollar subscriptions
conditionally offered in the Conférence last week ta
Victoria University are the largest sums lever given
ta i denor.;national institution in this country This
is a mistake. Mr. Jamies McLiren gave $5o,ooo ta
Knox College witbout any conditions. The pa -t af
the Presbyîe.-ian Coliege building in Montreal, known
as Morrice Hall, cost Mr. David Morrice, we believe,
about $75,000. WVe bave sat the figures befare us,
but we feel rensonably certain that the late Edwvard
and joseph INcKay and Mrs. Redpath have each
given aur Montreal institution over $30,0c0. W'e
hope aur Nlethodist frienAs may gel larger subscrip.
lions thn.n a-ny ai these, tnd wlien they do we miy
hasar ftomn a few more rich Presbyterians. So may
it bc.__ _ _

BEFORE US lies a most interesting phatograpb. It
bears the imprint, "lTan Tian Cbong, Pliotographer,
Tamsui." The workmansbip is excellent ; but for the
legible inscription it would be difficult ta determinc
whetber it had flot been produced by sanie ni our pro-
minent Canadian irtists. It is a view ai Sintiam
Chapel, built aisolid stone in three months under Dr.
M.%ackay's persanal supervision. The building is
massive and gracefâl. Solidity, however, is its niost
conspicuaus characteristic. The design is in the
main a masive Gathic, though the finias are ai an
oriental cast. A well-proportioned spire gives coin-
pleteness ta the appearance of a building that wotild
in several patts of Canada be an improvemrent on
many aftour existing churches. Behind tbe church
building, and tiniler ste shade oa a ity mouintain, saes.
tics a commodiaus, comiortable and substantial look-
ing manse, with the saine style ofiternminais rcsting an
the chimney teops as those gracing the cburcli itseif
WeJ cans urtierstand tire fervent thankfiness with
wbich Dr. .àIackay wauld bail the completion ai the
building. May it shelter successive gcnerations af
faithiul and devaut Chinese Christians.

Mosr gratifying bas been the testimony given b-,
mnembers ai the Conferences especialiy those framn
Manitoba and the North-West, in regard to tbe pro-
gress ai aur niissionary work in that regian. It was
affirnied again and again that aur work there as
bacera pushed with great skilE and enci-gy, and no

sirnîl arrmnt ai credit was given to tatr superinten-
dlent, Mr. James Robertson. In fact, the references
ta the progress ai Presbyterianismn ini the North-West
were su frequent ail su emphintic that the iiissionary
se cretary, Dr. Sutherland, gat tise lenst bit riicd, and
dcclInrcl thât sai tbings consideted, Meîbodismn was
doing quite as weil out there ns Prcsbyterianismi. WeJ
attitch aniost as ilitch importance to the testimony
of titese MaIthotlist bretbren as we do ta our own re-
ports. If tbecre is but ane tbing un titis earth that a
live Methodist itrencher knows, it is successfitl work.
Ile aiways knows aggressive wotk wben lie secs it.
Wliet tese meinmbers ai Conférence say aur mission
work i weil maniagedi and vigarotisly puslied ini the
Nortlt-WVst, our Churcit may test assured titat sucit
is the case. The Coni',rence decided tai appoint a
Nissiainry Superiiîtenulent, whase duties will be mlurb
the samie .s MJr RZobe.tsnn's. There s ranin enotiglb
anI work enrugli rut tiere for ai the Chuirclbs. WeJ
-ire glad stet others lire going in, but flot ait ail sorry
tbat ive gnt weli iodged titerc betore satie nfilicim
started. Calvinisin is a gaod thing for these: prairies
but Calvinisin r.ever works better tban wlien sortie ai
tire ailler systeins are working itear it. We bape
Conférence wiil appoint a gaod genial nmani for super-
intendent. WVe aimost imagine we se bina and
Brother Robertsont starîing nul on a ilbtickboard " for
-a Cao-mile drive.

IN the matter ai doing the agrecable tai distin-
gîiisbed visitars thte Meboadist Conference far e'cels
aîty Presbyterian Citurcit court. Sir John Maccion-
aid, Mr. Blake, Mr. Mulock and the Hon. G. W.
Ross, visited the Conference, were introduced, warmn-
1>' weicomied and made nice little addresses ta thte
brethreit. fi is a matter af deep regret that the
Conférence was so absorbed wiîb the University de-
bale liat tIb-y could saot afford Sir John an oppar-
tunsity ta explain ane or two matters. Our Metito-
dist friends bave aiways claimed that they lead the
van on the Temperance question. Perbaps tbey do,
and il would have been a pre-eminenîly praper îluing
for thein ta bave aslked Sir John bow il camnes
about that the Scott Act has such bard lines in a
parlianient in which be bas sucb a large majarity,
and over whicb lie bas aimost absolute contrai.
Wben a Scott Act boom strikes a caunty aur Metha-
diçt friends are neyer backward in asking wlîat
course Preshyleriin ministers are likeiy ta pursue,
nar are saine oi tbemr very charitable ;-i their criti-
cismrs if an occasional minister fails ta gel up the
requisite amauint ni enîtusiasm. Sir John cans do
mare for the Scott Act than any other Presbyterian
innster-he is bath a Presbyterian and a minister

-and the Conférence should have interviewed him
an te question. But the brcthiren didn't make any
sign an the Scott Act. Thcy migbt also have given
hisn an opportunity ta say whaî: be is doing with tbnsc
Indita agents in the Nartlt-West about whose con-
duct aise mrissionaries complain. Had the veteria
P'remtier been in lthe General Assembiy when ibis
question was being discussed tite Presbyterians wouid
have been happy ta have given bimr an oppartunity
ta say %visat: e is geing ta do with those agents.
lThe Conference tigbit also have asked bim somte-
tbing about Mr. Charlton's Seduction -'ill, and ste
apposition ai sorme ai bais colleagues ta any good Sab-
bath law. A golden oppartunity was last, we fecar.
No daubt Sir John wauld bave laera mast happy ta
bave explained everything, but the Conference did flot
give him achance. Na turne, we suppose.

DR. GRIFFIN made a goad point neatly -*-the Con.
ference the other day. Spe -king against tbe exten-
sian ai the ministerial serr tu, four years, Mr. John
Macdonald, the well knr wn and higbîy csteemed
wbalesale merchant ai this city, stated that be bad
been forty-one years a local Mctbodist preacher, and
"heb hated ta sec thu rernoval ai aid and bonoured
landmarTks.'t Dr. Griffin expresscd bis astonisbment
11sit Mr. Macdonald sbauld wish tbem la remain
wbere they were forty.one years aga, and pîeasantly
remnarkcd that if Mr. Macdonald liad conducted bais
business an tbis principle, bais hi-.tMr would bave been
different. Wil saidi, Brother Griffin. Had Mr. Mac-
donald conductcd bis business an this principle be
twnuld probably now be a salesntan in saine store at a
sil salary, instead ai an influential wholesale nmer-
chant. There air' seve:.àl tbousand rnenon tis on
tinent wlto make progressive changes in their busi-

ness, in tbeir fanis, in fact in everyîhing iît wbicb a
change niakes for gond ; bîît the moment you propos-r
a beneficlal change iii anythiîîg ion.essentinl abolit
tite Churcit titey sitatt "innovation," "lsacriege,"

4unconstittiiîii," Il incntîelnt" Il t/ltit vires," ut
saine vther wont about svltose mtenniîîg tltey niny liave
flot even a aliti idea. They show far sila e enlerprise
ans] amtbition in daing titeir own work titan in dnoing
tltv Lordis. 'Mr. Join Matzcdonit docs flot beiouîg ta
tIais class by any mteans. lie is a imari that any ciîy
or any enominationt ittiglît icel proud ai andc grateini
for, but lic jus: Itappcnecd tuatise lit argurment ditt
!ýas been used t00 itany ltteis ta block pragrcss in
mîaîty Churcies. In lthe saiste speeccî INr. Macdonald
state-1 titat m-very other Clîmîrcit is sighing for tise
itiîteracy. i>urst:ing liiotiier Grifin's fine ai illustra.
lion we mtigbt say that if NIr. Macclanald's leclgerslhald
flot sitown more ncctîracy durinig bis splendid business
carcer tirait titis staentt shtows, lie %votld perltaps
îtow be "on the road." 'l'ie i>resbyîerian Cbîîrci for
c :e ts alot sigtiitg fuir the itineracy. If we ivanteil i
ive coull hîavc it. Thiere is, bowever, a good deil oa
sighing iut certaint Meîiîodist qtîarters. Ncnrlyali the
best prezacliers are sigiting for ait extension ai lthe
ministeriai ternti, and ntatty ai the peuple airc sighing
for the privglcge ai caiiing thecir uwni iiiters. A
gootintny ai tlîem htave ssit beyitnclise siglîing stage,
and Ilcntered ani invitaion i ta site ntan ni tieir
citoice. Oi course il ivotîlc not (Io to say il cnii."
IThat sounds toa Prcsbyteriaîî.

TIIEOLOGY1 PROGie.£ssiJ l.

WVîlA'r in other days ias the Theological Senn
ai thte North-WVest is now, in contplimîent la the nici
ary ni ils mast generous donor, ternted the NlcC%.r
mick Thecological Seminary. It lias donc good %vosk
in the past ; bonoured tnmies bai-e been asbociathd
wit «t ils praiessoriai chairs, anîd able minîisters nfi l t
New Testament have gradîîated f romn is halls. Lda
our aîvn and ntany sintilar scîtoals ni the prophects,
the çession opens îvitb an inaugural lectture. Th.s
ycar I>rofessor Curtis ivas lte lecturer. He took for
bais ttente " The Minister the Interpreter ai GIads
Word." The lecture, as it is reproduccd, is sat.nd,
judicious and compreltensive. It reîeais a ilind titat
iuiiy appreciates ail tîtat lias conte tous iront tbe pas:,
tbe permanency ai the great cardinal doctrines ai our
Italy iaith. This itoweî-er ducs flot exciudc the te.ibh
ing ai experience in dte iiistory ai the Churcit, the
ma-ty discoî'crics in the '.arians fields ni iliblical
research and thte clearer insiglit into the nteaning of
Scripture whiclt the Haly Spirit îoucbsaies ta tIhe
earnest and singie-istindecl inquirer. Vihile indulg.
ing in no tendcîîcy ta loase speculation, Proiessar
Curtis is keenîy alive ta the inteilectuai and mioral te.
quiremnrts ai tue prescrnt lime. He claims thit
tbeaiogy ks a progressive science. Thtis bc explaîns
by stating tuat it is "progressive, tnt in ste discovert
ofinew miate, al, for the sacred canon k, ciosed. aitd
nature is the saine ta-day as yesterday, but pragres-
siue in a new and tuler arrangement af iant mait
rial ; progressive in the new emphasis given ta tic
trutlt therein found." The substance of ttology, ".tb
unioIded by c.andid students ai the Divine Word, may
always remain the samne, but the liglît and shadait,
the perspectiv-c, change in cver age. Gad as cicr
leading His people mbt a tuiler understanding ofIflîs
truth."

On the subject ai crceds he says several excelleit
îbings in a judiciaus way. Tîtose wbo regard an
autbarized formula ai doctrine arran.-ed by fallible
mnen as the anc absolute stantdard for a!' tiîne and La~
ail people may be sîiglîtly disturbed by *bat I'rofas-
sur Curtis says ai the Confession ai Faith. No ar.c,
bawever, thougb but sligbtiy acquainted witb dtis
trend ai îbougbt withii tbe Churclhes af aur tin.,
wiIi be surprised.at the position he takes. There aie
some wha pose -as aidvanced thinkers, and wbo like
ta, say startiing things for the mecre pleasure ai sayirsg
tbem, an:d watching for the flutter tbey -rn.-kc Il is
flot ta titis ciaiss tîtat Prafessor Curtis beiongs. Hie
is seda-te, tloughtiui, sobcr-minded. He refersolu ie
slait:ment in the Canfession thmait caunacils aind synods
may crr, and cîaiming no iniaiiibility for itscli. Thte
WVestminster Asscmbly superseded previaus forn.ý-
las and consîructed anc ofitheir awn. Il Vhat,» asks
Dr. Curtis, "«did this signify i Tbey rejected tht
aId confessions and frameda neiv ane, that the nemtr
migbî be better than the aid. Did tbey then leave
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