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upon hilm on one
occasion, when the
elasu-rooi was
crowded, to speak,
and theu, when he
was telling bis ex-
perience, Mr. Mat-
theson slipped in
behind him into bis
seat, and said,
"Now,Georgo, lead
the clam." Fron
this there was no
escape, as ho occu-
pied the floor with-
out any possibility
of getting a seat.

The talents and
oonsecrated seal of
the young convert
were such that soon
the vole of the
Church summoned
him to public ser-
vine for the Mas-
ter. Overcoming
bis natural diffi
dones, ho was in-
duoed te perform
the duty of a local
preacher. This ho

REV. GORG DIJOUGLAs, E.X-President of th GnI#Mru did with nu 3h nue-
Conferenua cessas to be ighly

acceptable to the
The Rev. George Douglas, LL.D. Wesleyan congregations of Montreal,

Da TUE IDITOR. cstomed as they were o the preach-
ing of mon of distinguished abilitiesIN the beautiful village of Ashkirk, It was ovident that God had called

near the romantic Tweedside, this young man o the office of the
and seven miles from Abbots- Christian ministrya bis life-work. And

ford, in Roiburgahire, Sootland, wa ho was not disobedient to the Divine
born, on October 14th, 1825, the sub- call. In 1848, being then in his
ject of this sketch. He came of sturdy twenty-third year, ho was received as
Presbyterian stock, and his youth was a probationer for the ministry. The

ourished on the lofty teachings of the following year ho was recommended
Word of God, the Shorter Catechism, by the InLwer Canada District to at-
and the Westminster Confession; and, tend the Wesleyan Theological Inti-
doubtiess, his young soul was often tute, at Richmond, England. But
stirred by the heroie traditions of Flod- searcely had ho reached that famous
den Field and of Dunbar, which were school of the propheta than ho was de-
both near by, and by the ballade of signatod to missionary work in the
Chevy Chue, and of the border vrs. Bahamus District of the West Indis

In 1832 the Douglas family came to Mission. He was "pecially ordained "
the City of Montreal, and in an excel- a& St. John's Square, London, in the
lent school, kept by the Rev. Mr. Black, spring of 1850, by the venerable Thos.
Presbyterian minister, in Laprairie, Jackson, Dr. Alder, and others, and

oung George continued hie education. sen to the Bermuda lilands. After a
in course of time he hecame a clerk in year and a half's residence in that
W book-store, and probably houes de. semi-tropical climate hi@ health failed,
rid that love of literature which has and the germ of his subsequeut life-

been a characteristic of his life. He long affliction vas planted. He re-
was in time promoted to the dignity of turned, therefore, to Montreal the fol-
book-keeper. But a thirst for know- lowing year. Of his ministerial life
ledge psesse hie seul, and ho entered of thirty-two years, twenty-two years
In the Schcol of Medicine of his have been spent lu that city-eleven
adopted city, and pursued part of the of them in pastoral work, nine at the

rescribed course. head of the Theoloica College, and
In the year 1843, the great arisis of two without a charge on account of ill-
life-history took place. Being then health. His other flelds of toil have

a young man in the eighteenth year of boom Kingston, Toronto, and Hanmil.
his age, ho was led by the providence ton, in each of which plaoes ho labour.d
of God to attend the ministry of the for three years, witne.aing many soeals
Rev. William Squire, in the old Me. to his ministry in the prosperity of the
thodist Church on the corner of 8t. work of God under his charge.
James and St. Frangois Xavier8treeta. In 1869, in recognition of hi. dis-
Under the faIth'n1 preaching of that tinguished abilities, the University of
man of God, whoos memory i. even yet Mcitill College conforred upon him the
fragrant tri the hearts of many, h. b.- well-merited degroe of LL.D. Dr.
came oonvinoed of in, and was enabled Douglas in a man whom hi. brothern
to exereise that faith which saveth the in the ninistry have evor delighted to
soul, ad fol that love which casteth honour. And right royally bas ho re-
out ail flbar. He forthwith identifed presented his Church and country in
himself witl the Ohurch inwhich he had the prosonce of the great rel ious
been brought to God, and joined a class theringesud foremost orators theé
ed by the now sainted John Matthe. y. His manly prence, is deep

u, of which ho himself afterwards toned volen, his bread sweep of thought,
Vecame leader. Mr. Mattheson de. and majestio flights et eloqunes, bave
lighted to tell boy ho overoame stirred the hearts oflistnin thousanda,
George's diffidenco about speaki lu and done brave battle for aie cause of
public and leading a clas, byh Ghod. Ho ha. aiso lled with eminent

ability the oflice of to-delg ofthe
old Canadiaa Conef!1ence., 're-F,îen-îlt of
the Montioal Cnfeence, and Vic( -
President and 'reeiiit of the ' ih nal
Conference of thé Mthiiit (huirel in

Canada.
Not the heast oi the inportant la

bours of the Reiv Dr. Douglas in his
fostering care and wise presidency of
the W-leyn The>iloical College,
Montreal. To this ie h.4% given the
energie4 of bis ripont ye.ar. The ardu-
ous dutites of the principal's chair he
has discharged with heroic fortitude,
even while onduring a inartyrdom of
physical uffering. That bis useful
life may long be spared to bless the
Church and the word, will bo th
proyer of all who know him either by
reputationi or in pemon.

The Christmas Dress.
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M R 8 .
THALBERT
bought a
beautiful
sky - blue
silk dress,
andgave it
to ber on-
ly daugh-
ter for a
Christmas
precent. It
was taken
t 0 t h e
dressmak-
er's, made,
and brou-
ght home

mas eve.
The young Thalia tried it on, and was
delighted to find that it wu a mont
perfect fit.

While counting ont the change for
the work, Mrs. Thalbert remarked, "It
i. very cold this evening. Thalia go
and get a glass of wine for the gentle-
man who bas brought your dress. You
will find it in the little cupboard in the
amall pantry below. Be sure and take
a light with you, for it is already dark
there."

Thalia returned presently with a
bottle, poured out a glass, and waited
politely befors the man, to serve him
again if ho shoud wish. . But having
taken a mouthful, the poor follow, in
fright of poison, threw it out of bis
mouth quicker than it vent in..

Thalia had been too dilatory to obey
ber mother concerning the taking of a
light, and instead of vine she had laid
her band on and brought the ink-bottle.
Now ber beautiful blue dress was all
sown over with spots of black ink so
badly that she could never wear it.
The poor girl shed many hot tears of
sorrow and disappointiment, but ber
mother said to ber, " Now you mse what
comes from disobedience; to-morrow
you muet go to church in your old
dre.a, and to make you obedient another
time, I shall not buy you another dress
until the lm brings round another
Christmas,

If Thalia's mother had been a tee-
totaller the would have had no wine in
the bouse, and poor Thalia would bave
saved her dres. Wine i. a mocker,
and to drink it, or to give it to friends
on Christmas or New Year's Day-or
indeed, at any time-li a great wrong.
Lot the childron's cry b., " Down with
strong drink I Husa for oold
wateri"

Tbe Year i Old--Bo Old 1
Tnms year s old-so old i

T I ght are long and dark and dreary;

Il y fiel aganiât my window pane,
* he I i ri of thir sad refrain.

1i he year is old--so old i

Th1 Vear i old-so old!
'Th- iii, n taii tell it to the river,
l Ir - b- dit ep rtrt hy aeam and shiver;

The river,. ..obbing as they flow,
RJ-ej at it in the vales below.
'l be % ild sea waves take up the strain.
A n I ocean bear it back again.

The year is old-go old i

Th year às old-€o old i
O voices of the dreary night 1
0 mleepIesas watchers for the light I
() hilli that lift your hoary heade
Ai>ove the n-e-bound river beda !
O m inde that wail round nameless graves I
Ssobbiig, sighing, wild msa waves i

The year is old-eo old i

The year is old--s old,
O hearta that breathe and eyes that weep
O'er bured hopes that tressurs keep i
'repare the shroud and winding sheet,

And softly walik with reverent feet.
The year la old-go old i

016 Krana-

"' HNIrAN says the cattie fal upon
their knes at twolve o'clock Christmas
ove," said Minunie Grant to ber aunt, as
they at waiting for the child's bod-
time.

"Hanna i. a superstitious old Scotch
woman," returned the aunt; "sho
believes all that sho ha ever hoard,
vithout reason or questioning; but
that i. happier than to doubt every
thing, as many people do. I suppose
that ides about the cattle came from ai
old Latin poet, who speaks of them as
cherishing the new-born Child with
their warm breath, and falling down
before the majesty of his glory. Thore
are many human beings who never
show this reverence that is attributed
to the boasts; they might learna leson
from old Hannah's superstition."

Aunt Ellen was thoughtfuil and quiet
for a moment, thon ah. aid, "It would
not be so very wonderful for the dumb
creatures te prostrate themSelves before
suob a sublime mystery as God manifest
in the esh, when, through the instru-
mentality of ai angel, an a was on"e
caused to fall down before it, and to
speak as vith man's voie."

" Hannah will put ber new besonm'
behind the door to-morrow morning,
and a chair in the door-way with bread
and cheese upon it," said the little girl;
" she thinks it will bring prosperity to
the family."

"If we try to make clean our hearte,
and to sweep out aIl evil things from
them, as we sweep the bouse with a
new broom ; and if we uso hospitality
and charity t al the poor and needy
who coins to us, it will indeed bring
prosperity, and God's richest bleusing,"
replied Aunt Ellen. "There is a good
deal of significance in many of these old
customs. It would b. pleasant to use
them if we always thought of their
meaning."

"mAd Hannah han made me a • Yule
baby ' from some of the bread dough,"
said the child.

" That in to remind yen of the bles-
sed Babe, who i. to us the bread of

everlasting life. If we do not feed
upon his love and bis word and bis
Holy Spirit, e ca no mor. live the
Christian life than these bodies could
live without our daily bresd. I like
Hannah's customs wh n rightly under
stood."


