
VOX WESLEYANA

Chcks %varin wvith littie kissings-O child,
child

What ]lave we made cachi other ?"

Flow startling, biaving cast your eye
over the piges that rcnîain, to find tîtat
slie kecps lier wvord and neyer spealcs
:îgain!

"Frorn this timle,
Tlionghi mine cecs rcachi to the end' of ail

these things,
My lips shiaîl flot unfasten tli I die."

The death-scene is portraycd in lyrie
form. Five-line stafizas, rhyming ababb,
arc given to Meleager, Atalanta, Qencus,
and the chorus. There are thiirty-one of
tlicem in ail.

It %would be alinost painful to, tliilz
thiat the pathos of Meleager's fareweil to
blis father, bis kinsmen, bis mother, and
bis love, could bc surpassed.

W. R. OSBORNE.

LATIN LITERATURE

Latin literature commences shortly
after te captures of Larentum, 272
B. C. Arniong the captives, a younig
Greek, Livius Andron icus, wvas broughit
to Rome, wlîere lic tauglit Greek in th4c
home of biis patrician master. From this
timne Greck becanie a. regular part of the
education of the young nobles of Rome.
Sooni after t]îis the Pnic wvars coin-
mienced, ani while Greeks and Romnans
were brou glt into friendly relations. con-
tending against a commilon ftoc. the Romn-
ans mitst bave beconie faniiiiar uitlî the
Greck draina. as it aippe.-ued uponi the
stage. Livius and bis immiiediate suc-
cessor. Cn. Neistranslated and adnapt-
cd botx tragcdies and comecies froin the
Greek. Naevius, iowvcver, %-as a, Romianî
by birtb, and wbile beili- the ftrst 10
bring thie Greck draina upon the Romian
stage. wvas also the ftrst of Romnan pocts
and eatirists. His most implortant work
wns ai potin on the Frst Puniic Wair. iii
whlicli lie not onlly gave an11 accouint of
contcnîporary Icvcnts, but -ilso gave sha.-pe
to thte legcnid ni the settîcîtient of Acncas
iii Laiun-whichi Inter becaine ilie thiein
t"i dic great national cpic of Ronie.

Tu-o, uîaîic. more fauttilinr in ca-rly Latin
literatur,,. îlian c-"tlier o! thec forcgoilîg,
airc those -ni Plantus and Tcence-ii.-iuîcs
r4ten asszociatcd sitîce, Nilci being partl3-
çonitenîipnrary, tlicir wvork.-s arc ail that re-
mtain to il. o! the Roindraina. ]3otb.
horrowedl frely ironi tuie Greek, yet
tlirougliout tiiere is a1 strong smlac< nf

real1 Romnan chiaracter. Tliese plays have
tlîcir scenes laid soncwliere in Hcllas,tlbe
names of the cliaracters were nîainly
Grcck . the lufe represenited wvas ratlier
Greek thani Romn, and yet Roiîîan civic
inîstituîtions and, Roman traits and mnan-
ners ivere introduced.

Plautus was a mani of the people. Ter-
etîce wvas cultivated sonicwlîar apart froni
tlie people. Plautus wvorked for luis liv-
ing, lived to a good old age, w-rote inazîy
plays ; Terence wvas a favorite witi the
great, lived at bis case, dicd yottng, i-rote
only six plays iii al. ]?lautus was a.
naturai drainatist. Hie -wrotc to amuse
lus contemporaries. lc is full o! inove-
ment and life. Ini bis counedies lucre is
ain incessant change and bustle going on.
H-e docs uxot pause to refkect. Truc, pro-
grcss is flot uniformnly made until the end
bc re.icl<'<i, but if the plot stand still, lue
Play does not uiot.

Terence, on the othter liand, decnds
muore upon wbat thîe cye canîtot sec. Thîicre
is ain clenient o! reflection iîîtroducet,
ancl in tbis bis work more closcly re-
semîblcs tli-- Grc,- drana. Plautus' wvrit-
ings arc tîte nmore rugged itu cluaracter.
Those o! Terence tlie more polislied. Li
haste tlîeu- is the grossnless s0 conîinion
iii the; productions o! thiis and later per-
iuds.

Lucrctius is the otlîer wvriter of tlic
Ante-Classical period, aîîd is esscntiall
different front the nues o! wvlioin -w ]lave
spokeit, iii botli purpose and production.


