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or the discharge of the duties of any oflice—if promises
are to be believed aud performed, then is religfon necessa-
ry. for without religion they have uo bastse Hud uot Chris-
tianity been revealed, then every person would have been
left to his own wicked im .ginativu ; but as the Supreme Be-
ing has et limits to our liberty by this revelation, which
coifines s fo this religion and to it vnly, I cannot think it
any infrirgement of the ge .eral liberty to imitate this ex-
ample, by affording the means of ucquiring a true kuow-
ledge of what has been revealed. It has been farther sta-
ted, that no Government, pretending to be iree, has the
power of establishing a public form of worship.  This ob-
Jection has been in a great meavure anticipated; but it
may be farther observed, that no form of government is ca-
pable of promoting the general benefit, unless it have the
power to restrain evil aud to promote good. This may be
done in two ways—Dby measures of force, which command
obedience, or by encourag “ment and persuasion. As to
measures of force, they ¢ <ist of the laws of the land,
which can ouly go a very little way; there must, therefore,
be another law, which shall take cognizance of the internal
man—a law not to be obtained in books, net to be engraven
on tablets of brass, a law which alvays subsists, which is
every moment observed, and which condemns every spe-
cies of wrong. Now as this internal law is of infinitely more
consequence than the general ordinances of any country, it
surely behoves Government to lead it their countenance
and protection, as far as they can. If they are able, by en-
couragement and persuasion, to give it force and energy, te
prevent its eorruption and ensure its proper direction, they
are certainly actirg favourably to the freedom and happi-
ness of the people: for every thing that promotes virtue
aud religion, promotes haypinoss and freedom. Now, it
appears to me. thot this may be materially effected by a li-
beral religious establishment.  Ah! say many, this would
be to nssime authority «ver the minds of the people, and
Government has busivess orly with actions.  Yet, this au-
thority, must be assumed in olmost all cases by Government,
to render it us-ful; the ohjection. therefore. if it mean any
thing. goes too far. it wonld preciude all interference in
edneatio: L hy which the mind 1s fermed.  Indeed, the very
1deas of the pranle gradually take a bins from the publie
Taws and i-stitations so that, if we wish to deprive Go-
vernment of all power, directlv or iudirectly, over the minds



