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After his marriage, he hved at Pittsfield for thirteen years in
close intimacy with Hawthorne, to whom he dedicated his cliief
work. My copy shows that it was written as early as 1851 but
the title page is dated exactly twenty years later. It shows .is its
three chief elements this Scottish thoiightfulness, the love of
literatnre and the love of adventure.

_

When Mr. Clark Russell singles out Mobv Dick {or such high
praise as he bestows upon it, we think at once of other sea-
stor.es.-his own, Mariyatf s, Smollet's perhaps, and such books
as Dana s Two Yean before the Mast. But the last is a plain
record of fact

;
in Smollet's tales, sea-life is only part of one great

round of adventure
;

in Mr. Russell's mercantile marine, there
IS generally the romantic interest of the way of a man with a
maid; and in Marryatt's the rise of a naval officer through var-
lous ranks plus a love-story or plenty of fun, fighting and pri^e-
money. From all these advantages Melville not only cuts him-
self off, but seems to heap all sorts of obstacles in his self appoint-
ed path. Great are the prejudices to be overcome

; but he
triumphs overall. Whalers are commonly regarded as a sort of
sea-scavengers. He convinces you that their business is poetic •

and that they are finest fellows afloat. He dispenses with a
love-story altogether; there is hardly a flutter of a petticoat from
chapter first to last. The book is not a record of fact ; but of
fact Idealized, which supplies the frame for a terrible duel to tiie
death between a mad whaling-captain and a miraculous white
sperm whale. It is oot a love-story but a story of undying hate.

In no other tale is one so completely detached from the land,
even from the very suggestion of land. Though Nantucket andNew Bedford must be mentioned, only their nautical aspects are
touched on; they are but the steps of the saddle-block from
which the manner vaults upon the back of liis sea-horse. The
strange ship "Pequod" is the theatre of all the strange advent-
ures. For ever off soundings, she shows but as a centra! speckma wide circle of blue or stormy sea ; and yet a speck crammed
full of human passions, the world itself in little. Comparison
brings out only more strongly the unique character of the book
Whaling is the most peculiar business done by man upon the deep
waters. A war-ship is but a mobile fort or battery ; a merchant-
man IS but a floating shop or warehouse : fishing is devoid of any


