16

i

times ilustrated by persons who have fallen under o o4 former

own observation. ~If it be all-important that a pers
possess decision of character, in order to carry out wi
success the common plans of life, how much more impo
ant to possess it, in order to engage in those conce
which have reference te the higher destinies of n
True Christian character can only be possessed and mai
tained, will only be of genuine worth, as persous are i
fluenced and governed by enlightened Christian princip
and possess that firmness of mind, which will enable the
to carry out the principles of the Gospel in active li
Thus their eye being single their whole body will be
of light. They will be as a city on a hil, which can
be hid. The Saviour was fally aware of this, and of
Jainentable consequences which would inevitably foll
where there was a want of sound principle, and a desti g these traj
tion of stability of mind: and he has most beautifully S Ve .[n"‘?:
forcibly presented this truth to our minds in his paralg ... w'ho ll
of the Sower. The seed sown in stony ground havi i
not root in itself soon withered, and never came t0 PSccomplishin;
fection. If we listen to the language of the Apostles S biblv there
cording their own sad experience in regard to those il “y:holellt
appeared to be destitute of principle, and as destitute@ill. oo 2
anything like fixedness of purpose, we shall find that t "
were often called to mourn over such characters, and
press upon all the importance of possessing that stabil
_ which would enable them to pursue an undeviating coulBq copntragt ¢)
Lk l:lmrvel that you are so soon removed frombhim
called you.” ¢ O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitd
you, that you should not obey the truth P sXe e anddonly
run well, who did hinder you ?” This is the languag¢ the heart
the Apostle Paul in respect to such. A double-minglloq of er;'or’
man is unstable in all his ways,” is the language emploSll, 14 for ce:
by another. :
But even within the circle of eur own observation,
may have fallen in with many of whom it may bes
« They are ever learning, and never able to come to At bos thi
knowledge of the truth? How often have those rges of the
have been engaged in advancing some worthy cause & e
sadly disappointed, apd grievously pained, by the i g themselve
stancy of others, on whom they relied, and to whom ened upon t
looked for support in the hour of need. They leane which caus
what they supposed to be a staff, but, alas! thex fou ntre, demo,
but a broken reed, which piexced their side, filling o and sup
with the keenest angaizh. B3
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