IMOR
IRE SWEPT,

‘Baltimore, Md., Feb. 7—The fire which
pie out a few minutes before 11 o’clock
this morning in the wholesale dry goods
use of John E. Hurst & Co., has raged
h unrestrained fury continuously ever
and at midnight it is still unchecked,
ut . is steadily eating its consuming way
eagtward on Baltimore street, after having
destroyed almost all of the large stores
and warehouses in the wholesale district
around Hopkins Place and all the build-
ings on both sides of Baltimore street from
Howard to Holliday street, from Charter
‘wnd Baltimore to Charles and Lexington
and on Fayette street from Charles to
Holliday including a total of about twenty
blocks of the most modern and substantial
business buildings in Baltimore, involving
' a loss which cannot now be estimated, but
" which has certainly aiready reached thirty
or forty million dollars.

Ever since about 6 o’clock when dark-
ness sét in the fire depertment, although
aided by engines from Washington, Phil-
adelphia, Wilmington and the surrounding
counties and suburbs, has been utterly
powerless to make any impression on the
‘all-devouring element, though for hours as
many\as 400 streams of water were thrown
intd the flames. Indeed, so terrible has
_ been 'the heat ever since the fire started
and so dense and suffocating the volume of
flying sparks and burning cinders that it
§ difficult for the firemen to stand long
ﬁi‘lill;n'.ﬁghting distance  of the flames,

ile several trucks and engines were hope-

10sdly "disabled at an eéarly hour in the ac-

miting Buildir gs. .

At 7 o'clock the’ situation was so hope-
Jéss, so far as’ effective work by the. fire-
mien ‘was concerned :that Chief Morton de-
cided that ‘the only thing left to do was
‘to dynamite buildings at threatened points
and thus prevent as far as possible a fur-

‘ther spread of the flames. In’ pursuance
_of this plan, a numper of buildings on
South Charles street between Corman and
Lombard were -blown up. Subsequently

the splendid structure of J. W. Pulse &
on fon ers on Charles street, was
dynamited and - then - the . Daily Record

‘batilding; Roes’ drug store ‘and others. But
. this heroic remedy delayed but did not
seriously impede the onward march' of the
_eonflagration and for two' hours or more
' ¢he fire department has stood practically
* helpless and resourceless in the face of the
3 roaring furnaces which sent their fierce

tongues 200 feet into the air and which
‘filled ‘the heavens first with a pall of black
funeral smoke and then with livid sheets
of sparks and lurid cinders.
Magnificent Structures Destroyed in Quick

" Succession.

.~ _Following the rapid destruction of the
. palatial commercial buildings in the whole-

. sale district the cyclone of roaring flames
" buigt into Baltimore street, licking within
" afew minutes the seven-story Mullins
Hind H“qbel like some insatiable monster and
- rapidly rolling with irresistible force both
| eastward and westward, cutting down in
ity wrathful wake wholesale and retail
houses, manufactories, shops, jewelry

,. furniture emporiums and restau-
 muts. At Charles street, the remorseless
. tide kept on down Baltimore street, but
~ albo turned into Charles street, when it
. quickly engulfed the eleven-story Union

" Trust building, starting eastward on Fay-

ette street. By 8 o’clock the occupants of
the Daily Herald building at Fayette and
&t. Paul street and of the Record building
| opposite were compelled to vacate as were
the occupants of the Calvert and Equitable
. structures, two of the most massive office
' bujldings in Baltimore. Down Baltimore
street a parallel wave of roaring, crackling
' - flimes shot their way, consuming every-
I thing in its wake, speedily reaching the
Evening News building from which a pum-
ber of extras has been isswed during the
preceding hours, but from which the em-
loyes had to hastily flee, though not until
" valuable records had been removed. Short-
_ ly after the Continental Trust Company’s
_ fourteen-story building took fire. A block
. ‘below the American newspaper building
was so enveloped in clouds of sparks and
burning splinters that the employes were
ordered to move out. So at this hour it
is certain that the Herald and American
will not get out issues tomorrow. Mean-
{  while the Sun has been arranging to print
its tomorrow issue in its job office which
is situated at a distant point from the path
of fire.

The financial distriet, including the chief
banking and brokerage firms on South and
. (erman streets seems to be now doomed
" and scores of the city’s leading financiers
.. and business men are scurrying in and out
of their offices bearing packages or placing
| valuables in hastily  improvised conveni-
-ences.

* Duiring all these hours the pyrotechnic
display has been magnificent and imposing
beyond the power of painter to depict. At
| this hour vast columns of seething flame
k aye shooting ekyward at varying points of
[ the compass and the firmament is one vast
prismatic ocean of golden and silver-hued

parks. Great multitudes of people line
the streets awe-struck with the dazzling
bt gruesome panorama which is being en-
acted before their eyes.

= Atsoclated Press Buildirg in Flames.
| A% 10.40 o'clock ‘the roof of the building
oectpied by the Associated Press took
mn‘d the emploves were compelled to
, though they had time to take away
i with them their telegraph instruments,
writers and other valuable equipment.
e found refuge in a branch office /of
.. thé Western Union Company on Gay
wirest, from wiich thie despatch is'being

;

have to vacate in a few minutes as the
flames are breaking west and east and
volumes cf sparks and blazing cinders and
splinteny are flying in every direction.

At this hour the fire absolutely is be-
vond control and all occupants of buildings
in the centre of the city are rapidly re-
moving their valuables.

Flames Spreading ia All Directions.

‘The city hospital, corner of Calvert and
Plexsant streets is removing ite twenty-
four patien‘s to other hospitals as rapid-
ly as poosible, Seventeen injured were
taken to this; hospital, most of them fire-
men. Ther were euffering from  burne,
acalds and lacerations. Nearly every phys-
ician ‘n the ¢ity iz in the fire district. 8o
far a< known at this hour no one has
baen kilted.

Detachuients of the fourth and fifth regi-
eneniss have baen called out and are pa-
trolling the streets in the vicinity of the
fire, guarding property and keeping order.

Fortunatcy thus far the conflagration
thas no: reiched the residence portion of
the ¢ty ut fircs are breaking out in Bast
Baltimore and the indications are that the
rsidence street: are bound to be im-
raded. The ‘indications are that not a
s'ngle morning newspaper will be able to
get out an iksue tomorrow morning with
the posiible exception of the Sun which
ha~ an auxiliary plant. There are five
morning papers here, thres English and
two German. :

The B. & O. office building has been de-
streyed and ilfe Maryland Institute of Art
buildinz. . 7 .

At 1145 -o'cleck the temporary custom
house adjoining the post: office caught
fire. One ‘hundred and - fifty - pelicemen
from - Philadelphia: arrived here to' assist
the Baltimore policer and military.

Loss $25,000,000, and Fire Stiil Raging
The most. destructive ‘eonflagration
in the history of - Baltimore, ‘occurred

tcday, raging . . practically ~ uncheck-
ed during many hours, completely
destroying - “ecores  of - the ' largest

business houses in:the wiholesale district,
involving a loss which cannot' yet be esti-
mated as the fire was still burning fiercely
when -mightt -fetl. :

Owing to the wide extent of the calam-
ity, it will be tomorrow before even am
approximate estimate can be madejthough
it is certain that it has already exceeded
$25,000,000. ' .

Tae fire b ore ouat shorily belore 11
o'clock this morning in the wholesale dry
goods s'o e o John W. Hurst & Co., on
Hopkins Place, in the heart of the busi-
ness distriet, with a series of loud explo-
stons which were heard in remote parts
of the city, and spread with fearful ra-
pidity.

In hali an hour there were a dozen big
warehouses in the wholesale dry goods and
notion distriet burning fiercely. The en-
tire city fire department was called out,
but was utterly powerless to check the
spread of the flames, which were aided
by high winds, and by noon there were
savage fires in at deast thirty big ware-
houses and the conflagration was steadily
eating its way into blocks east, west and
soutih. :

Building after building fell a prey to the
flames, and apparently there was no check
to the onward sweep of destruction.

On Baltimore Street the block between
Iiberty and Sharp was soon ablaze, then
came the next block east to Hanoverand
after that, the block on the south side
to Charles street broke out into flames,
the Consolidated Gas Company’s building
north of Baltimore street bemg similiarly
consumed. Mullin’s hotel caught and other
buildings rear it. West of Liberty street,
on the south side of Baltimore, the block
was doomed amd the big Baltimore bar-
gain house also caught.

Down in Hopkins Place, where the con-
flagration started, Hurst’s building and
the other wholesale houses on both sides
of the street crumbled and fell.

The tig dry goods houses of Daniel
Miller & Sons and R. M. Sutton & Co.
were soon aftam2, and a'ong German, cast
and west from the Hurst building, there
were a dozen buildings burning and scores
more threatened. The spectacle of ruin
and destrue ion from any. point in these
doomed blocks was something appalling.

Mass & Kempers big wholesale store on
Baltimore street quickly succumbed to
the flames and the walls fell with a crash
that was heard for squares. The Hurst
building was utterly destroved, not even
a wall ten feet high being left standing,
and apparently the centre of the cauld-
ron, from whence the flames radiated
over the doomed mneighborhood.

On Hopkins Place the Hopkins Savings
Bank and the National Exchange Bank
were guttted by flames, the few streams
of water that the firemén were anie to
turn on them proving utterly ineffectual
even to halt the destruction. Iere, across
the street, were the ruins of John E.
Hurst & Co., and next to it S. Hecht, Jr.,
& Sons were in flames. Adjoining was
the large building owned by the William
Koch Importing Company, which was
also quickly destroyed. :

Across the street the Stanley & Brown
Drug Co. building was quickly in ruins.
while: fronting on the Baltimore aircet
side of this block were the Roxbury Rye
Distilling Company, the building oceu-
pied by Silberman & Todes, the house of
Allen Sons. which had hardly been com-
pleted, while mext to it was ‘the estab-
lishment of Moses & Co. On the: corner
was the building occupied by Messrs.
Sugar & Shear and several other snialler
concerns. Alll of these were swaliowed in
flames. and in fact, the whole block was
nothing but a cauldron of fire.

At 1.30 o’clock, Mullin’s hotel,-a seven
story ‘structure, corner of Libeity and
Raltimore streets, was in flames from gdr-

Font, The prospeet is that this office will
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ing—~Wholesale Section

- Destroyed.

narrowness acted as a flue converting the
doomed building into a huge toreh. All
the guests of the hatel had been ordered
out of the building shortly after the fire
broke out in Hurst’s place. There was no
panic or confusion and no ome wWwas in-
jured.

350 Streams on the Fire

Though every bit of fire fighting ap-
paratus in the city was called into re-
quisition as the flames continued to
spread the firemen realized that they had
a task before the— which was too great
for them o combat. Telegrapms for fire
enzincs we:e sent *> Washington and
Philadelphia and about 1 o’clock six -en-
gines arrived from Washington and four
from Philadelphia had joined in the bat-
tle with the flames. !

Engines from stations in ‘Baltimore,
Howard, Anne Arundel and Hartford

| sounties also arrived as soon as possible,

some of the apparatus traveling a distance
of thinty miles and more.

Water plugs in every section within a
radius of half a mile from the fire were
in use, and it is roughly estimated that
there was 350 hose all playing at one time
on different parts of the conflagration.

Flames Beyond Control.

Owing to the great congestion of fire ap-
paratus, the crowds of people and the
genéral confusion, many of the engines
from out of town were unable to find a
place where they would be of any service,

With loud roars, wall after wall toppled
into the streets and firemen ran for their
lives. :

All kinds of wires had to be cut to clear
the way for the fire fighters. The Dlock
bounded by German, Liberty,” Sharp and
BalMimore streets was early found to -be
doomed, and 'thé firemen turned their at-
tention to saving the buildings on Balti-
more street, east of Sharp. ° .

The fire was-soon beyond their control
and the flames ran from one building to
another despite the fact that the firemen
had done their best' to check the progress
of the’ flames by soaking -the structures
with water. - k

Tor a time great alarm was felt at the
city hospital when the rain of cinders was
at its fiercest. - The Sisters' of Mercy ‘in
charge of the institution were all at their
posts and an effort was made to keep the
fast-coming ~conflagration from the pa-
tients. A few cinders fell on the roof of
the hospital, but were extinguished by the
physicians of the house staff.

Hespital Inmates Removed.

Eighteen women, two babies and seven
nurses were taken from the Maternity
Hospital on west Lombard street in police
ambulances and given quarters at the city
hospital. :

At 3 o'clock a tremendous explosion of
about 150 barrels of whiskey stored in the
upper floors of 24 Hanover street, hurled
tons of burning matter across the street
on to the roofs of the buildings opposite,
which the firemen were drenching with
water in a vain hope of making Hanover
street the eastern boundary line of the
conflagration. The flames quivered for a
few moments under the water, but soon
ate into the buildings on the egst side. °

Firemen Flee for Their Lives.

Two truck wagons caught fire and were
consumed and an engine was buried by
falling walls, the firemen fleeing for their
lives.

The whole city was notified of the con-
flagration by a terrific explosion which oc-
curred some minutes after 11 o’clock. A
sharp, splitting roar went up with rever-
berating thunder. This was followed by a
peculiar whistling noise, like that made by
a shrill wind. The churches in the central
section of the city were filled with wor-
shippers, many of whom became frightened
and, while no panics ensued, hundreds of
men and women left their seats and went
outside to see what had happened. In a
few moments the streets and pavements
all over the city were crowded with excit-
ed people. Explosion followed explosion
and thousands of people hurried to the
scene of the fire. Of all the spectators,
comparatively few saw the fire itself. They
could not get within half a block of it.

Pieces of tin six by eight feet square
were liften into the air by terrific heat,
sailed upward like paper kites and firemen
and police who were obliged to stick to
their dangerous posts, dodged into door-
ways for shelter from the rain of hot mis-
siles. Crash after crash could be heard
within the burning district, but even the
firemen could not tell from what building
they proceeded.

Hundreds of merchants and business
men with offices in the threatened district
were notified by watchmen and police.
Nearly all took steps to have their books
removed to a place of safety. Hundreds
of men and boys were impressed to move
the books and wagons, hand carts and dry
goods boxes were brought into play.

SPECIAL GRAND JURY
ON IROQUIS DISASTER,

Chicago, Feb. 6—Formal application was
made this afternoon by States Attorney
Dineen for a special grand jury to inves-
tigate the fire at the Iroquois Theatre on
December 30.

It is planned by Mr. Dineen to make
the inquiry exhaustive and every effort
will Be mAde to*fix the criminal responsi-

ret to cellar and the great height ang
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bility for the fire if any exists.
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BRED CATTLE SMLE
A GREAT SUCCESE,

Many Prominent Breeders from the
Provinces Present,

Robert Coates, Sr, Died Verv Suddenly
Yesterday - Morning -- Barry Davidson
Charged With Robbery, Sent Up for Trial.

Ambherst, N. 8., Feb. 5.—(Special)—The
first maritime auction sale of pure bred
cattle took place at the Winter Fair
building today and was largely attended
by representative stock men from the three
jprovinces, among them being Col. H. M.
Campbell, Apohaqui; M. H. Parlee, Sus-
sex; Bliss Fawcett, Sackville; F. L. Fuil-
er and C. A. Archibald, Truro; R. S.
Starr, Port Williams; J.. W. Kaulbach,
Augustus Cove (P. E. 1.); ¥. R. T.otter,
M. P. P, Antigonish; Thos. A. Peters,
Fredericton; Deputy Commissioner of
Agriculture; J. F. Tilley, dairy superin-
tendent New Brunswick; R. A. Snowbail,
Chatham; J. R. Wyman, Yarmouth; W.
W. Hubbard, agricultural agent C. P. R.;
Paul Black, Famouth; J. E. Wo:d, Hal-
ifax, and Councillor J. H. Livingston,
Wentworth.

Many of the an'mals were not in con-
dition to command the highest prices and
in this was an object iesson to the public
‘as they could readily see how buyers ap-
preciate quality and fitting.

A large number of the animals offered
were from eight to eleven months old.
George Jackson, of Port Perry {Ont.),
was the auctioneer and discharged his du-
ties most acceptably to both the manage-
ment and public.

Five bulls and sixty sheep were con-
tributed by Senator Edwards of - Rock-
land (Ont.) The sheep were all sold at
fair prices.

Seventeen Shorthorn males and eight
females were sold, the highest price paid
for a male was $130, and for a female
$150. Other prices averaged fairly well.

Throughout there appeared to be but
little demand for dairy stock, only omne
animal in this class being sold.

Much regret was expressed that F. W.
Hodson, Dominion ILive Stock Commis-
sioncr, was ab ent, owing to illness and
oressure of work. .

The auctioneer expressed great appre-
ciation for the facilities for conducting the
financial part _of - the 'sale by Manager
John McKeen and W. €.. Murray of the
Bank of* Nova Scotia who opened an of-
fice in' the  building for the purpose of
cashing buyers checks, etc. .

Capt. E. B. Elderkan, who takes, such a
deep interest in these matters, expressed
himself to .your correspondent as highly
pleased with the results.-of the. sale, it
bing the first of the kind held.

Another very sudedn death occurred
here taday when Robert Coates, sr., aged
84, died. Deceased was in his usual
health when he’ retired last might, but
about 2 o’clock became ill. ' ‘Aseistance was
summoned but he pasved ‘suddenly away.
A family of six ‘besides his. aged wife sur-
vive him. - beey

Barry Davidson, charged with robbery
by Daniel Rogers, was sent up for trial
today, by Justices Purdy and Walsh.

IS INDICTED
FOR“MURDER

Grand Jury Brings in a True
Bill Against P. E.
Islancer.

Plymouth, Mass., Fab. 4.—An ind.ctment
for murder againgt Cyrus T.. Ryan of Han-
over, charged with killing Quan Yobe, a
laundryman of Hanover, avas returned to-
day by the grand jury for Plymouth
county. S

After the list of other indictments had
been read, Ryan was brought into court
and pleaded not guilty. He said he had
no councel, and one will bre assigned him
by Judg: Hardy.

The trial of the criminal cases will be-
gin Monday, but it is poesible that Rya's
cese will go over until the next term.

It is alleged by the authorities that
Ryan aftér drowning his victim in a tub
of water got h's money in order that lLe
might marry a girl named Catherine Mur-
ray who formerly resided at Charlotte-
town, on mext Thursday morning. Ryan
wa: formerly a cook on the steamer
Olivette which p'ies each summer between
Charlottetewn and Breton.

The Charlottetown Guardian of recent
date had the following relative to this
can::

The young man accused of this heinous
crime is a native of Charlottetown and re-
sided there mearly all his life till last sum-
mer-

“For a number of yeans he was employ-
ed as a tobacco maker in the tobacco fac-
tory of Donald Nicholson Lut severed his
connection with that eftablishment in the
early part of last sumamer. .

“He was well known to many of the
vounger people of the city and is epoken
of by many as a capable young mamn.

“ After leaving Nicholiton's tobacco fac-
tory he waz: engagad during the summer

monthy as a hand in the mess room of;

the steamship Olivette that plies betav
Charlottetown and Boston.

“Several vears ago he competed i
TLabor Day sports which were held
C. A. A. A. grounds and wmas su
in winning one of the prizes aw
that occasion.

“Tt is #aid that Mise Murray,
lady mentioned in the carg
Fort Augu-ius and she is
spoken-cf by thoee who ha
thes eity.”

v favorably
nown her in

Bears the '

WAR

RTAI

IN FAR EAST.

Japanese Minister at St. Peters-

burg Demanded and is Given
His Passports Last

St. Petersburg, Feb. 7.—Although the
fear was general here yesterday that the
presentation of the Ruwian note to Japan
might be followed by an act on the part
of the Japanese government swhich would
p'unge the two countries into war, the
sstartling action of Japan in severing dip-
Jomatic relations with Rusda before the
actual delivery of the Ruswian note, came
like a bolt from a clear eXy. It was be-
lieved that the receipt of the note might
have unmasked an ultimatum, ‘but that
Japan eould sever diplomatic relations,
a step little short of a declaration of war,
was almost liks a blow in the face under
the present circumstances, and it ie re-
scnted accordingly. The authorities  be-
lieve thiw action places Japan distinetly
in the wrong before the world, and, more-
over, aiter such a ‘piecz ot impudence”
as it is denominated here, to imake edsy
an appeal to the patriotism of the Rus-
#ian people.

Jepan's Minister Asks for Pasipzris.

The news that any momeni Japan had
drawn the sword and that the first clash
had oecurred would not be surprising. The
even's leading to Japan's abrupt action
have marched with great rapidity. The
Ruasian note was already in the hands of
Baron De Rosen, Russian minister at To-
kio, for delivery to Baron Kemura, the
Japanese foreign minister, when at 4
o’clock yesterday aftermoon M. Kurino,
the' Japanes> minister - here, prerented
hiinwself ‘at the foreign office and informed
Foreign Minister Lamedorff that his gov-
ernment, in view of the delays in connec-
tion with the "Rtedan anttwer and the
futility hitherto of 'the megotiations, con-
sidered it useless to continue diplomatic
relations and would take cuch eteps os it
déeemed proper for the protection of Ja-
pan’s interests. In obedience to -instrue-
tions therefore, he acked for his pacsport.

‘Exactly what e'se ‘passed at this inter-
view is not known; except that Count
Lamsdorff expressed surprise and regret
at the resolve of the mikado’s government.
M. Kurinio received his passports and
after consulting with Sir (. C. Scott, of
the British' embsssy here, he returned to
his legation -where : the preparations for
his departure had already ‘commenced.

Russia Recalls Her Minis'er.

Another version of the situation at the
time M. Kurino notified Count Lamsdorff,
of the course his government had elected
to puieue, is that the Russian reply wae
not in the possession of Baron DeRcwen,
but in the telegraph office here awaiting
transmission, and that it was withdrawn
before being despatched. Upon the dis-
closure of Japan's position the Russian
aythorities met the situation with great
promptnex. Instructions roecaling Baron
DeRosen were forthwith telegraphed, and
he' was directed to leave Tokio immedi-
ately. Count Lamsdorff's official circular
to the Russian representatives abroad, in-
étructing them to inform the governments
of the countries to which they are accre-
dited of Japan’s action, wis then prepared.
This circular was printed in the Official
{Messenger at 5 o’clock this morning.

Rigld Cersorship of News.

With war immin:nt orders have beén
given for a r'gid censorship over all infor-
mation relating to naval and military
movementds.

Preparations were also made for the
czar's jouwrn<y to the ancient capital,
Mcscow, where he gocs in accordance with
the traditional custom of his forefathers
to invoke Divine guidance. While the im-
perial train is passing to Moscow, troops
will line every foot of the way.

When the repressniative of the Asso-
ciated Press called at the Japancs» lega-
tion this morning he found a scene of
great confwsion. During the night, as if
by magic, all the Japinese art treasurés,
bronzes and ivorics had disappeared ind
the apacious salons were bare. Rervants
and attaches, who had been working ail
night, were etill busily packing papers and
archives. M. Kurino emtered the salon
with his habitual quick and nervous step.
H's b.oodshot eyes gave evidence that he
had been a stranger to sleep but he dis-
played the impassivity of his race and
wag without excitement. There was an
air of firm resolution about him, however,
which was the only noticeable change in
iz demeanor.

Throughout the strain which has just
passed, the attitude of the Japanese min-
ister has be.n e&'rictly correct. IHe has
been on good terms personaliy with Count
Lam-dorff and the other Rusidan officiais.
Today, as is customary with him, he s
extremely reticent and declined to offer
an explanation of the courmwe of Jupan,
saying the authorities at Tokio would
doubtless give the avorld their side of the
story.

He did, however, venture to point out
the irritation created by the delay in the
Russian response postponed from day to
day, together wich the forecast of what
it contained might have convinced his
government that it was futile to proceed
further with diplomacy.

As M. Kurino looked out of the win-
dow at the legation, which faces the Neva
not far from the winter palace, he saw
a battalion of the Ruswian Impertal Guard
¢lad to the heels in big overcoats and
their guns slung over their backs. He
showed no emotion at the sight. He said
rather sadly, that the rupture of diplo-
matic relafions did not neces<arily mean
war.

Diplomats Bid Farewell to J panese Minister

U. 8. Ambassador McCormick was one
of M. Kurino's first callers this morning
and later in the day many other.diplo:
mats,among whom the ministef is popular,
came to express do him their regret at
the turn, affairs had taken, In the after )
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noon, M. Kurino and his wife made a
number of hurried calls, including one at
the American embassy.

Four cars are ready at the Warsaw sta-
tion for the minister and the legation
staff. M. Kurino will leave at the earliest
possible moment but he probibly wll not
be able to get away before Wedne day.
He will remain in Berlin for some time.
The current business of the Japanese le-
gation will probably be turned over to
the British embassy, althouzh no ex-
change with Great Britiain, however, has
vet occurred. Sometlring in this direction
may be done tomorrow.

Alarmist Stories Afl -at

Mr. MoCormick, however, has received
no instructiore on this point. It is poss-
ible that the czar may personally under-
take the protection of the Japanese :n
Ruesia as Nicholas. I did n the cose of
the English during the Crimean war.

Amid the crop of stgries afloat here to-
day dhere are some of the wildest charae-
ter, as, for exwmple, that a mnaval battle
h:s already been fought and a Japanese
fleet eunk. Another ebory, which is re-
peated circumstantially, is that while tie
Japancez government did not wait for the
official presentation of the Russian re-
sponse, the contents of it were communi-
cated privately to M. Kurino, who tele-
graphed it to his government. Thw the
Amsociated Prers has been authoritative-
ly informed to be incorrect. When Count
Lam-dorff informed M. Kurino on Thure-
day might that the response had gone to
Vicercy Alexieff, he dlid not give him a
copy of'it, but' it is understood that he
made known, in a géeneral way, the Rus-
s'an position. Ruseia, while making cou-
cormions, daclined to vield on the following
noints:r - -

First, Japan's right to ask for a treaty
covering the &overeignty of Manchuria;
sccond, she insisted upon mutual recogmi-
tion of the independence of Korea; third,
that - there shou'd be no fortification of
Southern “Korea which might threatea

Ruasia’s communication with Port Arthur
and Viadivostock, and, fourth, she de-
cined to meet Japan’s wishes with regaril
to a neutral zone on both sides of the
Yalu river,

WO00DSTOCK COUNCIL °
DOES MUCH BUSINESS.

Woodstock, Feb. 5—The second meeting of
the new town council was held tonight, all
the counciljors being present but Coun.
Burtt, who is confined to his house by iti-
ness.

A vacancy on the school board, caused by
the removal of John Connor to fthe States,
was filled by the appointment of P. Bradley.

The mayor remarked that he had received
a check from G. W. Vanwart, treasurer of
the school board, for 3700, which he, the
mayor, had refused to sign, owing to the
present large debit-bank baelance, untl the
amount. was collected from back taxes which.
last year, amounted to $5,600. @ Less than
fifty ratepayers owed $1,100.

T. C. L. Ketchum and Johm . Leighton,
jr., 'were appointed auditors for all town
books, including those of the superintendenit
of water works, which have never been audit-
ed by the beoard.

Robert and Rankin Brown were heard be-
fove the board in reference to a grant for
the agricultural society, which purpose hold-
ing' an exhibition en their grounds, Wood-
stock, from 24th to 26th Sept. Robert. Brown
said mext Wednesday would be his seventy-
third birthday; he had been a taxpayer since
the town was incorporated, had never before
asked a favor, and asked for a birthday
grant of $400 for the agricultural soclety.
The request of the committee will be given
consideration when the board makes out the
estimates. ; .

The clerk- was- requested to give the neces-
sary notice asking for  legislation to issue
bonds for $5,000, redeemable in five years,
at $1,000. i

Moved by .Coun. Stevens, seconded. by
Coun. Jomes, that Rev. B. Colpitts be appoint-
ed Scott act inspector for the town at a
salary of $100 a year. b

Moved as an amendment by. Coun. Gal-
lagher, seconded by Coun. Dibblee, that .the
matter lay over till Monday might.
<_Admex¥lmeng t!e(:st and original motion car-
ried. Yeas; Stevems, Jones, Gallagher; nays,
Fisher and Dibblee. T o st
The board has been in a deadlock over Mr.
Colpitts’ appointment for some time.”

LAURIER DENIES STORIES OF
ILL-HEALTH AND RETIREMENT.

Premier Says He Will Remain in Politics Till the People Say
Otherwise—He Also Told Montreal Meeting Saturday
That Tariff Changes Were Unnecessary.

Montreal, Feb. 7.—(Special)—Sir Wil-
frid Laurier addressed a big meeting n
Monument National Saturday night. There
were 2,500 in the theatre and hundrede
were unable to reach the entrance. The
members of fourteen Liberal clubs, two
braas bands and students from McGill and
Lavalle universities eucorted the premier
from the Grand Trunk station to the place
of meeting, which was wildly enthusastic.

During his epeech, which was in French,
and occupied an hour, Sir Wilfrid turned
his attention to Mr. Tarte. He referred
to the latter as “My old colleague,” in
kindly tones, but with the la.h of eatire,
whpped the ex-minister of public worlw.

He aecribed the ill reports of hig heaith
to the office of La Patrie. This was the
fiist time in pubic that Sir Wilirid had
taken his former minig‘er to taek, and the
crowd hung on €very word.

“You have heard in certain public
journals, many etories as to the wiate of
my health,” hs said, “my health, [ can
assure you, is excellent. You are toid
that [ am going to quit the political areni,
after the elections (whencver they may
be). 1 may way that [ will continue to
fill the peaition that T now do. until sac-
time as the people of Canada desire 2
change, and while I hold that pesition my
whole enérgy and thought will be fBr the
best intercsi: of the country of which
am proud to be a citizen.”

Sir Wilfrid Nervous.

‘At the beginning of his (peech the prem-
ier cezmed nervous and his hand chook as
he clutched 'his notes and faced the en-
thusiastic eroavd. For ecme minutes he
&tood there eithoustted against the curtain
and into his face there crept a emile of
pride at the magnitude of his reception.

The opening remarks revealed the ap-
parent neivousntes, His words did not
come with the eae and grace that one is
accustomed to  aszosate wwith him. In
halt'ng accents he thanked the audience
for their reception.

At some length ha dwelt upon the pro-
teet'on idemz of the (onservative party
and Mr. Tarte. He referred to the oid
programme cf the national policy.

The rpeaker ¢ketched the caveer of the
United States under a hig"u 1»1'otm"ti\'e

- He had propounded the

tariff, and he declared that there was a
greater country than the United Btates
on the face.of the globe, the country rich-
er in natural resources, and with a more
promising future before it, and that coun-
try was Canada. £

Sir Wufrid declared that the fis-al
policy of Canada was superior to that of
the United States. The ccoumerce of (Sin-
ada wae greater per capita than that of
the country to the wouth of the line. The
policy of Canada was the policy that
made her prouperows and a power among
the natione.

The premier then delved into facts and
figures in euppert of his claim that pro-
tection as in the United States was nst
the best pol ey for Canada. Coke wae el
as an instance, an article that wae so
largaly used by the Canadian manufactar-
eny and without which they could nos
contipue their operations. .

Tariff Changes Would Cauge Injury,

Tha premier then said thav it was ‘m-
po-sble to change the tariff \vithx)‘u;‘ a5
ing injury to both the manufacturens and
the workingman. Tariff changes ::m;'l
taken pace in 1836. Then ‘the tariff \\"l‘a
changed and the government of which t.l‘1le
#pcaker was the head would continue to
protect in every way possible the 1 ;r (-
faciurer and the workingman. wi

G T. P. Pr ject Defended,

}){ t_he (}mx)d Truck Pacifis scheme, Rir
Wilirid waid it would help to biild ; 4
new provinee of Quebee and Ontario }‘ ‘1
would be a commecting link th;t“\".,nﬁ
bring t'.}z‘ wheat fiolds of L’ne‘ e :“J
touch with the manufacturer of ﬁmﬂ:\-‘;)"
ment and in his opini.mpx]:?;‘nlq]:\lr];;:i
the country and good for th-: {1:);3‘(;»10 l\
new line was needad. Canada was }hu“j-
gry tor %{e_fter and improved :ra;xq orta-
tion faciiities and the Grand TnnAﬂr? Pa-
;lh;'%‘lgl‘::']hwh hgdmight be allowed to take

ALy Cbride, | woy Sir Wilfei
thought, be in.v--t:'um'.\ntal‘ldi;x ls»‘xi‘d‘i?vl'lﬁl:‘t
‘h{?-) (’i’ll}'il‘}"to the b sy ad\':x‘ntngg 2
oy ““,‘.:‘f._ (""“:‘“d Trunk Pacitic scheme,
l\-:‘di lmlfld Wi ol the opinion that the
"“‘ 'hci ,ﬂ t}lf‘('le:tora of 8t. James and

whelaga divisions would “he f{avorable.

Keep yourself welland daily usg
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Most Nutriticus and Economicai; and still the best.
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