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SWEPT BACK BY

'Launched Powerful Attack on 2 1-2 Mile Front from

the Meuse to Douaumont---Footing in Small Por-
tion of Chanfour Wood and Heavy Toll in Dead
and Wounded- the Only Result.

Russis Pusi Forwarp To wiian (0L, ALLISON

»

¢ Again the Germans have launched -a

powerful infantry attack

: against the French positions extending from the River Meuse to Douau-
mont, and again they have been swept back, except where they. obtain-
ed a footing in a small portion of the Chauffour wood, by the guns of

the French. Heavy casual

were inflicted on the attacking forces

along the two and a half mile battie front.

The Germans have kept up their heavy shelling of Hill 304, north-
west of Verdun, and the second lines of the French in this nnlon. prob-
ably with the intention of again throwing thelr infantry forward In an
endeavor to capture these important positions—keys to the Verdun posi-

tion on the west.

Elgewhere along the lines held by the French there have been only
bombardments and mining operations. Numerous German positions have

peen hombed by French aircraft.

On the British front in Belgium and France the heavy bombard- "
ments by the British and Germans continue unabated. The artiliery ac-
tivity In the sector between St, Eloi and the Ypres-Comines canal has

feen especially marked.

The Germans have poured shells on the Russian positions along the
Dvina river at the Ikskull bridgehead and about Dvinsk, and vigorous

artillery duels have been in progress in the

Dvinek.

lake region south of

GERMAN ASSAULTS ALL REPULSED BY RUSSIANS,

In Galicia; along the Stripa‘river, the Teutons have made several
attempts against Russian trenches, but all of them were repulsed, ac-

cording to Petrograd.

Counsel Slyl will be on Hapd
and Has Nothing to Conceal
—Sir Sam to Make State-
ment Today.

+|Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, April 17—A big crowd,
prompted either by political interest,
partisanship or just plain curlosity,
stood waitng at the gallery entrance
Jong before three o'clock today, hop-
ing to get a glimpse of General Sir
Sam Hughes although it had been an-
nounced definitely that he would not
make his statement to the House until
tomorrow.

There was_ profound silence when
the Prime Minister rose on the orders
of the day, holding an impressive look-
ing document with a big red seal, but
Sir Robert had nothing to say which
everyone didn’t know before, He sime

‘Iply read an order in council drawing

The big guns on both sides are in actipn along most of the Austro-

¢ Italian front,

‘were everywhere repulsed.

in the Sugana Valley the Austrians M
& mgainst the Italians from the Larganza' Torrent to Wont Collo, but thoy

livered

Tiw Asiatic’ Turkey the Russians on the Black Sea coast have cap-

h}‘c;d the town of Burmeneh, and pushed farthér westward against the
retreating Turks to Arsene Kelessi, lbss than twelve miles. from the
important fortiﬂed town of Trebizond.

The Ruulanl are anticipating no easy conquest of Trebizond, ac-

cording to unofficial advices from Petrograd, the town

having been

heavily fortified and reinforced with three complete divisions of troops.

The Turks are declared to be resisting furiously the onward press of

the Russians against Baiburt, northwest of Erzerum, in the attainment
of which the Russians hope to join hands with their men fighting In

the Black Sea littoral,

The British government hereafter will reguiate the shipments of
American packing houses to all neutral European ceuntrlu' for the per-
iod of the war, according to an agreement reached between the gov-
ernment and the packers in the settiement of the cases arising from
thq seizure by Great Britain of shipments from Chicago meat packers.

Germans Swept Back.

Paris, April 17—The official comrhu-
nication, issued by the war office to-
night, reads:

“Between the Avre and the Meuse
our batteries shattered bnemy trem-
ches and shelters in the regions of

" Beavraignes and Lassigny.

“In the Argonne destructive fires
iwere directed on the Germam works
jnorth of La Harazee. At Vauquois
‘one of our mines blew up a small ene-
my post with its occupants.

“On the left bank of the Meuse the
enemy dieplayed great activity agginst
; HINl 304, and our second lines.

“On the right bank, after a bom-
_bardment. of increasing violence, be-
gun in the morning against our posi-
tions from the Meuse as far as Douau-
mont, the Germans at about two
_o'clobk launched a powerful attack
with effectives of at least two divis-
jions. The waves of the assault against
a front of about four kilometres (two
| and one-half miles) were met by our
curtain of fire and the fire of our ma-
chine guns and swept back, save at
one point, where the Germans gained
a footing in a small salient’ of our line
south of Chauffeur wood.

“In the course of this attack the
 enemy suffered very heavy losses, es-
' pecially west of Cote Du Poivre and in
the ravine betweem Cote Du Polvre
and the Haudremont wood.

“In the Wgevre there were some

. artillery gusts in the sgctors at the

foot of the Meuse hills.

“Aviation: On the night of April
16-17°our bombarding aeroplanes drop-
ped twenty-two shells on the raillway
stations at Nantillols and Brieulles;
fifteen on Ktaim and a bivouac in the
forest of Spincourt; eight on the can-
tonments at Vieville and Thillot,
northwest of Vigneulles.”

The Belgian official communication
reads:

“The artillery was quité active on
both sides, especially in the region
of Oosekerke and Dixmude.”

Russian Statement.
Petrograd, April 17, via London.—

The following official communication
was issued today:

“On the Dvina front the German ar-
tillery has developed its fire against
the Ikskull bridgehead and Dvinsk po-
siong and southward of Garbunovka.
The artillery duels in places south-
ward of the Dvinsk region were par
ticularly intense between Lakes Miad-
ziol and@ Narocz.

“In Galicia, in the Middle Stripa re-
gion, we repulsed several hostile at-
tempts to approach ‘our trenches.

“Caucasus front: In the coast re-
gion our troops, after occupying Sur-
meneh, pursued the retreating ememy
and reached the village of Arsene Kel-
essi, 18 versts (about 113 miles) east
of Trebizond.

“The fighting continues to our ad-
vantage in the Upper Tchoruk Basin.”

On Italian Front.

Rome, via Lomdon, April 17—The
war office communication .issued to-
day says:

“There is intense artilery activity
from Giudicaria to the Sugana Valley,
and on a portion of the front from the
Upper Degano to the Upper But.

“In the Sygana Valley the enemy
attacked our positions from the Lar-
ganza Torrent to Mont Collo, but was
counter-attacked and  repulsed, leav-
ing in our hands two officers and sixty
men as prisoners.

“On the lsonzo and Carso fronts
the activity is light. Our artillery fire
repeatedly reached enemy batteries
concealed in hollows in the environs
of hsgmlh.. in the Plave zome.”

British Operations.

London, April 17 (11.80 p. m.)—The
British officlal communication issu2d
this evening says:

“There was heavy shelling today
about Voormeszelle and Dickebusch,
and also of the area between it. Elol
and the Ypres-Comines Canal. There
was some artillery activity by both
gides todady about Hebuterne, betweea
Carnoy and the River Somme, and
also about Souchez and NoeuxLes-
Mines. Theré has been mining activ-
ity today in the Hohenzollern sector,
and west of Vimy.

“Yesterday &en was mﬁdmbh
nﬂd activity.”

ment spread to the corridors.

certain matters in connection with
the inquiry to the attention of the gov-
ernment and announced that General
Hughés had arrived in the city and

The
old question of St. Peter's Indian re-
serve which in days gone by used to
sway the chambér with anger, barely
kept a score of members in their
places, There was only one question
in the minde of all—‘What's Sam
going to say?”

There is no mystery as to the where-
abouts of Col. John Wesley Allison,
he is living within 30 minutes ride of

~|New York on Long Island. He is pre-

pared to come to Ottawa any moment
as he asserts he has nothing to con-
ceal. . He has engaged Mr. G, F. Hen-
derson, K. C., of Ottawa, to look after
his interests and will come here on
instructions from his solicitor at any
time.

He has been in poor health but is
récovering nicely.

“It is true,” said Mr. Henderson to-
day, “Col. Allison will be on hand.
He has nothing to conceal. I am in
touch with his New Yora legal advis
ors and know that Col. Allifon will do
everything in his power to assist the
commission.”

General Sir Sam Hughes was at his
office in the Woods building most of
today attending to his duties. He did
not attend the House, He was in
cheerful spirits but was non-communi-
cative to the newspaper men, meeting
all their inguiries with the remark
that he would make a statement to
the House tomorrow. He visited the
office of the Prime Minister in the east
block and had a further conference
with Sir Robert.

Meanwhile Mr. Justice Duff has been
in Toronto to confer with Chief Justice
Sir Willlam Meredith regarding the
organization of the Royal Commission
which will inquire into the Kyte char-
ges and the commission will meet
here on Wednesday but whether for
organization purposes only or to pro-
ceed at once with the inquiry is not
known,

It is expected that Yoakum, Lig-
nanti, Bassick and Cadwell, whose
names are all associated with the Kyte
charges, will be on hand when Te-
quired.

Hon. J. D, Hazen, who has been act-
ing Minister of Agriculture since Mr.
Burrell was injured in the parliament
buildings fire, had a busy evening
with the agriculture estimates.

SCHR. ANNIE M. PARKER
SALVAGED, .BUT BROKE
LOSE AND SANK

(lla.rloﬂ&town Aprﬂ 17—The gchoo-
ner Annie M. Parker, owned by Cap-
tain Trenholm, of Port Eigin, N. B,
which has been drifting about in the
icefilled straits all winter was sal-
vaged by the “Stanley” on Saturday
and towed from East Point to near
QGeorgetown where she broke loose
from the steamer and in four
and onehalf fathoms. She has a $6,
000 cargo of lathe.on board.

OMORROW

Sessions

'~ TWELVE MILES OF PORT OF TREBIZOND|p il l[lNG |5|.AN“ Toeeday Pllowin Easte.

mu\gmc OF
PROHIBITION BILL.

Penalties Ubder Act will: be
Paid to Pravince, Mu..m.

ity or
Doherty An-

Hon.

Ottawa, April 17—At the opening
of the housge today the Prime Minis-
ter moved his resolution providing for
the adjournment of the house from
Wednesday next until Tuesday, April
26,

Hon. J. D. Relfl introduced a bill to
extend to the whble system of govern:
ment railways the provision of the
law, now relating only to the Inter-
colonial Rallway, that in cases of
small claims against officials of the
road service may be made on the sta-

ed to direct the attenti:

g
by the government.
Third Reading of Prohibition Bill.

When Hon. C. J. Doherty’s bill ia
aid of provincial prohibitory legisla-
tion came before the House for third
reading, Hon. Frank Oliver said that
he feared the measure would be of
very limited value in supporting the
legislation of the provinces. It might.
indeed, be regarded as protecting the
liguor traffic against the establishment
of Dominion-wide prohibition. That
would not be the case if the Domia-
ion parliament legislated in its own
field and prohibited the manufacture
of liguor in a province having a Pro-
hibitory law, and also the importation
of liquor into such a province. He
had been told that for every dollar of
profit the distillers derived from their
business the Dominfon government
took two dollars in revenue. The
Dominion was thus in partnership

with the distiller, and it also derived
revenue from the brewing business.
In undertaking to deal with the ques-
tion of prohibiting the manufacture of
intoxicating liquors, therefore, th:
Dominion parliament rendered itself re-
sponsible for the investments in those
businesses.

“Does my honorable friend favor
compensating those interests it par
liament passes prohibitory legisla-
tion?” asked Mr. H. B. Morphy, of
North Perth. Y

“] am a prohibitionist,” replied
Mr. Oliver, “but I cannot see how this
parliament could pass guch legislation
without compensation. I cannot see
how we can wipe out of existence in-
vestments which. have Been made n
{ull accord with the law without rec-

gnizing our responsibility with r
gm-d to it.”

Mr. Oliver asserted that public opin
jon was ripe for Dominion-wide pro-
hibition, and that the conditlons ot
the time called for such legislatlo

Hon. Mr. Doherty sald that it had
seemed to the sovernment that. the
best method for parliament to adopt
had been to exercise power in aid of
what each province deemed best for
jtself, He did not dispute that the
Dominion could directly deal with the
manufacture of liquor and its impor-
tation into “dry” provinces. He did
not think, however, that by doing so
it could secure legislation which would
be effectively enforced. The bill dealt
with the problem of importation” oy
declaring that it would place restric-
tions on the shipment of liguor into 8
province to the extent which that
province desired. He was of the opin-
fon that the legislation in no way ra‘s-
ed the question of compensation for
those engaged in the manufacture of
spirits or beer.

Mr. Hugh Guthrie of South Welling-
ton angued that the bill was weak in
that it @id not prohibit the manufac-
ture of intoxicating Mquors in prov-
inces which had prohibited the sale of
Hquor within their bounds. He held
that the Ontario Legislature bad not in
its legislation touched that point be-
lieving that it came within the juris-
diction of the Dominion parliament.
Moreover, if the question was made in

(Continued on page 2)

H CURTAIN OF FIRE

NEW NOTE TO BERLIN MOST
VIGOROUS AND EMPHATIC
WILSON EVER APPROVED

GOV'T WILL HAVE
B b Fosumed oo SCOPE OF THE SHELL C'TEE

WHOLE

AFFAIRS INVESTIGATED

If Imperial Authorities Think it Desirable—Message to this
Effect Being Forwarded to London, Premier Borden An-
nouneed in House of Comons Yesterday.

Ottawa, April 17—That the Cana-
dinn government has no objection
whntever' to an inquiry into the whole
scope of Shell Committee affairs pro-
vided the imperial authorities think
an investigation desirable, is the mes-
sage which is being forwarded to Lon-
don, accordimg to a statement made
by Sir Robert Borden in the house to-
day.

Sir Robert announced early in the
day’s sitting that Sir Sam Hughes had
returned to Ottawa and proposed to
make a statement to the house tomor
row. He aleo laid upon the table an
order-in~council, approved by the Gov-
ernonGeneral on April 15, and arising
out of a promise made by the Prime
Minister during the debate upon Sir
Wilfrid Laurier's motion calling for
the appointment of a parliamentary
committee to investigate the opera-
tions of the Shell Committee. In his
speech in that debate Sir Robert sald
that the government would be prepar:

ot ﬂm Bﬂt-l

ish government to allegations made
by members of the opposition in re-
gard to the Shell Committee and
would inform the British authorities
of its readiness to co-operate in any
investigation which might be thought
desirable. The order-incouncil pro-
vides for the transmission to the Sec-
retary of State for the Colondes of the
Hansard report for the debate on the

Laurier resolution and of a copy of

the igsue of a royal commission to Sir
Willlam Meredith, chief justice of

Ontario, and Mr. Justice L. P. Duff, of

the Supreme Court. The order ap-
proved on Saturday last also conveys
to the Secretary of State for the Colo-

nies that the government of Canada

is ready to assist in any inquiry into
the transactions to which reference
was made in Sir Wilfrid Laurier's
motion and that “so far as the govern-
ment of Canada is concerned there is
no objection whatever to the fullest
investigation that may be thought de-
sirable at any time.”

ISEGE OF TREBIZOND MAY'

RIVAL STRUGGLE BEFORE
ERZERUM WAS CAPTURED

Petrograd, April 17, via London,
10.25 p. m.—Having occupied the
strongly fortified Tprkish position on
the left bank of the Kara Dere, on the
Turkish Black Sea coast the Russian
forces have passed the last of & serles
of natural obstacles along the coast,
the defensive advaiitages of which had
been made the most of by the Turks.
Thus they have entered the immediate
area of the Trebizond fortifications.

The Russians are now separated
from the city of Trebizond by only
sixteen miles of roadway, no part of
which is considered capable of sus-
tained defense, although since the fall
of Erzerum the Turks have undertaken
everything possible to perfect the de.
fensive power of the Trebizond forti-
fication, and greatly increased the gar-
rison, which is now said to contain
three complete divisions.

The word “imminent,” therefore, is
no longer used here in predicting the
occupation of Trebizond, and it is
realized that the city will be taken
only after the hardest kind of strug-
gle, which is likely to outclass in
| stubbornness and duration the one
which resulted in the fall of Erzerum.

The capture of the Kara Dere posi-
tion, which necessitated the crossing

of the swift stream, which is particu-
larly swollen and turbulent at this
time of the year, was made possible
by fine assistance rendered by the
Russian fleet. The Turks, apparently
believing the recent appearance in the
Black Sea of thelr cruiser Breslau, had
caused the Russian fleet to abandon
the operation which it had so success-
fully executed in connection with the
land forces, and not anticipating a
bombardment from the sea, set up no
shore batteries and limited their com-
struction of defenses to an elaborate
system of wire entanglements. A vig-
orous bombardment from the sea,
which demolished a great part of the
Turkish fortifications, was followed
by an infantry attack which met with
little resistance.

The Turks are still fiercely opposing
the Russian forces operating against
Baiburt, sixty miles northwest of Er-
zerum,—fighting in which the Rus-
slans, if successful, are expected to
unite their two groups of forces oper-
ating aleng the: coast: and: to the west
of Erzerum in such a way that further
Turkish efforts to prevent a solid ad-
vancé of the Russian armies over the
whole width of the front would be use-
less.
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CROWN PRINCE
ALMOST HIT
BY A SHELL

Exploded few Yards from His

Party while Watching Op-
erations on the Verdun
Front.

Geneva, April 17, via Paris—The re-
port reached here today that the
German Crown Prince had fnother
escape from death or injury recently
on the Verdun front. Accompanied by
his staff and a number of other offic-
ials -he approached within range of
heavy French guns, and a shell ex-
ploded near the party. It is sald sev-
eral persons were injured slightly,
and that others, including Col. Muel-
ler, correspondent of the Berne Bund,
were knocked down.

BOMBS FELL
ON TURKIGH
WAR MINISTRY

Powder Fadory at Makrekui
Blown up During British
Raid on Constantinople Fri-
day Evening.

London, April 18 (1204 a. m.)—In
the British air attack on Constanti-
nople Friday evening two bombs
dropped by the raiders burst in the
War Ministry, according to a report
from Saloniki, forwarded by the
Athens correspondent of the Exchange
Telegraph Company.

The despatch adds that another
bomb burst in the powder factory of
Makrekul, which blew up. There
were numerous casualties.

Makes Plun that Immediate:
Change i Germm olicy
Necessary to Avold
Break.

DOCUMENT LIKELY TO
GO FORWARD TODAY.:

News of Fresh Breach of’
Faith Reaches the White
House as Finishing Touches.
Being Put to Note.

Washington, April 17—The commus:
nication which he has drafted as thes
last word of the United States to Ger«
many on the submarine issue was
completed today by President Wilson,
It probably will be despatched to Bere
lin tomorrow.

The document reviews Germany'sy
submarine activities since the Lusie
tania was sunk, almost a year ago,,
and makes plain that only an immedis
ate change in the German policy cax)
make - possible the continuance off
friendly relations between the twi
nations. §

As the President was putting thek
finishing touches to the note, on wh'
Anmasanasananas The and Secretary of State Lansing

en. working for nearly a week, office

word was received by the States
Department that the lives of two Am-
ericans had been endangered by am
attack on the Russian bark Imperator
by an Austrian submarine, Carl Bai-
ley Hurst, American consul-general at
Barcelona, Spain, who sent the report,.
said the attack was without warning.
One of the American citizens 'on board
was wounded by shrapnel shells fired
by the submarine.

A full investigation of the incident
was ordered at once by the State Dew
partment.

Mr. Wilson himself was the only:
official familiar with all the details of
the document tonight, but it was
jearned authoritatively that it is the
most emphatic and. vigorous diplo-
matic paper the President ever.lhasv. ...
approved.

WOUNDED FROM
VERDUN WERE
IRGT PATIENTS

In No.4 Hospital Handed Over:
by Sir Geo. Perley, on Be«
half of Canada, to President
Poincare.

London, April 16.—(Montreal Gazw
ette Cable)—In the presence of a d15-
tinguished company, Sir George Perq
ley, acting high commissioner of Can~(
ada, on Saturday handed over, on b -1

half of the Canadian yovernment, No.,
4 Stationary Hospital at Paris to th
President of the French Republic.

The hospital was inaugurated by they
admission of 156 wounded from Vers!
dun.

The ceremony Wwas quite informal.
The president arrived at the hospital,
on Saturday afternoon and was re-l
ceilved by Lord Granville, charge:
d’affaires, in the absence of the ambas-
sador, Lord Bertie, Sir George Perley, .
Surgeon-General M. Jones, Hon. Phil-
ippe Roy, Canadian commissioner at'
Paris, and Mr. Godfrey Langlois, Que-
bec government commissioner to Bel«
gium. Representatives of the French:
foreign and war offices also attended.

After Sir George's declaration, ong
pehalf of the Dominion government,,
the president spent two hours inspects|
ing the hospital and chatting with the{
wounded, some of whom he decorated:
with the “Croix De Guerre, Medailied
D'Honneur.”

14, Col. Migneault commands the
hospital, which is at the famous sube:
urb of St. Cloud.




