Messenger and Visitor

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, }
. Vorume LXV.

Vol. XIX.

Dr. Alexander Dowie, the self-styled
Dowie in Diffi- Llijah; has apparently failed at the
peint at which he was generally suj
culty, posed to be strongest.  Whateys
might be ¥
prophet and healer, thes
possession of extraordinacy alility a an A 1l
wgly the announcement that " ul
difficulty and that the it A
plete collapse of the gigant . xl
tion in Zion City ha i | p
Courts, through receivers, ha { ¢ . Y4
property controlled by [how et
had been accumulating against seveta Jpast
and as there was éver wdicat \ DAYy
debts the creditors sought t 1 ¢
the bankruptcy court D ¢ v ¢cu
lated a large sum as the 1 of «tho
Church The assets of the ganization.  of which *the
prophet the banker, hiave bheen estimate 1t betwesr
§ 20,000,000 and R §0,000,60x ’ skl in g
are apt to be extravagant Fhere wa LR itlay wh
Zion City was founded two years ago. Then fth

industries started

there wve n

e
vestments and some legal disput n wh $
been engaged have cost him a good « of 1

liabilities altogether are said to totaloup $750,000. Dowie
has been making urgent appeals to his followers and
making use of all his assumed prophetic authority to draw

from them the funds necessary in the emergency. Hundreds

of letters, it is said, have been sent to his followers in all

parts of the country in which they are urged, almost com

manded, to sell their farms, stores and everything else and

come at once to Zion City and take up their work in the

church. All who have money in the banks. where they
now live are asked to draw that monev out of the local
banks and send it for deposit at Zion City. What result
these urgent appeals will have remains to be seen. It s

reported, liowever, that the response from the saints in
It 1s not
Dowie from

Much will
depend for the ultimate outcome of the matter upon the
question whether or the Zion City enterprise is
financially feasible. Naturally, under the
there are suspicions that of Dowie's accumulated
wealth may have gone across the seas in charge of his wife
and son

Zion City has not yet been enthusiastic im-
possible that the money necessary to deliver

his present embarassment may be forthcoming.

not
circumistances,

some

But the suspicion may do him injustice.

despatch is
that
Japan and Russia are on the verge of

and Japan. n of their dif-
ferences. This settlement, it is said,

be the resilt of the negotiations which have been
in progress past and been as-
sisted by the friendly representations of France to Russia
and of Great Britain to Japan

An

authority

Press

the

Associated

Russia for statement

amicable settlement

will
for some time have
nations are said
to have agreed practically upon a treaty, the basis of which
is as follows : the

The two

“Russia will
entered into by Japan with

accept two agreements

Korea dated 18g6 and 1808
respectively, under which Japan secured various rights in
Korea, including the maintenance of a garrison at Seoul
In exchange for this concession, Japan will accept Russia’
treaty: with China respecting Manchuria.” It is believed,
though this cannot be stated as positive, that Japan and
Russia will reiterate their support of the principles of the
“‘open door” and the integrity of China and of Korea

A British” military expedition jnto
Thibet is in Some time
ago a mission under Colonel Young-
husband went to

The Expedition

progress.

to Thibet.

Lhassa to discuss

with the Thibetan authorities their
failure to observe treaty stipulations and the consequent
injury of the trade between India and Thibet. The
mission accomplished nothing as the Dalai-Lama sent
subordinates to meet the Brit

h representatives and refused
to treat with themuuless they retired into Indian territory.
Colonel Younghusband thereupon fortified the camp and
returned himself to report to the Viceroy. As a conse-
quence he is now leading a considerable force of troops into
Chumbi Valley which is the key to Thibet. Thence he is
expected to-advance on Gyangtse, an important centre
about 150 miles from Lhassa, This movement‘of # British
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e into Thibet has, it appe reated some excitemert
n Russia.  The St Petersbutg newspapers are repor "
egarding it as an attempt to stir up a
nder cov { whict i t i ase A I
§int i i n leading §
ted . i he |
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Fhibet } g
plar ol w
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Hima t is posaible i
t t i sating A !
hrection disagreea to the | i \ A
ug ' nd b pa Hrit ' i
1 tent pushing the Young! A i
through to - [ hiss en ol permaiently ¢
Gyangtse. Whether or not the British expedition int
['hibet has had any ir nee promote th lerstanding
which it is reported has been reached between Russia
Japan may be ’ f some interest
w
. .
The ' recently discovered substance
Radiam. radium, is likely for some time to
come to furmish very interesting mat
ter for scientific investigation. The study of this substance

has already led some learned investigators to think that

the dream of the old alchemists, that one element might be

that

transmitted into another and consequently baser

metals might by some means be turned into gold, is some

thing more than a dream. Sir William Ramsay, a distin
guished scientist and professor of Chemistry in London
University, in a recent lecture made the startling announce
ment that his experiments with

that

pre
helium

radium had shown

this mysterious element has the power,by some subtle

cess of changing into another elem :nt, namely
He described how a long search into the question of what
becomes of the minute particles which radium
Besides its other
tions, radium constantly gives off an emanation whi

seems to be in all respects like a heavy

alway

throwing off, was rewarded manifesta

gas. it can be
collected in tiny flasks, measured, weighed, and used to
display the characteristic
not permanent.

properties of radium, but it i
In about a month it entirely disappear
Sir William
caught this emanation in the act of vanishing. He found
that after it had been collected a couple of days its spec

trum, which previously was entirely unlike any yet studied,
began to display the‘typical yellow line of helium. - In four
or five days the helium was positively blazing in the her
metically sealed tubes that had been filled with pure eman

ations or gaseous output of radium

The question is what becomes of it.

In other words one
element had been literally seen to change into another
Thi

said Professor Ramsay, very suggestive of transmutation

realization of one

of the oldest of human dreams was,
The problem mighit uot be actually solved, but it was by
that if

radium turned into helium, and nothing else, it would take

no means absurd. Professor Ramsay calculated

but if helium is only

two million years to dissolve into ga

mutation would he

one of the substances given off the

proportionately shorter. He is now investigating to learn

precisely how much helium was produced from the radiun
what happened in the change, and how long it took
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members of the

A number of the

British Parlia- British Parliament with their wives
and families have lately been in

mentarians Paris returning the visit of French
Deputies to London a few weeks be-

in Paris. forein connection with the arrgoging

of the treaty of International Arbit-

ration.  Matters seem to have been made as pleasant for

the British visitors in Paris as they had been for the French
in London, and both visits will doubtless tend to promote
friendship ' and good-will between the two nations.

feature of the visit was a reception ‘at the El
on d'Estournelles de Constant presented the M. Ps. and
their ladies individually to the President and Madame
Loubet. This was followed: later by a banguet in
of the visitors, at which Premier Combes made a great
speech in praise of international arbitration. He declared
that the treaty between France and Great Britain had been
ratified by the public opinion of the two countries and de"-
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€ I Springhill miners are
The Springhill ke, and acvording o the
lespat we 1o the matter
StriKe. wvhich ha 1in the daily
ress, the pro: t ermis. 10 be that
e time. may  elaj ¢ they  return to work The
wise of the i w o difference between the
management and the espect to the method of
measuring t! o It that weount of the way
in which the ! t H it car all be sent
tin wes, | mich of 1t tid down long chutes
ich are sometimes at an angle of 45 degrees or more. At
the head of these chutes there will someties be eighiteen
Wl met ng. 1t as theref " able to keep
woount of ea nan’s coal separat the Tottom of the
wte.  But, according to the method which had been em
ploved, the amount al to be redited to each pair of
miners was arrived by the numiber of cubi¢ fuet which

vas found when d to !

wve been taken out of the

contains a

place where

y were working } as a box

certain number of cub the rnumber of boxes to be

credited to each pair of miners was arrived at in  this
way The managément contends, however, that the
number of © boxes " actually filled at. the bottom of
the® chute, ~does  not equal * the number of boxes
which the “measurement at the head of the chutes
as being mined, and has insisted = that the

ners sha

paid according to the box measurement’ at
the bottom of the chute. It is against the installation of
wsurement that the

this new method of mesz
belled. Their I
nined not i
hold out
lispute.
¢ quite
miners.

does not appear

miners have re-
aders are said to be very strongly deter-
» vield and very confident of their.ability to
ntil the Company shall concede 'the point in
On the other hand the management appears to
1s determined not to vield to the demands of the
The prospect for an arbitration of the difficulty

to be hopeful. It looks as if the end of
the trouble might be some distance away. The strike,
however, is an expensive business for both parties and for

of some

the town, as it nieans the stoppage
; ;

$20,000 in
wages weekly

ated that Lieut. Peary has re-

Peary Will 1 three years leave of absemce
fom the Navy department ofthe United

Try Again States. in order to undertake anotlier

: expedition with the hope of reaching
the North Pole. . Lieat Peary’s former expeditions, while
they have failed of the grand purpose in view, have not
been without geographical results of value, and if he should
fail again, as he prol to reach the Pole, he may at
least add something more to the sum of the world’s knowl-
edge concerning the northern polar regions Peary’s pres-
ent pl 15 said to be to be to start next July,go direct to

Iv will

ilan
\\'h.\lh‘ Sound, establish a base at Cape Sabine and form
an Eskimo camp there. Thence he will force hise way
northward to Grant Land where he hopes to establish win-
tes quarters on the northern shore. As far as practicable
be will astablish.caches along the rovte. The following
February, with the eacliest returning light, he will start
due north over the polar pack with a small pioneering
party, and [ollowed i large main party. Mr, Peary
hopes to make the journey from Cape Sabine to the North
Pole and back if conditions are good dn a hundred days
lf}hc« onditions age bad, and he fails in the attempt, he
will go into winter quarters and try again the next year,
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