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{ “tobacco consisted of six pipes,
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" McCURDY'S RESIGNATION
" DENIED-~MORE LOOT EXPOSED

]

NEW YORK, Nov. 27.—One of the
most interesting features of the life
insurance investigation developed a few
minutes before ~adjournment of the

Armstrong committee today, when The-
odore F. Banta, cashier of the New
York Life Insurance Co., testified that
about the beginning of 1901, Edmund D.
Randolph, treasurer of the company,
opened the vaults' of the company, re-
moved New York City stock valued at
$700,000, and put a check of the Central
National Bank of $700,000 in its place.
Mr. Banta said he happened to open
the vaults at the order of Mr. Ran-
dolph and that he supposed Mr. Ran-
dolph acted for the finance company.
The stock was kept out for a few days
dand was then returned and the check
withdrawn. The transaction was not
recorded on the books of the company,
s0 far as Mr. Banta knew. The effect
of the operation would be that any one
having that stock would have $700,000
worth of untaxable property at the first
of the year. Mr. Banta did not know
who received the stock. Mr. ‘Randolph
i{s expected to be on the witness stand
témorrow.

George W. Perkins, vice-president of
the New York Life Insurance Company
and member of the firm of J. P. Morgan
& Company, bankers, today described
to the commission the transaction
which resulted in his receipt of $40,193
from Kidder, Peabody & Company of
Boston, as half the profits of the sale
of $2,000,000 worth of bonds of the

¢ Mexican Central Railroad Company.
Milton H. Mattison, a bookkeeper of
‘the New York Life Insurance Company,
had previously testified that $930,000 of
the Life Insurance Company’s money
was used in the transaction and that
Mr. Perkins got the profit. Mr. Perkins
said today that he went into the trans-
estion for the New York Life fund,
wrhich is owned by the New York Life

)

Insurance Company, and that he in-
vested the profits for that fund. The
life company, he said, profited to the
extent of five per cent. interest in the
loan of $920,000. He stated that the
company had no right to the $40,193 pro-
fits.

Mr. Perkins said also that J. P. Mor-
gan & Co. had taken up notes of An-
drew Hamilton and E. E. McCall, for-|
merly justice' of the New York state
supreme court, amounting to $56,310, at
the request of President John A. Mec-
Call, of the New York Life Insurance
Co., and that the amount with inter-
est was paid to Andrew Hamilton by
the New York Life Insurance Co. from
the proceeds of a syndicate in the
United tates steel corporation stock.

/Presldent John A. McCall told the
commission teday that he had told the
Central National Bank and E. E. Mc-
Call that Hamilton was good for $50,~
000. President McCall said the New
York Life Insurance Co. owed Hamil-
ton the $56,310, and- took the syndicate
profits to pay him. The result wag
that the payment did not appear on
the books of the company. The rea- |
son was that he wanted to keep Ham- '
ilton’s expenses down. i

Much evidence was given both by |

NEW YORK, Nov. 27.—Dr. Walter |
Gillette, vice-president of the Mutual |
Life Insurance.Company, today denied
published reports that Richard A. Mc-|
Curdy has resigned the presidency of |
the Mutual Life and that Richard H. l
McCurdy had retired from the general |
managership of the company. Dr. |
Gillette said, however, that Louis A.
Thibaud, son-in-law of President Mec- |
Curdy ,had relinquished the position of |
the company’s general agent for New|
York.

“There is,” satd Dr. Gillette, “no truth |
in the report that the Mutual Life pre-
sidency has been offered to J. B. Mor-
gan of Chicago.”

MI ‘ ~
 FAMOUS SMOKBRS’ MARVELLOUS
! RECORDS.

—_—
Berlin has recently lost one- of her
most ardent and methodical devotees
of the fragrant weed by the death of

Herr Grurn, whose daily allowance of
six cig-
ars, and six cigarettes. This amount
he never varied, save on his birthday,
when it was doubled, 'and on New
Year's Day, which, on the principle of
starting the year temperately, Wwas
kept as a day of total abstinence.

Love of tobacco and wisdom often go
together. Prince Bismark was wont to
boast that he had in something like
fifty years consumed over 100,000 cigars,

’ a number that works out at an aver- |
age of five a day—no great feat per-.
haps for one who was at one period &
“¢hain” smoker, lighting each cigar
from the glowing stump of the one just

! enjoyed.

Fdison, the great inventor, must hold
a superior record. fen _cigars a day
are his normal allowance, but when
deeply absorbed in work he finds double
that number necessary to stimulate his
brain. Even more in a day used that
celebrated singer, Mario, to dispose of;
but his day commenced with dawn
and concluded not until, sleep - over-
powering him, the still burning Hav-
ana slipped from his lips.

Without a cigar was Edwin Booth,
the tragedian, scarcely ever seen. Even
while engaged on his professional
duties his beloved weed was present in
the wings, ready to be snatched from
his dresser’s hand for enjoyment dur-
ing the sometimes exceedingly brief in-
tervals between his exits and en-
trances. Twenty-five cigars a day were
at one time his usual allowance; an al-
lowance, however, not infrequently ex-
ceeded.

To revert to ordinary folk. By &
steady average of fourteen cigars a day
Willlam Pattison, of Michigan, man-
aged in twenty years to account for
100,000 excellent weeds, a number that
drew upon him the expostulation of his
friends, on the ground that such excess
was prejudical to long life: to which he
opposed the fact that Goethe, though
he drank 20,000 bottles of wine, lived
to bd eighty-three. So he smoked on
unconcernedly, and died at the age
of eighty-nine. -

Three years since, at Vienna, there
died in his seventy-third year an old

: man beside whose smoking record that
of William Pattison appears quite in-

significant. From his twenty-seventh
year he kept an exact account of his
consumption of beer and tobacco. In
his fifty-fourth year he became a tee-
totaler, after having drunk 28,786 glass-
es of ale—a very moderate tally,
working out at but three a day. But it
is of his immoderate smoking, which
he continued till his death, that we
have to speak. |

In forty-five years he smoked no
fewer than 628,718 cigars, or 13,971 a
year, giving an average of thirty-eight
a day. Out of this gigantic total |
43,500 were given him at various times,
leaving 585,213, which, although this
Austrian devotee at the shrine of “My
Lady Nicotine’ never paid more than
a penny for each one, cost nearly
£2,500.

But even this marvellous record is
beaten by that of Mynheer Van Kales,
known by the nickname of the “King
of the Smokers.” He was eighty-one
at the time of his decease, and some-
times smoked as much’'as ten pound of
tobacco in a week. How strong with |
him was the rulingf passion in death
was shown by his' funeral

At his express desire he was placed
in a coffin lined with the wood of cigar- |
boxes. At his feet were deposited a |
packet of “Caporal” and a bladder of |
fine Dutch golden-leaf, while by hisg
side were laid his favorite china-bowled |
pipe, a box of matches, flint, steel, and |
tinder. Around his grave was gather-
ed a circle of Rotterdam smokers,
each with his pipe, from which at the
words, “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust,”
he shook the ashes on to the coffin-lid. |
To each of these mourners the deceased
left ten pounds of tobacco and two
pipes bearing his arms.

HOW IT HAPPENED.

Bjagsky was wearing a huge patch
over one eye, a fine assortment of court
plaster over his massive brow, a band-
age on his jaw, one arm in a sling, and
a crutch under his left arm helped to
support his limping footsteps.

Meeting him on the street,
said:

“What in the world has done you up
s0?”’

Painfully Bjagsky answered:

“Well, you see, I was out with my
chauffeur learning to run my big car.
All at once on a sharp turn chauffeur
yelled, ‘Bear to the left!” Being afraid
of bears, I instinctively turned to the
right, and we went over a thirty foot
embankment.”—Baltimore American.
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Short Talks

on Printing

In looking over the advertising
pages of the leading magazines one
invariably runs across a sentence
something like this :
booklet sent o request,”’
logue Free,”” or “‘Send for Booklet'’

How many manufacturing in-

¢ Tllustrated
‘¢ Cata-

| of all

dustries, business houses, or busi-
ness institutions in St. John follow
up their advertising in this manner?
Very few, and it’s the few that are
reaping the harvest. .

Think this over, and if it imter-
ests you, call us up on Phone 25.and
we will call on you with samples of
Catalogues and Booklets we have
printed—which have proved profit-
able business-bringing investments.

THE SUN PRINTING GO, LTD,

CANTERBURY STREKLT.
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HOW PICTURE FAKERS
DELUDE AMATEURS.

i)

Bogus Paintings Sold as Old Masters For
Enormous Sums When They Were
Really Worthless.

e

PARIS, Nov. 25.—Disclosures alarm-
ing to amateurs are made respecting
the “faking’” of pictures in the dealers’
and experts’ trade by the editor of the
“Revue Internationale des Falsifica-
tions,” the official organ of the inter-
national commission for the repression
kinds of adulteration, presided
over by Professor Brouardel. Accord-
ing to one author, M. Franche, the
forging of painted works of art is an
old established wholesale business, and
he accuses many experts and sworn
auctioneers of the Hotel Drouot and
the principal auction rooms for art
sales of deliberate fraud. Scores of ex-

 amples are quoted haphazard. At the

famous San Donato sale in 1870, says

| the writer, three alleged works of Dela-

roche were knocked down as authentic
at $16,000 for the lot. They were copies,
two of them painted by a Mme. Ver-

| collier and the third by M. Berenger,
| the authors receiving $80 or $100 apiece

for the pictures. Many artists’ works
are forged before they are dead. Re-
cently twenty paintings, all spurious,
ascribed to three living men, were seiz-
ed just as they were being sent off to
the United States by a Paris dealer of
great reputation. Among  earlier
schools forgers have made most money
out of that of 1830. Thousands of sham
Corots, Diaz, Daubignys, Dupres, Theo-
dore Rousseaus, Troyons’ have been
sold in America. Dealers paid whole
staffs of forgers to paint in Fontaine-
bleau Forest, made famous by Rous-
seau, and the woods of the Vaux de
Cernay, where Corot sketched.: Many
of these pictures now figure in well
known collections as authentic.

A Paris dealer having bought four
plctures by Corot, Daubigny, Diaz and
Rousseau employed an artist to exe-
cute twenty-five copies with slight al-
terations of each canvas, paying him
$200 per month for ten months to exé-
cute the job, giving him also board and
lodging in a country villa. These hun-
dred pictures are now in American col-
lections,’ having been purchased as au-
thentic at stiff prices. The works of
the portrait painters of the eighteenth
century have been copied to the same
extent. Other masters who are suc-
cessfully imitated by forgers are Rem-

brandt, Ruysdael, Hobbema, Boucher |

and Watteau.
A few dealer’s tricks are revealed.

|
Lately the owner of two undoubtedly

genuine Manets described in the cata-
logue of the painter’s works by M.
Duret, who had seen them on his easel
in his studio, and bought from his
window, offered them to an amateur,
who consulting an expert, was told by
the latter, who had never ,seen them,
that they were spurious. The expert
subsequently acknowledged that he had
said so because he had Manets of his
own to dispose of. An amateur being
cffered a genuine Corot for $1,600, was
assured by his expert that it was a
forgery, and did not buy it. Later on
he purchased a Corot from the expert
for $5,000. This was eventually proved
by the owner of the first canvas to be
the very same one which the expert
had bought for $1,600, after putting off
the amateur, and had resold to him for
three  times that amount.

Some methods of faking are describ- i
The patina produced by timel is |
imitated with saffron, bistre liquoris or |

ed.

black coffee and a subsequent var-
nish. Oil mixed with varnish or a com-
pound of bitumen, -yellow lake and red
ochre are also used. For complete for-
geries the canvas and frame are first
of all aged by exposure to sun, wind
and rain. In the case of sham Italian
quattrocentist and cinquescentist piec-
tures the methods are complicated and
elaborate. To begin with the canvas
is treated with white of egg, then pow-
dered with fine ground coffee. Thick
coatings of glue are then passed over,
each being dried before a bright fire
t. produce cracks. A portrait of a wo-
man with the hands unpainted was
bought at Rheims some time ago for

$40 by a specialist treated by one ot§
the above methods, the hands being |
painted in, and all the rest aged, and |

the canvas sold first for $600, then fin-
ally as an authentic Largillere for
$6,000.

-

“Did you see anything in Italy that
appealed to you particularly?”
“Yes, the beggars!”

Don’t Neglect
a Cough«Cold

IT CAN HAVE BUT ONE
RESULT. IT LEAVES
THE THROAT or LUNGS,
OR BOTH, AFFECTED.

DR. W00D’S NORWAY PINE
SYRUP IS THE MEDICINE
YOU NEED. . . . . ¢ oo

It is without an equal as & remedy for
Coughs, Colds, Bronchitis, Sore Throat,
Pain in the Chest, Asthma, Whooping
Cough, Quinsy and all affections of the
Throat and Lungs.

A single dose of Dr. Wood's Norway
Pine Syrup will stop the cough, soothe the
throat, and if the cough or cold has be-
come settled on the lungs, the heaffig
properties of the Norway Pine Tree will
proclaim its great virtus by promptly
eradicating the bad effects, and a persist-
ent use of the remedy cannot fail to bring
about a complete cure.

Do not be humbugged into buying so-
called Norway Pine Syrups, but be sure
and insist on having Dr. Wood’s. It is
put up in & yellow wrapper, three pine
trees the trade mark, and price 25 cts.

Mrs. Henry Seabrook, Hepworth, Ont.,
writes : *I have used Dr. Weed's Norway
Pine Syrup in our family for the past three
years and I consider it the best remedy
known for the cure of colds. It has cured
all my children and myself.”

SOME  STRANGE
GOINCIDENGES.

Recent Romances of the * Long Arm.”

Whatever else may fail, one can al-
ways rely on the constaney of the crop
of coincidences—a fact which must be
apparent to anyone who studies his
daily paper. Thus, only a few weeks
ago, the writer observed that on the
same day of August one Henry John-
son qualified as a father, another as a
husband, while the third joined the
greatt majority; and  in the same
paper it was recorded that three
brothers of the name of ~ Hunter
had married, without the knowledge of
each other, on the very samg day—one
in Canada, the second in Johannesburg,
and_ the third in Scotland; while, to
crown the remarkable coineidence, each
bride was a ‘“Mary.” .

About the same time a correspondent
sent to “Notes and Queries” the fol-
lowing singular statement of family co-
incidences: ‘‘His mother’s name was
Watts; his wife’s maiden name also
was Watts, the second Christian name
of both being Emma. The mether’s
eldest brother is Thomas Watts; the
wife’s eldest brother is Thomas Watts.
The mother’s second: brother is James
Watts; the wife’s second brother is
James Watts. The mother’s elder sis-
ter was Annie Watts; the wife’s elder
sister is Annie Watts. The youngest
daughter in the mother’s family was
Elizabeth Watts; the wife, the young-
est daughter in her family, was also
Elizabeth Watts. Up to the time of
the marriage the two families were ab-
solute strangers, and, so far as is
known, in no way related.”

We learn, too, that exaetly a century
ago there was, as today, an Irish sec-
retary of the name of Long, as the
following extract from the “Observer”’
of 1805 shows: “Mr. Long is appoint-
ed secretary for Ireland in the room of
Mr., Vansittart. The resignation of
Lord Hardwicke will take place in a
very short time.” A few months ago—
in May last—the House of Representa-
tives at Washington adjourned out of

respect for the memory of four of its|

members who had died on four suc-
cessive days. “A coincidence widely
commented on,” says a correspondent
of a London paper, “is the fact that
Mr. Cummings had been appointed to
attend the funeral of General Rose-
crans, the first to die; Mr. Otey had
been deputed to attend Mr. Cummings’s
funeral; and Mr. Salmon, the last of
the quartette'to go, to attend the fu-
neral of Mr. Otey.”

Not long ago the “Shrewsbury Chron-

! icle” recorded a vepy singular coincid-

ence of two lives—those of two farm-
house domestics who both left their
situations one Christmas; shortly after,
both found husbands and settled in the
same village; each became the mother
of four children, and died in giving
birth to the fourth; the two mothers
were laid in the grave within a few
days of each other, and shortly after
the two babes were laid by their side.
Each of the wives was called Mary,
and each husband was William.

One Sunday recently it was noticed
that the pulpit in a London dissenting
church was occupied in the morning
by a Mr. Vine and in'the evening by
a Mr. Grape. At a recent inquest at
‘Windsor, the subject of the inquiry, the
coroner, the foreman of the jury, and
the undertaker all answered to the cog-

 nomen of Martin; at another inquest a
| witness called Beer was followed by a

Mr. Soda; and in Dublin John Lamb
was convicted of stealing two sheep
from a Mrs. Fields, the chief witness
against the peccant Lamb being a Mr.
Wolf.

It is not long since there died at Ar-
cadia, Hamilton County, U. S. A, two
brothers named March, whose lives ran
in strangely parallel lines. They were
twins, and married on the same day
two sisters, also twins. To each couple
were born seven sons and five daugh-
ters, every one of the two dozen belng
born on the 27th of a month, which was
also the day of the month on which
their parents became bne. )

A recent sea mystery furnished a very
curious conicidence. Two American
schooners, the Charles E. Wilbur and
the Quinebarg, left Savannah and
Darien respectively for New York; and
practically from the day of sailing no-
thing has been since seen of either ves-
sel. Both boats were built at the same
time, by the same firm, at Providence;
they were of identical size and build,
each carried the same cargo to the same

| port on her maiden voyage, ahd eacn

vanished at the same time equally mys-
teriously. :

But as a sample of coincidence it
would be difficult to match the follow-
ing experience told by a Birmingham
lady. A year ago she was crossing the
Menai Straits when she lost her watch,
but was conpensated by picking up a
valuable gold bracelet which somebody
else had lost. Some time later, at Chel-
tenham, a lady saw the bracelet, and
remarked that it was exactly like one
she had lost, and produced a watch
which she had found at the same time.
An exchange was made, and thus two
ladies became possessed again of their
own property.

With all the books that have been
written and will be written in which
Admiral Togo is the central and heroic
figure little is ever introduced con-
cencerning Mrs. Togo. According to
one account received from abroad she
is a gentle, homely little woman, who
does her own housework and employs
but one servant. The family keeps no
jinrikisha, but after the war began
Mrs., Togo bought a bicycle and gave
it to her son, so that he might ride
down to Yokohama to get: her the
latest news, since no correspondence
whatever passed between herself and
the admiral.

When President Roosevelt was
hunting in the Big Pasture last spring
the story runs that he told John Aber-
nathy, his host, to secure general in-
dorsements and later he might give
him an office. Abernathy had never
mixed in Oklahoma politics, and it
was easy for him to get letters from
members of all factions, saying that
he was a good fellow and that they
would like to see him on the federal
payroll. Among others who indorsed
Abernathy was W. D. Fossett, United
States marshal, whose. position Aber-
nathy now is said to be seking. Fos-
sett is the butt of many jokes about
Lis indorsements of Abernathy for his
own job.

twelve were seviously hurt, and a score

CLEARING  AWAY
THE LINGOLN WRECK.

Hundreds View the Gruesome Spectacle—

Dead, All Told, Now Number Seven-
teen—Inquest Begins Tomorrow

LINCOLN, Mass., Nov. 27.—After a
day spent in clearing away the re-
maining traces of last night's disaster
at Baker's Bridge station on the Fitch-
burg division of the Boston & Maine
railroad, and an investigation by the
officials, state authorities and the
newspapers, it was practically settled
tonight that 17 persons lost their lives,

more or less injured as a result of the
terrible collision.

Investigation by the railroad officials
began immediately after the accident
last night. Today they made a spe-
cial examination, and on Wednesday
Judge John S, Keyes of Concord will
hold an investigation.

President Tuttle of the road blames
H., W. Lyons, engineer of the leading
locomotive.

A careful revision today of the list of
dead and seriously injured takes two
off the death list.

Engineer Lyons, who is not severely
injured, reached his home in Charles-
town today, but no attempt was made
by the authorities to take him into cus-
tody. It is said that the engineer ad-
mitted seeing sbme signals used for
the protection of the accommodation
train.

The scene of the wreck was visited
today by hundreds of people from sur-
rounding towns. At dawn, however,
nothing remained of the mass of debris
and damaged rolling stock but the
wreck of the forward engine, blistered
and reddened through the fire of the
passenger car which it had demol-
ished.

To the thirteen bodies which were
sent to Boston last night there were
added today two which were found in
the ruins of the locomotive. The six-
teenth body, that of Miss Margaret
McSweeney, was sent home last night.

At the Boston morgue today there
were bodies identified and claimed by
the relatives. Another was partially
identified as that of Tydepriu, and a
twelfth as John Zerewski, from a bank

book of the Concord Savings Bank.

Of the two male bodies remaining
both of which were burned almost be-
yond recognition, one is believed to be |
Chas. Barnard, the fireman of the
head engine.

Reports from Maynard = tonight, |
which show many of the victims reside |
there, say that two persons believed to !
be in the wreck have not yet been
héard from. A statement regarding
the wreck was issued today by Presid-
ent Lucus Tuttle of the Boston and
Maine railroad. Accordingto President
Tuttle the road’s investigation had
established the fact that precautions
had been taken by the crew of the
local train to protect it from the ex-
press. by throwing out red hand
torches, and also by placing at stations
three miles back of the scene of the
accident of precautionary lights.

The inquest by Judge Keyes of Con-
cord will begin Wednesday morning,
and will be held in the. district court
of that town.

It is expected that the finding will
be sent to the district attorney within |
a week.

The wreck was sufficiently cleared
today to enable the complete resump-
tion of traffic on this portion of the
road.

e ——————

AN ARTISTIC SUCGESS

Probably as a result of the little ef-
fort at advertising, the concert given
last night in the York Theatre was
very poorly patronized. The concert,
however, given by Miss Hope Morgan,
Madame Langley, Miss Myrtle Meggy
and Stanley Adams was an artistic
treat. Madame Langley, the violinist,
is no stranger to St. John, having been
here twice with Albani. Last evening
by her magnificent rendering of a num-
ber of difficult selections she again won
the hearty applause of a St. John
audience. Perhaps the hit of the even-
ing was made by Miss Meggy, a six-
teen-year-old girl, who is really a won-
derfu! pianist. Her faculty of execu-
tion, her time and expression are
worthy of a finished artist and are re-
markable in one so young. Miss Hope
Morgan is the soprano of the party
and she too came in for a big share
of the applause. Miss Morgan is a
lyric soprano, her voice is in the lower
tcnes, especially rich and full. The
songs chosen by Stanley Adams, the
baritone, were nearly all of a light
character, bright and pleasing, suited
to his voice and to the humor of the
audience. At the close Miss Morgan
by request gave the new National
Anthem “Canada.”

CARRYING IT TOO FAR.
]

An interesting event was about to
happen, and the mother in order to pre-
pare her little ones of three and five
and also help her religious training told
them that jf they prayed earnestly to
the Lord he would send them a little
brother or sister.

The children prayed, and in a few
ddys they were called into view their
new baby brother. They were greatly
pleased. Later in the day the father
came home and said to his wife: “Say,
Mary, this praying business has got to
be stopped. It's going foo far.”

“What's the matter?” asked the wife.

“Why,” said the father, “I just found
those kids in the parlor, down on their
knees, praying to beat the band for a
billy goat and a pony!”’—New York
‘World.

TOMMY’S DECISION.

e

| by young and old, day and night.

In as mall village the serenaders
were storming a house with tin cans,
guns, cannon and stone because the
bride and groom refused to come out.

Little Tommy,: five years old, lived
two doors above and in the midst of
the racket sald:

“Oh, mamma, I am never going to
get married!”—Magasine of Fun.

SENATOR PERLEY TELLS

OF GREAT

WHEAT GROP.

"

Mr. Editor—After the gathering in of
the year’s crop, for the past three or
four years, I have written you regard-
ing the year’s operations. You have
so kindly given place to my letters I
am again inspired to write you.

The other or previous letters were
addressed from Assiniboia, but this one
is from Saskatchewan, one of the new
provinces of confederation, and I feel
I am not saying too much when I say
the greatest of them all. This new
province of Saskatchewan is made up
out of part of the territory of Assini-
boia and Saskatchewan, and I have no
doubt as a food producing province it
will in the very near future far surpass
any other province in Canada. Of all
the provinces, this is the one that has
the least waste or unproductive land of
any. There is no barren nor rocky
land in this province. Mostly every
acre is valuable for producing wheat
or beef, and there is no phrticle of
doubt that our crop yield per acre is
far more than any other of the pro-
vinces, not only this year, but for now
five years in succession.

In 1901 we had the greatest yield per
acre, but the area in crop was not
nearly so great as this year. This year
far surpasses any previous year for
quantity of straw and grain. There

are very few farmers whose wheat!

crop has not averaged from twenty-five
to thirty bushels per acre this year,
and the oat yield has been from sixty
to eighty bushels per acre, and not in-
frequently you hear of a much larger;
yield.

The seed time was early and favor-

able, so a large area was needed, and
the growing season was perfect, in fact
the straw grew too rank, a very large
acreage lodging, which is an unusual
thing for this country, and to the sur-
prise of the farmers the lodged straw
yielded as prolific a crop as any. On
Perley.farm we had over two hundred
acres of badly lodged wheat, that yield-
ed forty bushels of good wheat to the
acre. I may just here add that if any
reader doubts that statement T would
refer kim to Arnold Fairweather of
Hampten, who helped us this year in
the harvest field on Perley farm, as
well as several Nova Scotia boys.
Whilst the seeding, growing and cut-
ting seasons were in point of weather
all that could be desired, the threshing
season was not so good. From the
time the threshing started to the end
of October we did not average three
hours’ sunshine a day. Most every
day, in part or all, was cloudy and
threatening a storm every hour. To
any farmer who had his crop, little or
much, in stook, it gave him a good bit
of anxiety; but this state of things
lasted longer with the farmers who had
the larger acreage to g0 OVer. Just
{magine, the last two weeks in October
we had on our town pond, an area of
thirty or more acres, the finest skating
1 ever saw, which was heartily enjoved
No-
vember came in with warm October
weather, and now there is no fce. The
cloudy, heavy weather and the long,
tough storm made hard threshing, so

the threshing season was greatly pro-
longed, but now mostly all have fin-
ished.

The crop all over has been the best
we ever had, and the price is not too
bad. No. 1 northern wheat, which is
the general grade, is and has been
worth in the car on the track at Wol-
seley from 65c. to 70c. per bushel, or
76c. to 81lc. at Fort William.

My sons finished threshing on Perley
farm Friday night, the 17th inst.,, after
a tedious, hard season’s work, owing
to heavy weather and long straw, but
it takes quite a while to thresh and
store 45,000 bushels of grain, 30,000
bushels of it wheat and 15,000 bushels
of oats, and a small quantity of barley.
That is the crop of grain raised on our
farm by my two sons this year. I may
be permitted to add that my two sond
and two sons-in-law have together thig
year raised of wheat and oats 75,004
bushels.

Before closing I may say that the
productive capacity of our soil does not
seem to be failing. Land that has been
producing wheat since the summer ot
1883 has this yvear produced 40 bushels
of wheat to the dcre, and judging from
the crops we see produced in various
sections of the country, the more and
finer you °till and work the soil the
greater the vield. In my judgment the
time will come when it may not, and
probably will not, produce SO
great a yield as now. The
only land we do not grow
in a good season, a satisfactory crop
on, is land that has been manured. In
this district and sonth of here on the
Arcola branch railway the land is
mostly bough up by settlers, all of
whom are goin, - into active farm work,
and as this sec ion of ‘country is par
ticularly well aaapted to wheat farm-
ing a great quantity will be grown in
the near future. It is a small farmer
here this year who has not 2,000 bush-
els of wheat for sale. The great mas
jority of farmers sell from six to ten
thousands of bushels this year.

This province has on the whole @
good class of settlers, and mostly Eng-
lish speaking, particularly along the
main line of the C. P. R. and south
lines, and there is where you will find
Haultain will be sustained. The
French and Roman Catholic vote, to<
gether with a large perncentage of the
foreign vote, will be against him.
There is, however, a considerable nums=
ber of the higher minded and more
jndependent liberals who will not ap-
prove of being coerced and dominated
by Quebec influence. Where the ma=
chine could be used they brought on
the election quick, notwithstanding the
long distance some of the north ridings
were from the centre of organization,
but here in Saskatchewan, where every
section has the best of facilities for
getting around, there is no word of
election day. The idea is the govern-
ment wants to hold on to office as long
as they can, as there is a great prob-
ability of three of them being badly.
defeated unless some fine work is ine
dulged in.

W. D. PERLEY.
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HALIFAX MERCHANTS
WILL PROTEST

HALIFAX, N. S., Nov. 27.—An indig-
nation meeting of Halifax wholesale
merchants who use bonded warehouses

is to be held tomorrow afternoon to
formulate a protest to the government
on account of a new schedule of
charges, which it is claim will serious-
ly injure the export business of the
port. Halifax wholesalers have been
keeping zbonded departments in their
warehouses. 1
of a customs officer for these bonded
departments has been $40 annually.
The new regulation, which goes, into ef-
fect on January 1st, calls for a mini-
mum payment of $60 a year, and that
only when the services do not amount
to more than one hour per day.

The charge for the service

If the '

officer is required two hours, $240; six
hours, $360," and if for the whole day,
| $480 yearly. These charges are at the
I rate of $5, $10, $20, $30 and $40 monthly.
*Merchants are required to make out
| applications in advance, stating how
! much of the customs officer’'s time they
{ will require. The kick that will be
| made will be vigotous.

PRICE OF GAS.

NEW YORK, Nov. 27.—The effort tq
reduce the price of gas in New York
city was begun today before the re-
cently appointed state commission of
| gas. The petitions, signed by one hun-
dred citizens, are before the commis-
sion, requesting a reduction of the price
of gas from the present rate of §1 per
thousand feet to 80 cents.




