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THE WESTERN VIEW

Comrade C. M. O'Bricn, Socialist
member in the - Alberta Legislature,
i discussirg the Great Waterways
Tailway steal with Comrade Gribble,
Ovganizer, declared that had the
gwestion of bonusing “the railway
rome up, he might have voted for the
tonus. The Great Waterwavs Rail-
way was 3 bungled affair and the ex-
posure of the rakeofls
things that the promoters were going
to get out of the deal defrated Ruth-

erford and overturned the govern-
went.

Ii the Great Waterways Railway
£a- a rotten bargain why should

tomrade O'Brien be willing to vote |

for it ? The answer lies in the So-
“ialist viewpoint

Capitalism is developing two class-
¢~ of people, parasite owners and ex-
wloited wage ~iaves. The wage slaves
“yeevive in wages but the bare eost of
their keep. All the rest of the wealth
they produce go to the capitalist ex-
ploiters ir the shape of rent, interest
aod profit. The capitalist

1o keep the workers in slavery and
ta give the eapitalists wealth
and to protect them against the re
volt of the wag As the work
get but the eost of their
keep in the shape of wages it follows
that the workers canuot be taxed to
up the eapitalist state. It must
w the capitalist pessessors. Govern

it funds, ther re. a «wording to
view, ecome from the exploiters

their

slaves
bare

%

nd will flow back to the exploiters
n e shape or another. They will
wot go to the workers until the

the political state
conscious revelu-

workers capture

clecting class
tionary Socialists to eity, provineial
and dominion bodies.. This being the
matters not to the worker
the government funds are

fase i
whether

vsed to bonus a railway or to build

2 railway under government control.
The eapitalist class will reap the
profits.

The question then arises, why vote
for the railway bomus ? The answer
is that Soeialism cannot come until
the capitalist system is rotten ripe
for ehange - and that the building of
a railroad  will make more wage
slaves, will provide a highway for
Sorialist agitators to travel by, will
irtensify the antagonisms inhérent in
the capitalist system and will boost
for Socialism by boosting for capital-
i=m

The basis of scientific Socialism is.
that man is  moved by his economiic
intervsts. The little retailer will try
to hang on to his little tusiness. He
will not want Secialism as long as
e has a little niche of his own. He
will want to emwploy cheap help and
work them losg hours. The little
“farmer as long as he owns his little
&arm will not wamt social owmership
of the land. HWe will waat to own
Bis own farm amd will shout Yor pri-
vate ownership.

But let these little chaps be
squeezed out of their business and
shoved down inte the ranks of the
wage workers, then their whole out-
Jook will chamge. They will then
want shorter hours for wage slaves
and bigger pay. They will now wact
2 wage workers what formerly they
opposed bitterly as little proprietors

So, according to this view, the
more wage slaves and the fewer cap-
HMalists, the greater the nnmber of
the exploited and the fewer the mm-
Wex of the exploiters. the quicker will
e cconomic iferests of the many
eoverturn the ruie of the few and the
auicker Socialism will be ushered in.

So this kind of Socialism will tol-
arste 0o immediate demands in the

it works to make Secial-

tiorm.
ot working class ownership, the final

rests upon
The first is working
.to the robbery

b
|

and other |

. difference} Then

state is |
the institution erccted by eapitalism ©
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can help Socialism by beecomirg cap-

italists and that T could have done
a~ much good for Socialism by ex-
ploiting worker- “instead of smking

thirteen thousand dollars in Cotton's
Weekly.

There is logic and there -is common
semse. There aré false prommises which
result ic false conclusicns. | Tu ancient
Greece a sophist tried to prove to
Diogenes by logic that he could not
walk. You canpot be in twd places
at once. You cannot move in 3 place.
You miist move out of it. 'But whea
Epm move out of a place you must
be in two places at once while you
are going from gne place to another.

Therefore motion was impossible
Diogenes immediately got up and
walked around his tub, thus disprov

ing the sophist. In 5 ease before the
|American courts a learned lawyer
{argued to the jury about the differ
|ence between two wheels exhibited in
lcourt. He argued learredly about the
Daniel Webster got
up and said, “Look at them, Gentle-
men of the Jury. Thev are alike

ust

are they not 77

Socialism is coming rapidly

With

e development of the eapi

THE LAND QUESTION.
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SINGLE TAX

Joseph Fels, the millionaire manu-
facturer of Naptha Soap, also single
tax advocate, has been travelling
through the Canadian west sdvocat-
ing his views. The grain growers as-
sociations of the west have been ad-
vocating this tax. In Vauneouver: B
C., the single tax theory is applied
to a certain extent and the result is
said to be a great boom in eapital-
ist prosperity. Many manufaeturers
are! i favor of this tax.

The idea that there should
be but one tax and that tax placed
on land values so that. landlord
profits may be eliminate and
the increase that comes in the value
of real estate with the inerease of
population may go to the people.
Thus in Montreal the rental of busi-
ness offices is being raised this year
thirty per eent. This increased toll
of the labor of others is absorbed by
the landlords. Under the single tat
if rentals were raised thirty per cent,
taxes would be® raised am  equal
and the commurity would’

s

amount

alist sys
the whole people are beconiing
i _with pew ideas. They see old

remedies no lorger appl . They ar

strugeling with ¢ new g i

raised by the deeadenc:

ism. These new ideas

brought into legislation by
old pvn«;r'llg.
pensation aets, eight boutr' day
initary
o hele

me

age

workmion’s

- |
laws

inspeetors son farms-

A |

il

pr
new civilization

is being

e wreek of individuslist sys
em.. The Soeialist theories P
meating the mass of the people. The
deny the souree of their thoughts but |
weept many of the eonelusions Aod
s capitalism beeomis more rotteg |
mors ol the  conclusions  will l.'-{
agopted 2 |
There is a great work for Social
~t~ to do. There is the awakening |

»f the working class to its historic |
mission to be accomplished. There ng
the of Parliament and its
protector of the- capitalist |
against the worker to be exposed.
There is the constart political action |
to be carried on, which includes iiro-?
tests to the representatives of the !
demands upon them Im';
clas« legislation There is |
1itation to be earried on, c-dm':nmuf
to-be diffused and enthusiasm t@ be |
aroused.

The Soecialist era is upon us. In
the class struggle the capitalist class
is beginning to ficd its triumph over
feudalism yielding to a triumphant
working class. M is
working class to comg forward with
a constructive program.

exposure
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It is stated that foreign capitalists
control  $6,500,000,000 worth of
American industries. " Great Britain
has $3,500,000,000 invested, Germany
$1.000,000,000, ard France $500,000 -|
000, These billions drain $300,000 -
M0 a vear from America. The war
of the revolution was fought against
England over a beggarly little tea
tax. Now the Britishers and forsign-
ers drain Americans of $300,000 060
a year. They tax that away from
America through what is called in-
vestmenls, And the American na-
tioh tell themselves how prosperous
they are because they can be ‘taxed
over a3 yuarter of a billion a year by
foreigners. The American Socialists
with their demand for the abolition
of reat, interest and profit would
have these hundreds of millions go to
those who earned them. But then,
you kuow, that would be confiseation.
So the Americans submit to taxation
by foreigners and get bled.

[ S,

The bigh ecost of living is hitting
the people hard~ Gold has become so
cheap that the rominal prices of
everything has gone up. A dollar will
go about balf as far as it weat 5 few
yeurs ago. Wages are the first to go°

strike | duction—land,

time for the

have a large income with which to
relieve poverty and the parasite lard-
lords would not be able to take toll
[ the increased aetivities of the com-
wnity

\loag with this tax of land values

zoes the idea that improvements
should not be taxed. 1i one eapital-
ist puts up a fine building to the
feradit of the eity and to his own
lprofit and another capitalist holds

lot next to the building in
to get a big price for it later
according to single taxers
lots 'should be taxed the
“Why,”" they ask, “should the

nitiative of one man be taxed while

big

two

{the sellish holding of properts ti, the

detriment of the community on

vart

the

of another man get off with a

ght tax ? T.et the two propertics be
Then  there will be no
inceative to people to- build eheap in
order taxation and there
will be a direct deterrent to the land
speculator to hold up the eommunity |
and tax them high for the use of land
he did not, create ;
There

axed equal

to escape

are many single taxers in
Canada.  They challenge Soeiulists
to debate. They think they have dis-
covered the remedy for the'ills of hu
masnity. The single taxer is but a
phenomena of. the development of the
capitalist system. He and his theor-
readily explainable in the
fight of the eapitalist system.

To explain the single taxer I will
have to go back into the feudal age
when land was the great means of ex-
ploitation. The land Lelonged to the
king and nobles. Wars were fought
over territorial expansion. The nobil-
ity based their wealth on the owner-
ship of land. They passed laws giv-
ing themselves and heirs the right to
this land. In England a landowner
cowid not alienate his land held in er-
tail. It weant by mere effect of law to
the eldest male heir. In Europe the
nobles held their titles to the land
from the king and he held the land
direct frem God. That was the
theory.

All sorts of restrictions were placed
arouad the  selling and disposal of
land. The king's consent had to be
got. It was important that the own-
ership of land did mnot get into the
habnds of the wrong persons. He who
owned the land owned the serfs on
the land. They produced directly for
the land owner. The products of the
laud were not bought and sold. They
belonged to the lord and out of them
he supported his armorers and pages
aod his men at arms. So for fendal-
ism the stable ownership-of-land was
the basis of the system.

Capitalism is based on a far dif-
ferent prinmciple. The ~serf was at-
tached to the land. The wage worker
is pried loose from all ownership. He |

1wes are

WISt B0 to the ecapitalist to gef a

job. The capitalist pays wages and
the commodities produced by the
wage worker is throwr on the
market. The quicker the commodities
can be sold the quicKer will be the
turnover of the eapitalist and the bet-
ter he likes it. Capitalism presents
itself as a vist market for commodi-
ties produced to be sold.

Feudalism was based on a stable
owcership of the means of wealth pro-
with a stable pro-

ously and is now hastening to com-
quer the last remnants of feudal ten-
ure. Our ownefship of land still has
the earmarks of the feudal age on it.
A man in Montreal or New York will
tramsfer a million dollars worth of
goods or a million dollars worth of
company Stock with a few scratchos
of a pen. When he goes to buy ten
feet of land he is very ¢areful. He
hires notaries and lawyers to look up
the title deeds. He is very careful to
see about mortguges and the correct
extent of the land purchased. For
capitalism, having developed out of
commerce has conquered commodities
and made them flow to its will. Land
ownership, having originated out of
feudalism, still is in swaddliog clothes
to the feudal age. All the provinces
of Canada and all the states of the
American Union. as well as Fraace,
Germhany and many other countries
have two laws, one governing the
disposal, giving, and willing of real
estate and another law governing the
disposal of commodities or what
known as personal property
Capitalism finds it  very ineonven-
ient to have stable ownership of land.
To bring about the freedom of capi
talist ¢xploitation the ownership of
land must be made to flow as freely
as the ownership of bales of cotton

is

or at least of shares of comjany
stock.

To do this the single tax is pro
posed. The man  who does not want

to get rid of his real estate, will be
taxed so high that he canrot hold it
unless he throws it—imto—5 means of
capitalism production.
is aimed to break down the last rem
nants of the fendal stability of land
ownership.

But there is another point. Why do
manuiacturers and Joseph Fels and
western farmers want single
Why shoald western
want single tax
It

tax ?
farm
on farms ? The an
swer is easy eccnomie deter
minism.  The manuofacturers think
that a land tax will reduee their tax
ation bills. In 1901 the valuation oi
manufacturing establishments was,
for land $27.059,219 ard for buildirgs
$69.585, 608  1f single tax will be
levied twerty-seven millions of
real estate instead of ninety-five mil-
(lions the manufacturers stand to win
a great reduetion in taxation.

As to the
want single tax.
terest.

owners

on

western farmers. they
It is to their
They find they have to have
expensive to build big
buildings, to go in for a very ex-
pensive plant. Now if they ean have
bare land taxed, their large expendi-
tures will go untaxed.  Thé burdens
will be shifted from them to those
persons” who have not improved their
farms. The machine farmer and the
hand farmer will pay the same
amourt of taxes. This is very nice
for the machine farmer. He thinks
he would like that sort of a tax levy.

If single tax comes the hand farm-
er will find his lot harder. If he
cannot raise the ‘mouney to introduce
machinery, he will be squeezed out.
This will but accelerate the concen-
tration of capitalist industry.

The feudal remnants interfere with
capitalist development. Where they
are removed the capitalist develop-
ment is accelerated and the Soeialist
revolt also  becomes guickened. Wit-
ness Vapeouver where capitalism is
boonring ax:kwhere the wage slaves
ar: aroused to 3 knowledge of their
own slavery.

—r

Millions of eotton spindles in the
New England States will be idle one
quarter of the time until market con-
ditions improve. Trade is dull,
Therefore the two hundred thousand
lemployes of these mills will be idle.
This is under capitalism. The capital-
ist system pays the workers just
enough to live on. It makes the work-
ers work —long hours. The workers
cannot buy what their labor has pro-
tduced. — The mills ~shut down. The
workers becomé hungry and ragged.
Then the ecapitalists tell the hurgry
and ragged workers that if they had
any getup to them they would not
be in the poverty they are. The capi-
talists tell the workers it is their
lack of initiative. But the eapitalists
do not like the Socialists ome little
bit when the Socialists tell the work-
ers to think for themselves, become
active and get the spirit of revolt in-
to them, take the mills away from

in

machinery,

of wealth by serfs to be own-

£

Under Socialism the work-
lers will be turned out to enjoy their
id. when they have ovarpro-

THE POSTMASTER-GENERAIL

AND THE “CO-OPERATOR."
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(Continued from page 1.)
the nominal rate, that there was no
specific appropriation with the econ-
sent of the member from gheir mem-
bership fees for the official organ and
that it was not the practice of the
members to ask for the same to be
forwarded. Most -of vou-are probab-
ly members of one or more fraternal
insurance  societies, and it will be
within your knowledge how far this
statement is correct. One profession-
al an reeently informed me that he
had not besn a member of a lodge
for more than ten years and yet he
continued to receive the official or-
gans through the mails.

Is ther? any more beneficent fratern
al organization in Canada than the
Co-operative Movement ¥ Are there
any so comprehensive in the benefits
conferred on mankind ?

We are coneerned in the moral, in
tellectual and soeial uplift - of the
masses, in the more scientific organi
zation of the mcans of production
and distribution. ard the more equit-
able circulation of the wealth of the
country. Yet mailing privileges are
denied to us under the conditions en-
ioved by the insurance sociefies.

I called the attention of the depart
ment to the fact that it was diserim-
inating ir favor of insurance societ-

ies, and against Co-operative soeiet-

The single tax |

~{attack on the Postmaster-General

ies. On the 6th of September last the
|department  made  the

| particularly lame exeuse

following

“Postal privileges were granted the
organs of fraternal

{

societies, doubt

|less ineluding th to which your
at 3 time
{ when of second-class
matter small, and when
through laxity of administration the

provisions of the Statute governing

,! letter makes
quantity
\very

referenee,
the

was

the tran=mission by  post of news-
papers periodicals  were not
properly -applicd. During  recent

years. owing to a revolution ir print-
ing and to the erormous increase in
the quantity of second-class matter,
it was found necessary by
partment to re-organize the branch of
the service dealing with statutory
postal privileges. Therefore. without
interfering with any privileges which
have been granted, it becams neees-
sary to see that in respeet of all new
applications the provisiens
statute were properly complied with
before granting the necessary author-
ny.°*

This attitude discloses an extraor
dinary anomaly and one approaching
the dimensions ~of a public seandal.
The department, in effect, confesses
that through lax administratior the
publie revenue has been plundered in
the past by the illegal grant of
special postal privileges and we are
justified in inferring that evesy year
thousands of dollars are lost to the
publie revenue through the persistent
and continuous violation of statute
law. The department does mot rectify
the wrong done to the public irterest
through admittedly law administra-
tion. It transforms ar admitted le-

interest, and increases the value
thereof by denying similar privileges
to all other applicants.

1 His - Majesty's - Casadiav Post=
master-General has no power under
the statute to grant the privileges in
question, the Hon. Minister has no
legal right to usurp the fumctions of
Parliament or to abrogate by de-
partmental regulation the statue law
of the land. His policy does not re-
pair, but aggravates the admitted
mal-administration.’

I Co-operators are tot entitled to
these privifeges, I do not wish them.
I do not even suggest that the privil-
eges enjoyed by the other fraternal
bodies should te discontinued, but I
do say the Postmaster-General has
no right to make “flesh ‘of one and
fish of anether.””  Every citizen-and
every association of citizens should
be on an equal basis in their enjoy-
ment of public privileges. -

I have done all T can to secure for
Co-operators the privileges insurance
societies enjoy. It is now for each
sociely to take the matter up direct
through their respective imembers of
parliament or in amy other way
which ‘may appear expedient to them.

In conclusion, however, T would put
on record that I make “no personal

this de-

of thel

gal wrong into a vested lega! right or |

' Close your ears to the groans
those who suffer; shut your eyes g
ithe diabolism of the system w)
favors you, and all shall be well with
you.—Voltaire.

| s ey o
Thé_stock of the C. P. R.'4s k
ing: It is going up. It went up to
215. This means that the exploitg.
tion of the C. P. R. is very profitable
to the owners and other labog |
squeezers will pay a lot to own a
share in the squeeze of the C. P. R
Under Socialism the stoek of the C:
P. R. will not be allowed to be pri-
vately owred any more than private
persons are allowed to own stock i

the business of running the post,
offices of Canada.
PR

Manitoba, Alberta, British Colum-
bia and Quebec have workmen's com-
pensation acts. These acts provide
that injured workmen shall get com-
pensation from the employer eveg
when the employer is not to blame,
The prineiple of these aets is thap
the business should carry the loss of
disabled workers. This is a step ip
the” socialization of industry. Ingi-
vidualism is rapidly going. Humanity
is on its way to Socialism. But many
people don’t want to recognize the
road they are travelling. They shut
their eves and say. “We don’t know
wheére we're going but we're on our
way.”” If the ignorant ereatures
would but study a little Socialism
they would quickly find out the road
humanity is travelling.

——*—-
i Maclean, M. P. from South
:\'(-rk, Ont., fought for the lowering
jof the railway charges upon the C.
|P. R. He . poicted out the millions
llhi» corporation was making. -« He
{pointed out the millions the govern
imun. had given. But he fought alone.
leu‘ier went around talking into the
icars of the Western Liberal members
{and they sat mum. Maclean was the
{only one who voted to ha®e the rail-
"\ray charges reduced. What do you
;think of your members of parlia-
to

W. F.

{ment ? You think they are there
{protect the dear people. Get w
’Wake up. They are there to hand
|Can;uln over to the trusts. Dor't you
|feel the squeeze ? p

i ——

A Charing Cross bank failed m
{London. Tt was found that six mil-
{lion dollars of the bank’s money was
"'in\'ested” in the railway that is be-
ling built in Gaspe, the county that
iel(«:ts Lemieux to Ottawn. Upon in-
|vestigation it is found that only $4.-
000,000 were spent in . the railway.

Two millions were lost between Lon-

{don and Capada. It has gone some-
{where. You see how it is. Private en-
!terprise is more corrupt, more rottes
jthan is government enterprise. Banks
fail. Millions disappear, and private
individuals drop off gorged from the
ruin of others. If we had Sovialism
this would be eliminated. Food,
clothing and shelter would be the
eommon right of all. And no mgs
would be able to clean up stolen mil-
lions from the wreeks of the hopes of
others.
| P IS
The Toronto magistrate, in sentea-
cing the manager of the Farmers
Bank to six years in prisom imstead
of a longer term, said to the prison-
er, *“There is one thing in your favor.
Owing to banks being allowed to
earry on business withont amy proper
government imspection, you did it un-
\der great temptation.” This is a new
prineiple of law. It shows how our
society is changing. It shows that iu-
;di\'idualiun is breaking down. The de
‘hulting bank manager is not ‘e
{blame. ‘The system put great tempta-
(tions in his way. The profits held
out to successful roguery are so great
that many men yield. On the one
side is great riches. On the other
side is a hard struggle. Why not
{abolish this system and provide one
tunder ‘which the necessitigs of lis
shall be socially produced for tie
nedds of all. Let us abolish the great
private fortunes of the few and the
poverty of the many. Then such fuil-
ures as that eof the Farmers Buaok
will no longer oecur.
When 2 bank fails the sharehioldc. s
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