3 $1.25 to $15.00
S $1.00 to 'szs.oo.
S $6.00 to $11.00.

$4.00 to $5.00,
$2.50 to $5.30

(Continued.)
"In the present case there is!
little cause for complaint. It has
been matter of common know-
ledge, the expressed intention of
the Government to lower duties
if the revenue returns permit-
ted. That these returns should
so permit has been obvious; that
pork, beef, and kerosene would
be the first to be relieved of the
burden must have been patent
to the most casual observer.
There has been no mystery, no
concealment. Each week the in-
crease in revenue has been given
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,he was doing somethmg for the
| people. When a change of tariff
| took place the business man
found his store or his shelves
stocked with goods on which he
was making only small profits,
and these were converted into
substantial  losses.  How any
member of the House could be-
lieve that an increase of tariff
could take place in thi scountry
was beyond his comprehension.
{ The present tariff wa sanywhere
| from 5Q p.c. to 130 p.c., and no

sane man could reasonably look
forward to any further increase. |

freights back and farth, Theral

should be no necessity for the
importer incurring this expense;
and the Government stood to
lose some thousands of dollars
duty already paid. With regard
to the duty on pork, he was at
a loss to know how the customs
worked out. There were many
different grades and as many
different rates of tariff. The
idea, he took it, was to give the
poor man certain grades at $2.00
a barrel duty, while other grades
used by other than the poor
man, paid a duty of $3 a barrel.
With the present duty the rich
consumer was better off than the
poor man because the duty was
taken off the better grades and
kept on the lower grades used
principally by the poorest people
' He did not understand why

fullest publicity; so mueh so
that surprise, amounting to as-
tonishment, would have been oc-
casioned if the duties had not
been removed. Under the cir-
cumstances theer. is little cause
for complaint. It might ex-
ist if the earlier meeting of the
Legislature had come unexpect-
edly, but that, also, was anticip-

PENCILS $1.50 to $5.50.
These are just a few items of many that weofferand

we w ill gladly answer any enquiry
Please remit with order and save delay.

" R. H. TRAPNELL, Ltd.

JEWELLERS AND OPTICIANS.
197 WATER ST, ST. JOHN’S.

He did not consider the govern- ' there should be only the one
ment acting fairly under the cir-' rate of duty on beef, when there
cumstances when pork and beef were just as many grades as
were put on the free list. Water pork. Another matter was that
Street, it was well known, car- we had to pay duty on jowls,
ried practically the whole trade , which weer largely used in city
of the country, and it was the'consumptlon This article was
duty of the Government to min- | the poor man’s meat. The rule
imize any possible losses, andand custom in other countries
niot to inflict unnecessary losses. i was to give notice of any reduc-
It had been stated the fisher-tion in tariff. If such were not
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sk our R’aslway Agent about tt.le

ated. Indeed, if it had convened

Deputy Min. Posts & Telegraph

= | at the end of January, as it prob
rably would have done, but for
'the delegation to Quebee, there
iwould have been no cause for
iany degree of surprise. Since
Sir John Crosbie’s ar “ointment

-1as Minister‘of Finance, there has

{been very refreshing, if some-
i what unusual, publicity as re-
garded the purposes of the Gov-
ernment.

To follow the tariff may gen-
“erally be difficult. This year the
i difficulties have been removed
% by publicity. The resolutions in-
! terpreted the obvious, and these

who failed to read the signs of
the times aright have them-
i selves only to blame for any loss
. es that may be occurred. Not
analogous but similar, were the
experiences of the war years.
Prices of commodities on the
:wholesale market continually ad-
:vanced. The public at no time
benefitted by importations at the
lower . rates.. An increase in
charge was put into effect in St.
' John's
; was much dlssatlsfactlon, as

i natural, but the reply in eve

mstance was that to follow the
| market was busmess, and that
1f the - market prices locally

would als odecrease.
| words that the rules o

weer like those of the Medes

"ing. From the standpoint of the
. importer it was sound business.
| This need not now be discussed.
It was s1gn1ﬁcant however, that
i when prices dropped in the
| wholesale markets the fall local-
ly was not as conspicuously rap-

id.
l That hardship resulted in one
¢ direction or another, when tar-
'1ffs are changed is unquestion-
'able, and if it were possible to
' avoid it by giving notice of tar-
1ff changes, to do so would be
| desirable. But it is not possible
,‘Wlthout opening the doors to
'abuses The secrecy of tariff
| proposals must be assured. This
iis so generally recognized that
| they remain locked in the breast
i of the Chancellor or those of the
Finance Board, closely veiled
from the eyes of legislators even
though members of the party in
power, until thé night before
their talking in resolution form.
If there has been deviation,
through the publicity given the
present year, it has been so open
and so obvious that any import-
er would take advantage of it, if|
he so willed, without in any way
being more favoured that his
business competitors. Under the
curcumstances, whilst regret-
ting that the reduction in duties
may weigh heavily on individual
firms, but remembering that the
law of general averages still
gives the balance in favour of
the importers he would have no
hesitation in voting for the sec-
ond reading of this bill, if pro-
ceeded with. ,

HON. MR. GIBBS said that
9| Dr. Robinson’s remarks would
have Had more force had our
conditions here been similar to
those which exist to other coun-
tries. But economic life here
was so different from that of t
other places that much of what,
he said failed to carry weight;
with it. In this country the sit-

luation was different from other

places like the United States and |
Canada. We were far away from
the markets and could not re-

 place our stock from day to day

Here to meet business demands '
we must carry large stocks and'
it takes large capital to do so.

In investing largély the business'
man it was true, was expanding
hl strade, but at the same time

simultaneously. There

other
‘trade

and Persians unalterable. What
resulted is matter of history. In
‘ | the public eyes unearned inecre-
and the business is: ment was regarded as profiteer-

men would get the benefit of
the reduction, but the reduction !

supplying for the fishery, and
ample notice should have been
given the importers who held
stock, in which to dispose of it.
Such a course would inflict little
or no hardship on the fisher-
men and the consumer and would
prevent any losses to the busi-
ness man. He was in sympathy
with the importer and in his
opinion it was only reasonable
and just that the importer
should be given notice that a
change of tariff was contemplat-
ed so that they might have time
to protect themselves.

HON. SIR M. G. WINTER
said he was pleased to see that a
discussion had arisen in the mat-
-ter of the abolition of duty on
pork and beef. When the mat-
ter was first brought before the
Council there was very little
said of it. He had spoken him-
self of the unfairness of the
transaction and the Hon. the
Leader of the Government had
‘| promised to take the matter be-
fore the Government, but what
had beexn done he was unable to

say. contended that at
Teast U onths' nuli€c should

have been gwen of the change of
tariff, which would give the im-
porter a chance of getting clear
of his holdings and no one would
be the loser. He could not agree
fully with the arguments of
Hon. Dr. Robinson. Sometimes
the tariff goes up or down, but
it is not because one man gains
on the former that another
should be made lose on the lat-
ter. In his previous speech he
asked no concessions from the!
Government treat the importer |
fairly and equitably. - As the
matter stood at present, the!
Government stood to lose in the
transaction., All the importer
had to do was to tranship his
stoc kof pork and beef to Hali-
fax, obtain the Government
draw-back and re-import it duty

free. The only ones to gain
would be the steamship com-
panies, whoiwould be paid the

had taken place months before |

done business houses holding
large stocks of any commodity
would immediately become insol-
vent, as they would not be able
to compete with the more fortun

stocks. The whole thing was a
puzzle to him, and neither fair
nor equitable.

HON. MR. MORINE said
when the matter was last men-
tioned in the Chamber he had
promised to bring the matter be-
fore the Government. He had
done so but nothing had been de-
cided on. It would have been
an easier matter to deal with be-
fore the amendment was intro-
duced. The debate had not im-
prove dthe chances of an ar-
rangement. The speech of the
last speaker might make it more
difficult. The poor people would
not be asked to pay any more
than they did during the life of
the late administration of which
the last speaker had been a mem-
ber. The Hon. gentleman had
done nothing while he was a
member of the Government to
improve conditions he referred
to, and if he did °nothing had
been made public of it. The
present Government had been
dealing with the tariff
suming control and the report of
the Tariff Commission appointed
by the late Government would
soon be submitted. The debate
was really out of order and he
was not prepared to argue for
or against it. The Hon. gentle-
man had said the importer
would not lose the duty but only
the double cost of freight. This
was a good argument and one he
thought the Government would
| take into serious consideration.
i The changes of arrangement
: would not be adduced by the ap-
: peal to the poor man, which was
exceedingly tactless. The at-
tack on the Finance Minister was
baseless. Hon. Mr. Morine was
surprised at the remarks of Hon
Mr. Templeman. The present
Government had done more for
the trade of the country and,
for the country in general since
assuming power than all past
governments during twenty-five |

FAR

- Bverything for the

ate ones who did not carry large:

since as+

worrying ahout it, QOng has to
sell a lat of beef and pork and
other things to make up a loss
of $50,000. It was bad enough
to have the fishermen against
the merchants, which was caus-
ed by the politicians, but the
Government should do all pos-
sible to help them.

HON. SIR M. G. WINTER—If
the Hon. Leader of the Govern-
ment had given the information
that the matter was under con-
sideration, there would have
ll;e:n no necessity for this de-

ate.

HON. MR. TEMPLEMAN said
he was not fighting the Govern-
ment. He had fought for it as -
hard as any man in the country,
but that did not mean he should
not speak of matters as he
thought fit. The Government
get vexed with him but he did
not care for that.

The motion for discharge
of the Order was passed and on
motion of Hon. Mr. Morine, the
House adjourned until Wednes-
day next at 4 o’clock.

Wednesday, March 11,
The Council met at 4.10 p.m.
pursuant to adjournment.

HON. MR. ELLIS wished to
make clear his remarks relating
to the duties on beef and pork,
he being reported as saying the
measure was drastic. This, by
some, was taken as a criticism
of the Bill. But the manner in
which he had expressed himself
on a former occasion clearly
showed he approved of the Bill.
He considered it ‘drastic’ as ap-
plied to trade and to the merch-
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AGENTS for

years, and idering what the
Government has done mhl":peal
ing "the Income Tax, such re-
marks do not evidence much
gratitude. To say this Govern-
ment cares nothing for the trade
of the country, is to speak in bad
temper and not in accordance
with the faets. And to make
such an attack on the Govern-
ment or upon its composmon
comes with bad grace, is very
%aczless and not justified by
acts

HON. MR. McNAMARA ask-
ed if pork and beef were placed
absolutely on the free list.
HON. MR. MORINE replied
tha&: the Speech from the Throne
said so.

HON. MR. McNAMARA put
the question because nltrate of
soda was not dutiable the 5
p.C. sales tax was collecte y and
he would like to see pork/ and
beef absolutely free of all duty.

HON. MR. {,I‘EMPLEMAN——-I
did not refer t0o thls Government
any more than any other Gov-
ernment. There ver has been
real business men in the Govern-
ment. I would like to ask where
the men who have gone to the
sealfishery and in the logging
camps would get their pork and
beef if firms like T. & M. Winter,
Bowring’s and Harvey’s did not
import it. Why should these
people be penalized by the Gov-
ernment for want of thought?
Theer is no sympathy for the
business man. Why should any
Government penalize firms that
are carrying the burdens of the
country? The Government men
wit htheir big salaries are not

)
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