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‘MAYOR WHITE ADVOCATES FREE NATIONALIZED PORT HERE

Declares Policy Change Would
Attract Industries To District
And Increase Its Population

His Worship Sees City At Parting of Ways and

Stresses Need

of Immediate

Action

SPEAKS AT TRADE BOARD BANQUET

Figures Harbor Valuation at $6,000,000 and Saj-n" Revenue From
Sale Applied to Municipal Debt of $8,000,000
Would Be Good

"ADVOCATING nationalization

a free port for at least the first 10 or 15

of the Karbor of Saint John as
years, His Worship

Mayor White gave a highly interesting review of the difficulties

under which Saint John was laboring,
posals for the betterment of conditions,

and advanced several pro-
before 300 members of

the Saint John Board of Trade at a banquet in the Admiral Beatty

Hotel last evening.

His Worship declared that

the people of this section of the

country were a maritime people and their destiny was on the sea.

He expressed the opinion that

present time was more population.
ment of a great national port here,

the city's greatest need at the
but felt that with the develop-
industries would be attracted

to the city and that a natural growth in population and prosperity

~would follow.

He figured that the value of the harbor was in the vicinity of
$6,000,000 and if this amount could be realized in the sale of

what the people had spent several years
he city's indebtedness of $8,000,-

amount could be placed against t

in building up, the

000 and would be a good piece of business.

While he.was optimistic for the future of the city,

he said

| that it was rapidly going out of business—that it was at the part-
ing of the ways, and that something must be done as soon as

possible.

1. W. Simms, president of the board,
presided. Others seated at the presi-
dent’s table were: Mayor White, Pre-
mier Baxter, W. F. Burditt, Lieut.-
Colonel W. H. Harrison, M. L. A, G.
E. Barbour, Lieut.-Colonel A. E. Mas-

sie.
SIMMS SPEAKS

Mr. Simms introduced the speaker of
the evening in a brief address in which
he also referred to the recent campaign
to secure increased membership for the
board. Mr. Simms announced that the
sfort had been completely successful
and that the total number of members
Yad been practically doubled. The mem-
bership was now slightly less than 400,
which figure it was believed would be
vttained in the near future.

The Board of Trade, Mr. Simms went
on, realized the necessity of seeking
closer and more harmonious co-opera-

tion with City Hall. It was recognized
that the responsible heads of govern-
ment were the Common Council, but

_ on the other hand more than ever be-
fore the board represented those men
jn the community who were respon-
sible for its financial life, its improve-
ment and its ultimate success.

The gathering, he said, represented
an infinitude of potential power. Great
things might be accomplished through
co-operation and vision.

SUCCESS CAN BE GAINED

There were many present who had
Jearned that success could be gained in
Saint John as well as by seeking more
distant fields. He was confident that
the next decade would see many more
of those successes.

Mr. Simms spoke appreclatively of
the services rendered by F. Maclure
Sclanders, commissioner of the board,
and regretted that he had temporarily
had to suspend his activities because of
indisposition. He was glad to say that
it was believed Mr. Sclanders would be
able to return to duty in about three
weeks.

In calling upon Mayor ‘White, Mr.
Simms paid him a tribute as having
won the complete confidence of the peo-
ple, and said that his opportunity for
service was one of which the counter-
part had not been seen for many years.

MAYOR OPENS ADDRESS

In opening his address, Mayor White
referred to the fact that in the early
days of the city the lot on which the
hotel, the scene of last night’s gather-
ing, stands was sold for $20 for use as
a windmill; when those behind the Ad-
rairal Beatty Hotel project purchased
the land they paid $100,000-for it, and
in the light of recent gatherings, His
Worship expressed the opinion that it
was not being diverted much from its
original use.

Mayor White said that he was far
from being a pessimist. Ie had con-
fidence in the city and in its citizen-
ship. There was no cause for panic,
lie declared, pointing out that the cor-
poration of the city was in a healthy
condition financially, and in this regard
compared favorably with other cities
in Canada. There was available for
taxation about $30,000,000 valuation in
real estate and $20,000,000 in incomes;
the bonded indebtedness of the city
was £8,000,000, while its assets were
placed at $12,000,000, which His Wor-
ship considered was a very conserva-

tive figure.
DEFENDS TAX RATE

The tax rate he did not consider ex-
cessive, although the valuation of real
estate was higher than he felt property
owners would like to see it. The value
of the city’s securities in the financial
markets of the country, however, was
an indication, he declared, of Saint
John’s stable condition.

While he would not say that the city
was out of business, he expressed the
opinion that it was rapidly going out
of business. He went on to discuss
possible reasons for this condition and
added that only by making the condi-
tions favorable could the opportunities
for development of the community be
made possible.

There was a time, he continued, when
conditions were far different from
what they were at the present time—
when the city was busy with a multi-
tude of industries, including shoe fac-
torles, fron mills, lumber mills, loco-
motive, works, and various other
branches of activity. He called to
mind the fact that in those days trade

processions ' through the streets were
frequent.

FOOD PRODUCTION

In those days the food which was
consumed here was produced in the
province and the country market was
a thriving place. Today, he declared,
hardly 10 per cent of the foodstuffs

consumed in the province were raised
at home. In the old days even the
clothing that was worn here was made
from native wool manufactured locally.

At this point the Mayor illustrated
the changed conditons by reading a
clipping from The Daily Telegraph of
1864. . It referred to the visit at that
time of a party of members of the
Canadian Legislature and the Canadian
Press to New Brunswick. Comment-
ing upon’ the visit The Daily Telegraph
said editorially: “VWhen the Canadians
return home the story they will tell
their friends concerning New Bruns-
wick will be something like this: They
will say that they visited a province
which contains more rivers, builds more
ships, does more lumbering, runs more
steam - and water mills, factories,
foundries and workshops, has greater
natural resources, and boasts more
energetic men, pretty women and
clever editors than any other portion
‘t)'f Bx",itish America, of the same popula-
ion.

TERMED SERIOUS BLOW.

“Confederation was the most serious
blow that Saint John ever received,”
Mayor White declared. While he did not
think that there was anything wrong
with the principle of Confederation, he
said that it was the way in which it
was applied that was the source of
dissatisfaction. The expectation that
Confederaton .would mean an opening
up of markets in Central Canada for
the Maritimes was just reversed and
instead of the C. N. R. carrying our
goods to the central provinces, it was
bringing the products of Upper Canada
to the eastern territory.

The Maritimes, he continued, had
given to Confederaton their share of
a canal system which cost the country
$180,000,000, contributed to the na-
tionalization of the ports- of the coun-
try and to engineering feats which by
means of ice-breakers, opened up the
St. Lawrence early in the spring and
kept it open late in the fall, thus mak-
ing the winter port season in Saint
John as short as it could be possibly
made, and had contributed to other
great public works of Canada.

EQUALITY WANTED.

“Nevertheless,” he declared, “we
should not lean upon the Government;
we are not asking for charity; we
want nothing better than our neigh-
bors, but feel that at least we should
be put on an equality with them and
given opportunities to secure which we
think by nature is our own.”

Four times, he said, malignant agen-
cies had done their best to wipe Saint
John off the map.

On June 20, 1877, the city was
visited by a disastrous fire which wiped
out two-fifths of the whole city in-
cluding Carleton, which did not suffer
from the blaze at all. 'Twenty million
dollars of the people’s hard earned
money lay in ashes; the blow might
well have disheartened the people, but
instead they kept on rebuilding what
had been destroyed, gathered up what
was left of the destruction and set
their faces forward.

END OF SHIPBUILDING.

A greater disaster, in the Mayor’s
opinion, was the passing of an industry
which once was the backbone of the
community—the building of wooden
ships. It was well known, he said,
that on many occasions ships built here
returned from their maiden voyages
with sufficient revenue to pay for the
costs of construction.

There was a time, he continued,
when there were shipyards all around
the harbor, when the ships’ lay four
and five tiers deep being fitted out.
The people were happy, though not
ambitious and they felt the great loss
which this calamity left.

The lumbering was one of the great
industries in and about Saint John,
Mayor White declared, but that condi-
tion has been entirely changed. At the
present time, he thought, the entire
lower reaches of the river were practi-
cally denuded of long lumber timber
and lumbering had become a lost art.

“We have kept too many eggs in one
basket,” he asserted, “and have not

natural -resources which might be re-

!played with this feature of the coun-
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Address

WE are a Maritime peos
our destiny lies on 1
. Our future prosperity der
greater export buginess,
* L ®
We have abundant supplies of
excellent limestone in New Bruns-
wick. This with clay is the basis
for cement. Something could be
done in this line, despite the fact
that we could scarcely hope to
compete with the big cement
plants.

* x *®
We have the soil and the pas-
tures to raise immense quantities
of foodstuffs and beef cattle.
There is an unlimited market for
these just across the horizon in
England.
* % %

We have been playing with the
fish industry for 150 years. Yet
here is an industry in which we
have a monopoly, and no limit to
the extent in which it could be’
developed.

* %

We want a free port, or as neas-
ly free as may be—if not perma-
nefrtly so, at least for 10 or 15
years till it has developed,

* * %

We have some business to trans-
act, and, as we say when we go
to the bank, we want a little “ac-
commodation” from the govern-
ment.

* x %

We are going out of business,
despite possession of a large sur-
plus, because we have not mobil-
ized our man and woman-power to
the best advantage,

* % %

One of our greatest needs of the

moment is more population,
*® % %

At present Saint John is like a
man who has lost his position and
is looking for some other occupa-
tion.

# * %

The time has come for us to lay
the cards on the table and face the
facts, to take stock and see if this
city cannot regain some of its com-
mercial supremacy.

* % %

Saint John is approaching, if not
already at, the parting of the
ways. A wise policy carried out
in a business-like way will mean

SuCcess.
* ok %k

1f it had not been for the C. P.
R. we would have had to close up
our books lfong ago.

kept our man-power and woman-power
properly mobilized.”

POPULATION STATIONARY.

The population of the city has re-
mained stationary or a little worse, he
said, and while he would not say that
the city was in desperate straits, he
felt that it had come to the parting of
the ways; it had lost its shipbuilding;
it had lost its lumber industry.

“What can we turn our hands to
now?” he asked.

He answered this question by point-
ing out that the province still had its

sorted to.

In the first place, he pointed to the
forests. While the thirteen lumber mills
once located in the city had dis-
appeared, he felt that pulp could be
manufactured at a profit in Saint John.
He instanced the case of the Nashwaak
mill and expressed ithe opinion that
there was more than enough in pros-
pect than would keep one mill in opera-
tion.

RICH CEMENT DEPOSITS.

Turning to the mines he said that
in addition to coal, the province had
rich deposits of both limestone and clay,
both of which entered into the manu-
facture of cement. While he felt that
it would be useless to attempt to com-
pete with the Portland cement, he sald
that he thought there was no reason
why at least a local market in cement
could not be built up.

Next taking up the matter of farm-
ing, he declared that the meat packers
of the west had captured the Maritime
field and he fAgured that this condition
of affairs was strange in view of the
valuable farming lands which the pro-
vince possessed and which he felt would
make a good living for a large propor-
tion of the population.

FISHING PLAYED WITH.

Touching on the matter of the fish-
ing industry, the Mayor declared that,
for the last 150 years, the people had |

try’s resources. He compared condi-
tions here with those in Gloucester,
Mass., a city comparable to Saint John
in size, which was practically built
upon fish and which exported its pro-
ducts to many countries, even supply-
ing a great portion of Canada.

The tourist question, he said, he
would leave to the tourist association,
but incidentally he pointed out that|
Switzerland made its living from the
tourist traffic and the State of Maine
received a great proportion of its reve-
nue from the same source. Saint John,
he felt, could derive a great benefit
from this traffic with proper and judi-
cious advertising.

POWER DEVELOPMENT.

In the matter of power, he referred
tc the development at Grand Falls, at
Musquash and on the Nepisiguit. Com-
ing nearer home, he said that the prob-
lem of the Reversing Falls had never
been solved, but he felt that the power
was there and when the price of coal |
became prohibitive, such development
would have to be resorted to. He also
spoke of the plans for harnessing the
tidal power at the head of the Bay
of Fundy, which had been abandoned
on account of the fact that no market
was in sight for the power.

It was impossible by act of parlia-

the common council, to compel people| make the total valuation of the harbor
with money to invest it, but if the about $6,000,000. He figured that the
locality was made favorable for invest- | C. P. R., which, he declared, was the
ment, he said it would be impossible|best friend Saint John ever had, would
to keep the money out. Only in that | certainly put this valuation on the pro-
way could Saint John progress, he |perty if it was theirs.

added.

MORE POPULATION NEEDED.

The city must have additional popu- |net revenue from the harbor was some
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HARBOR REVENUE.
|

i Last year, the Mayor continued, the

$5.000, or a return of about one-tenth
'of one per cent. on the investment. If
ithe city should sell its harbor for
1‘.‘86,000,000 and use the amount received
{to offset its debt of $8,000,000, he figur-
ed that that would be good business.
This money could be invested at five
per cent. and give a very satisfactory
return.

Should the harbor be sold there were
scme advantages which existed at the
present time, he declared, which were
invaluable and which would not be
transferred with the deed of sale.
These included the -employment of
lsbor and other indirect advantages.
The harbor would be there still; no-
body could take it away, and there
would be at least as much work for
|the ’longshoremen. A new policy, he

eration; this would |felt, could not make the conditions any

worse than they were at the present
time.

COURTENAY BAY.
If the port were nationalized—if it

were put into the hands cf a harbor
trust—and he felt that Courtenay Bay
should be included—such a trust, co-
operating with the C. N. R. in_carry-
ing out the program of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier in the routing of all Canadian
trade through Canadian ports, and with
all discrimination eliminated, Saint
John would have one of the most favor-
able sites for the development of both
industry and business in the whole of
Canada. :

He gave several examples of the pos-
sibilities of the city as an jndustrial
centre, referring particularly to the
Atiantic Sugar Refinery, which import-
ed its raw product by water to its
own wharf and shipped the finished
article without the necessity of having
to resort to rail connections. He also
spoke of the industry which was be-
ing operated by the president of the
Board of Trade, L. W. Simms, which
drew its raw material from as far
away as China and Turkey and ship-
ped the finished article to 50 countries
of the world.

Mayor White felt that Saint John

would never capture the markets of
Canada to any great extent; the mark-
ets of Maritimes were overseas, he de-
clared, and he thought that there were
unlimited opportunities in England
for the products both grown and manu-
factured here.

With a large port and with a policy
that reached well into the future, with
steamer lines running frequently and
regularly to all parts of the world, he
felt that it would be possible to getl
investors to locate near the seaboard.
He also saw unlimited possibilities in
the import trade, particularly from
the West Indies and through the British
preference.

“Given a large import and export
trade,” he said, “with the consequent
development of -industries, Saint John
would be an all-year-round port, but
the great benefit of a large port would
be overshadowed by a large industrial
centre and a big increase in population.

“But we must have a free port, or I,
for one, will have nothing to do with
a harbor trust.”

PARLIAMENT AWAKENING

There never was a time, he said,l

when conditions were so acute. Par-
liament, he added, was beginning te
realize that the East was getting the
wrong end of the bargain and, as a
partner in Confederation, she should
receive a fair share of the profits.

“What do we want?” he asked, and
continued. “Regardless of politics,
we should put Saint John ahead of
everything else.

“We should say, ‘Take our harbor
and give us a share of the freight
through our port; give us regular and
frequent sailings of ships; we are a
maritime people and our destiny lies
on the seas.

“The people of Canada say that we
are entitled to some benefits now re-
ceived in other parts of Canada. We
don’t 'want charity. All we ask is jus-
tice and fair treatment, what we are
entitled to under Confederation, and
an equal opportunity to share in the
benefits of Confederation. If we are not
granted what’we ask . . .”

With this dramatic climax, the May-
or took his seat, as the gathering broke
into loud applause.

HE wisest man uses the simplest
words. .

Stores open 8.20 a.m.

Close 6 p.m.

-

Saturday 10 p.m.
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Special Values for All Day Saturday

n ordinary interest to shoppers including as they
dren, Men’s Furnishings, Golf Specials, but
Coat Linings and a big assortment of Wash Goods Remnants

The Specials for this week-end will prove of more tha

do not noly Lingerie, Gloves and H osiery for women and chil

wonderful bargains in Coat and Dress Cloths,

in usable lengths for dresses, smocks and children’s rompers.

Silk Dresses, $19.50

Odd garments taken from
our regular stock and marked
much below their real value
interesting group for

form an

Saturday's selling.
in the lot that is worth less than
some are of the

$25, and
$29.50, $35
quality.

A big assortment of colors,
including black,
lanvin green,
wood, and grey. Sizes 16 to 42.

Special Saturday .. $19.50

(Costume

Floor.)

Not a dress

and even $39.50

cocoa,
oak-

navy,
rosewood,

Remnant Sale Of Dress Goods, Coatings

and Suitings

Prepare Now For Summer Holidays and
Save Money

Saturday we place on Sale a large
There will be materials suitable for coats,
lengths long enough for suits, also a variety of Tweeds for boys’
pants and suits.
We have severa
suitable for graduating dresses.
All these Remnants will be sold at

One lot to be sold at half price.

quantity of Remnants.
skirts, dresses, many

1 dress lengths of White Silk ar'\d Wool Crepe,

a big sacrifice.

(Dress Goods Dept.—Ground Floor.)

Dept.—Second

2 Big Specials In Wash

Rayon Silk and Cotton Crepes

Big clearance Sale of Rem-

Goods

Specials For The Golfer

Reliable English made Golf Balls for dur-
ability, steadiness and distance. These balls
will prove all that could be desired.

$4.15 per doz.

Golf Clubs—
Driver, Brassie or Spoon . $2.50 each
Mid Iron, Mashie, Niblic and Putter, $2 each

(Sporting Goods Dept.—Ground Floor.)

nants in Wash Goods Dept. at
greatly reduced prices.

Usable :lengths of Wash
Goods, including Fancy Crepes,
Fancy Voiles, Lingerie Crepes,
Dimities, Peter Pan Cloth, Ging-
hams, Rayon Ginghams, Cham-
brays, Shirtings, Prints, etc.
Many of these materials are suit-
able for ladies’ and children’s

—Plain and self-colored fancy

weaves. In such fashionable
shades as Venetian Gold, Al-
mond Green, Tuilleries Blue,

Muffin, Nickel Grey, Indian
Orange, Sombrero, Tan and

China Rose. 38 in. wide.

$1.15 ¢

Shirts—Specially
Priced

High Grade Shirts—Correct in cut and
made of the popular Broadcloth in new print-
ed designs and plain colors. A very special
offering. Price $2.18

Men’s Silk Half Hose—Made of pure silk
thread and fibre, double soles, heels and toes,
some with fancy embroidered clocks, four
good colors, two shades of grey, brown and
black. Special price 45c. a pair

Three pairs for $1.25

Stylish Neckwear—Popular price 95c.—
Silk and Wool Crepe, Swiss Moire and Striped
Pure Silks; bright in color and neat in design.
Extra value 95c¢.

(Men's Furnishings—Ground Floer.)

Broadcloth

dresses for immediate use.

(Wash Goods ‘Dcpt.——Ground

Floor.)

(Wash Goods Dept.—Ground
Floor.)

The Well Dressed Man and

Success

In these days of sharp competition a bad
first impression must often be the cause of
much lost business.

It is, therefore, a good sign that men of
today are taking a keener interest in their
personal appearance.

The well dressed man who shows a nice
choice in the tone of his clothes and is able
to have a ‘‘cut”’ which indicates good taste is
possessed of one of the essentials to business
success.

Our Spring and Summer stocks invite your
inspection; you will find a wide range of pat-
terns and some very smart models in Society
Brand and other popular makes.

Suits and Topcoats $22.50 to $35

Other prices $15 to $50

(Men's Clothing—Second Floor.)

Gloves For Saturday Selling

Ladies’ Pure Silk Gloves—Double tips, 2-
dome fasteners. Colors, black, white, pongee,
pheasant, chiri, grey, and silver. Sizes 6 to

... ..... $1 to $2 per pair

Pure Silk Gloves with turn and fancy cuffs.
Colors, silver, sunburn, muffin, chiri, doe-

skin, etc. Size 6 to 7 1-2.
$1.40 to $2.50 pair

Long Sik Gloves—Colors, white, black, .

12-button
$1.45 pair

16-button length,
$1.65 to $2.15 pair

Children’s Gloves—Size 0 to 6.
(Glove Dept.—Ground Floor.)

grey, silver, mocha and pongee.
length ...

Sizes 6 to 7 1-2.
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Hesiery For Saturday

GOOD VALUES—ALL PERFECT.
Ladies’ Art Silk Hose—Spliced heel and

toe, assorted light shades. 8 1-2 to 10.
40c. pr.

Art Silk Hose—Wide rib. In silver, suede,
harvest, sunburn, black, brown’and navy. Size
Wl 26000 .. ol oY pre

Children’s Fine Ribbed Art Silk and Lisle
Hose—White, black, airedale and shell.. Size
5to9 inches. ........... 35c. to 60c. pr.
According to size.

Children’s Golf Hose—Fancy tops, grey,
fawn, heather and mixtures. Size 6 to 11

inch ... .......50c. 0 $1.50 pr.

(Hosiery Dept.—Ground Floor.)

A Timely Opportunity

After purchasing your coat or suit of cloth, step
across to the lining counter, there you will find

special offerings in Coat Linings.

Fancy Mercerized Sateen, in sand, brown, rust
40 in. wide.
75c. a yd.
Brocade Linings—Silk and Cotton mixtures.
Colors are blue and rose, green and rose, brown and

95¢c. a yd.

green, gray and cardinal shades.

garnet, rust. 39 in. wide .. ..

(Lining Section—Ground Floor.)

Special Sale of Art Silk
Vests and Bloomers

in white, pink and
Special ...95c.

white,

Vests
peach shades.

Bloomers — Colors,
grey, jade and brown. Special
value . $1.19

(Whitewear Dept.—Second

Floor.)

ment, or of the legislature, or even af
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