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Old Soldiers Fade Away|

Being a Series of Stories, Containing Truth and Fiction,
Concerning the Soldier, His Ways, His Thoughts, His
.Troubles, His Home-Coming, and His Rehabilitation in
Civil Life.

By GEORGE PALMER, Lieutenant 1st Battalion.

No. 1--When We Got Back

“When I get back. WHEN I get
back”’—We used to sing it over there
when life was too interesting. We
used to laugh as we laid emphasis on
the second WHEN. At times we really
lost our soldier fatalism and thought
perhaps we never would get back; but
on the eleventh hour of the eleventh
day of the month, when Lieut.-Gen.|
Sir Arthur Currie bared his head in
that far field at Pecquencourt—when
the corps commander said:

“Let us all for a few moments
quietly give thanks to Almighty God,”
we began to think, possibly we might
get back.

AND we ARE back.

And again we give
mighty God.

From FPecquencourt
Germany on a forced

81X 14, 1919

ways went to the FPoint because her
brother was buried there, these and

fered gs never before in recorded history. It is
not hate tfat inspires this desire to see the Teu-
ton chagtised and chained, but a determination
that never again shall humanity be so racked,
shaken and wounded as in the past four years.
(Germany and her partners in the great outrage
must be compelled to sign a treaty that will not
only strip them forever of power for mischief ar}d
provide a measure of reparation, but that will
furnish an everlasting warning to any govern-
ment, imperial or otherwise, that may feel In-
clined to emulate the Potsdam blow for domin-

ance and glory.

The Winnipeg Situation

A torurer Londoner who is a member of the
citizens committee of 1,000 at
the league which is combatting the
red’’ element at the western metropolis, has
| written to The Advertiser as follows:

i 1 thourht a line on the situation here might be
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Walt half shut his eyes, looking at
them turn in at the gate, wondering
what wag up, until he caught sight of
Laura's face last of all

“We thought we'd hold a new kind of
decoration, Walt,” said Tuck, .joyfull,v.
“seeing as how
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we had a survivor and
a hero in our midst, we reckoned we'd
come over and shake hands with you,
and tell you we're mighty proud of you,
boy. mighty proud.”

After it was all over, the singing :jmd
laughing and eating, Walt found him-
self out by the old well, helping Laura
draw up a bucket of lemonade. And
somehow their hands met on the rim of
the old bucket, and he found it mar-
velously easy to tell her all he had not
dared to write.

“RBecause I'll be lame all my h
tell me, dear, and while I'm going
ahead and win out as I never had the
heart to before, it's going to be awful
if you aren’t with me, Laura.”
wrongly | *Coming with that water? called
“Honor Brave Al-|Miss Atkins, as she balanced two
. it in England |lemons deftly.Then happening to glance
years ago and recently. | toward the well, she gave a hasty|

Therefore, perhaps. Only the mas-|exclamation, dropped the lemons and|
ter of the ship really knew where We|gent Sue and Tommy hustling in an|
were going. They have spiked mp'lopposilie direction. |
trees, church spires, and no doubt al "<Time something was happening sort- |
welcome sign in Russia. ler definite,’ she said to herself. ‘‘Soon|

A man asked a steward who had| .5 they get through kissing and tell |
made the trip before. He said it was| us we'll celebrate “ome more. Guess
Halifax, Canada. | this time the Point tanind ' ola

Spied a Real Train, 1]%0(1\61 "

As he was answering, one person §

| using a pair of German fleld glasses ‘
to| spied out a train.
march beyond| “It is Canada, all right,”” he said.
the Rhine to meet what might be| “There 15 & real train.”
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Lha'ﬂm H‘. ‘ There was a sign seen a long way
Clucag®: off on the dock shed that spelled

{ ‘ “WELCOME.” |
| We had seen that word in France
and Belgium, sometimes
spelled, and with it
lies.” We had seen
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1an has his existence
moral corral. This fenced-in
bace is made up of pickets and aceording to the
umber of pickets erected is the person safe from
randering astray.

entional pickets of

There always are the con-
the law, a formidable bar-
ier. but there are also self-erected sections of the
which 1 or difficult to get
s and dash off beyond the law
» earth. One of the strongest sections
that restrains the brute in man
s that which could be labelled ‘‘Thou Shalt Not
R1ll.’’ the outside that
eads to a prison and a gallows or electric chair,
ynd as a man is constituted is the fence high and
strong or low and weak. A man of intelligence,
for instan who realizes that heredity or ecir-
\ve him an urecontrollable
make part of the ecorral
strone and forbidding that he is certain to find it
impassable when the deadly impulse to slay comes
into his mind. Not only has the law made this
section of the barrier forbidding, but the man
himself has strung barbed wire of his own devis-
ing along the.top. He feels that, come what may,
he will try to break from the fence at that
section, death lies at the passage, and
death violenece,
munity, 1s the worst
of a human being
Frank McCullough was one of the men who
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pulled down so many ot ti

make 1t easy
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temper will this )
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inclosure that the law found it necessary to make
the barriers hich. When, like a hunted animal,
he through the pickets that
guarded the avenues of theft and robbery, he
found the law had reinforced these seetions and
discovered the weak spots in his character that
must be guarded. When he ran smash into the
Jaw’s newly-erected protection and the law was
coming for him to tie him up short
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self of the fate
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1at road which enc
drop to ‘‘the ife’” yesterday morning
ithin the
inelosure and he [Hiltl the p\‘llili'l_\' The
munity has made this inclosure and members of
the community have it peril. It
not & matter o” choice, or many would be follow-
ing the course MeCullough.
had blacker murder in their h
MeCullough, but they did not
a certain road that is travelled only by the per-
petrators of the wltimate sin. And perhaps it is
in the realization the of men for
wrong-doing that the community, knowing
human nature, fears to make the punishment for
the great crime less drastie and destructive than
it Whatever the humanitarianism of
the question may be, the community believes that
potential murder exists
but for the fear of the gallows. And while the
community, or a seetion of it, pleaded for the life
of this boy to be spared, the truth is that the
thrill the man’s escape and the pseudo-love
affair interwoven through his prison experience,
appealed to people with the same interest as did
the dashing ficures of erime on the high seas or
high road.

The people who asked for a commutation of
sentence of Frank MecCullough may be de-
rided as sentimentalists, and there are frequently
cases when the sympathy shown for murderers
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is sickening

heart ls 1p
anfortunate, who as a boy seeking adventure,
fell in with tramps and was packed into a peni-
tentiary at

wel

age
going e« n in erime while other boys
different spheres of life were attend
institutes and being guided by fathers and mothers
to de What would Frank MecCul-
louch have turned out to be had he been reared in
another environment? W hat would Frank
Cullough been if a calloused judge had not
‘sent down’’ for fifteen years?
that
part

15 years of
e Wtio
ing collegiate

other
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justice

still

that

Jud

Uf

may

he should receive

ful suceess in erime

into the great

“oucht perhaps that this miserable creature be- |
fore him was delaying his lunch hour or his motor |

ear ride. A distinguished student, indeed! The
horror of that thought and the revulsion it arouses
against the man responsible is almost as great as
the horror of McCullongh’s erime.

It is a good thing there are
that sort left on earth.

{ Why Germany Must Sign

From semi-official sources at Paris come re-
ports that the Allies” reply to the German
n:otPter-pmposals will concede some minor points,
but that there will be no altering of the conditions
which hold adequate punishment for the Hun and
gafeguards against another of his eriminal world-
adventures.

If there be any real surrender to the German
bluff and bluster the peace conference will have
to face the indignation of a world that has suf-
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death imposed by the com- |
fear that can strike the heart |

16 pickets in his moral |

for a while, |
he saw the only way out was 1o break through the |
Not |

in a sudden |
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' U. S. Labor and the League
Many men have 5
Frank |
like to be sent on|

and would express itself |

but from the bottom of the human |
y surce of feeling for the poor|

and given a thorough- |
in |

Me- |

Perhaps |
be alive, and it may be the |
marked |
copies of the newspapers pointing to the wonder-|
achieved }[\' the lH)}' he }‘:‘.s\«’(i |
university of crime, with only a|

few judges of |

1 am looking for the loyal,
party, now apparently in
an overwhelming maljor-
to make itself felt and take control. That, in
mind, is the best solution of the trouble.

“I have the honor to be on the executive of the
Citizens’ Committee of 1,000. This committee stands
for two things and two things only. These, they
maintain, are not debatable; first, that constituted
authority shall govern; second, that the people shall
have full use of public utilities such as telephone,
fire protection, gas, electric light, distribution of
bread, milk, etc. Until these are settled beyond
any ilitvy of doubt, no other questiong are in
their province.”
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New State On the Rhine

The passionately-expressed demand of the
French people that the peace conditions provide
an assurance against another German raid, may
be met by the Germans. In that part of Germany
that is at present occupied and controlled by the
Allied armies—the left bank of the Rhine—there
ofinite movement towards the establishment
of an independent republie. This would, of eourse,
a barrier to another leap of the Hun.
Along with Belgium, an independent Rhenish
provinee would make it impossible for France to
be trapped by a sudden attack such as that of
1914,

If these Rhenish folk go to the full length
of separation they will antagonize the rest of Ger-
many, but as the Allied armies will be in oceupa-|
tion for a period of fifteen years there ean be no
physical interference: When the time for Allied
withdrawal arrives it is to be hoped all Germany
will be sufficiently democratic to recognize the
self-determination principle adopted on the left
bank of the Rhine, but in any event the new state
should be able to take care of itself. It is a dis-
trict riech in industrial eities and towns, and
possessing a great population could easily provide
safeguards the time when their
present protectors move out.

The progress of this new republic will make

teresting study. It is certain to be influenced
by British and French ideas and ideals. This will
end to uproot the spirit of imperialism and mili-
tarism so deeply rooted in Teutonie character, and

: time help check the spread of Red
Rhenish republic would be an excellent
| object lesson for the rest of Germany and would
| turnish just the barricade that France and Bel- |
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Senator Knox of Pennsylvania, who is lead- |
ine the fieht in United States against the league |
| of nations covenant, maintains he speaks for the
| majority of the American people in warring on|
the aereement. Yesterday at Atlantic City the|
American Federation of Labor put itself on record |
as strongly supporting the league pact. \Vill}
Qenator Knox drop his hostility to a pact that|
has received the indorsation of labor’s most pow '
erful organization on this continent? Labor the
world over believes the league of nations scheme |
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contains the germ of better conditions for the|
worker, however weak and inadequate some of |
its provisions may appear. The covenant, so far |
as is possible at the present time, assures at least |
a measure of world-wide peace and possesses safe- |
guards against another world catastrophe. This|
promises a stability in social and industrial af-|
conditions of the agreement open the way for|
oreat advances by labor in all countries, big and |
little. Wages and working conditions generally
are’ destined under the league covenant to im-
prove steadily.

Instead of isolated instances of|
| progress, labor in every land will receive a more|
| just share of the world’s wealth because of the|
league of nations. Yet Senator Knox would have |
United States stand aside, refusing to be bound hv[
the conditions of the pact. In the event of Con-!
gress rejecting the agreement while the other |
nations adopted it, labor on this continent might |
be cut off from the great benefits which the league |
! is capable of achieving. 1

As they have framed the covenant, Lloyd |
George, Clemenceau and Wilson have kept in |
mind at all times the interests and influences nfb
the worker. They have recognized the right of
labor to a share in the formation of international
| policies and compacts. But the nation which|
{ stands outside cannot expect to have a hand in
| this work. Knox desires to keep Washington Ollt\
of old-world disputes and differences, for the
handling of which the league of nations was
largely formed, but in doing this he would be
hampering the American worker, if not seriously
injuring his interests. In public life today there
| is nmo more clear-visioned, alert-minded man than
Samuel Gompers. If he is willing to subseribe to
| the league of nations eevenant as it stands, it
must be that it contains benefits for the millions
of workers he heads on this continent. Senator
Knox should ponder well the significance of the
American Federation’s resolution in support of
the league of nations.

A man:in Michigan has lost the use of his
hands through handling money. That is a com-
plaint that will not become epidemic.

A western paper opines that Mr. Crerar’s
resignation is a happy release for that gentleman.
And it may prove an unhappy release for the
Government.
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| at parties.

there; and after a pleasant holiday |
we roturned to become the guests ofj
the poor, dear starving Belgians for |
a time. Then we re-entered Irance|
and looked forward eagerly to crossing
the channel. i
It seemed we would get back.

And so, having said:

“Bonswar to you Mam’selle.

We HOPE we leave you well,”
we walked aboard a paddle steamc
and in the sunlit morning once 1in |
we saw old “Blighty,” all smiles ard
feathery breeze for her younger SONS |
who had fought for her. |
We were part of the way back. |
'We bid farewell to the English
visited for the last time the old}
haunts, fought the last fight under the|
Piccadilly barrage, saw a show or two,
had a couple against a dry home-com- |
ing, and, thoroughly fed up, we re-|
turned to camp in time to parade for
the Southampton train. ¢

On the Troopship. {

On board the Olympic a soldier re- |
membering the All Highest's
this is the Kkaiser's rowboat,
tainly must have SOME ships.”
And we went to sleep and sang
songs and danced a little, and ate]
many wonderful meals and pe rformed
the odd duties, played bridge,
crown and anchor and hous
one morning we saw 1i
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spire (it looked like
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shackle wagon behind Major, the Bar- |

stow standby.

“Think you can give a couple of

cakes this year, Laura?’ asked the min- |

ister's wife, and suddenly the words
seemed to fire Laura’s tongue with
courage. She turned around and faced
the sewing circle. Breathlessly
talked, urging, pleading, trying to ope
their eyes and make them see the new
splendid duty that lay at their door,

until finally, when she ceased, Miss Af-{

kine wiped her eyes with a quick little
pat and rose to propose thex all join
in and help decorate the living.

Decoration day was clear and sunny |

Walt came in from the barn with one of
the twins riding his shoulder and kiss-
ed Elsie as she slipped by him.
father sat by the kitchen window por-
ing over a timetable. It had been
Walt’s idea, sending him out to Ohio
to visit his brother and get a new
angle on life.

“Dad's been tied here for
years,” he had laughed. *I may have a
game leg, but, by jiminy, I think I know
how to make the farm pay. I'm going
to send Elsie back to school, where she
belongs, and the twins can visit grand-
mother for the summer. We'll put new
spirit into things around here.”
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WOMEN AS BRAV

where can you find a finer spirit than |

and who will not give up.
One woman in every three is
gling against weakness.
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MERCURY MILLS, LIMITED

Stand Hard Wesr

If you could see the care we take in

the selection of materials and in the
making of Mercury Combed Egyptian
Cotton and French Spun Cashmere
Stockings you would buy Mercury
Hosiery for your children. Reinforced
at points of hardest wear.
for children.
Mercury Natural Wool Underwear and Mercury

Scotch Knit Underwear for Children fit comfortably
and wear long. They are another good buy.

All sizes
‘White, black, brown.
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Some wood decay is not
noticeable until the damage
is extensive. Column bases
and similar places on your
house really harbor trouble
unless watched and kept pro-
tected. T he cost of protection
is insignificant.

HIS announcement is issued by the Canadian “Save the Surf
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Canadian Trade Commission in the following words:

“The realization of the above objects will lead to emplo)
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Wood rots and warps and splits unless
its surface is protected, just as metal
rusts for the same reason. All kinds of
surfaces wear out either to the poi
usel or extreme unsightlines
not given surface p:‘otection.
house and
the same. If anything is use
surface must be used.

Every coat of surface protection is in-
surance to the property. Insurance in
the usual sense is collected only if prop-

is destroyed. Insurance in this
sense is collected daily in the prevention
of loss which the protective coating
afioras.
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