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ndCTsble devation at he dasped the klim hand of the

tall young woman. The crown of hit sleek Uack toupee

was on a line with her shoulder.

** Grod bless me,** he added, in a somewhat astonished

manner, "this is most gratifying. I could not have

lifted it half that high yesterday without experiencing

the most excruciflting agony." He worked his arm up
and down experimentally. ** Quite all rig^t, quite all

right. I feared I was in for another siege. I cannot

tell you how delighted I am. Ahem! Where was I?

Ohy yes— This is a pleasure, Lady Jane, a positive

deli|^t. How charming you are look—**

** Save your compliments. Count, for the Princess,'*

interrupted the girl, smiling. '* She is coming, you
know.**

**I doubt it,** he said, fumbling for his snuff-box.

** I saw her this afternoon. Chilblains. Weather like

this, you see. Quite a distance from her place to the

street-cars. Frightful going. I doubt it very much.

Now, what was it she said to me this afternoon? Some-
thing very important, I remember distinctly,— but it

seems to have slipped my mind completely. I am fear>

fully annoyed with myself. I remember with great dis-

tinctness that it was something I was determined to

remember, and here I am forgetting— Ah, let me
see ! It comes to me like a flash. I have it ! She said

she felt as though she had a cold coming on or some-

thing like that. Yes, I am sure that was it. I re-

member she blew her nose frequently, and she always

makes a dreadful noise when she blows her nose. A
really unforgetable noise, you know. Now, when I

blow my nose, I don*t behave like an elephant. I—it


