
Uhnu4«i conuin* nlnnit u qunrt^r of a million volumwi.
•nrf thw nuniU-r in growing rapidly tmm yeiir to yw.
in V"! '"'rl"'

1^'"""^ "^ ^"••^*'*'"* <">«•<»<> volume.),
in which l»oth Ix,rci Curxon nntl Ixinl Minto have Ukon a
deep ftnd inU'lhgi^nt int 'rest, in dcwgnwl to fulfil the- duty
of a national lihrfiry to the |)eopl« of India, native an wdlM Euro|M.an It «till falla a long way «hort of ih«' mniire-
menUi of «urh a huge conatitucncy, but it i« Iwing developed
•long right linea, and that ia. after all, the main consideration.

It w clear, then, that the reat of the civilimi worldHM found uac. and good une, for a national library. Arcwe Canadiana either eo inferior, or ao aujjerior, to the rett
of the world, that we cannot uac, or do not need, auch an
tortitution ? Surely not. Thoae of u« who are healthy-minded
believe that an a nation we are neither Utter nor worse than
our fellows; and that the thinga that are good for them,
broadly arnjaking, are good for u«. WTiat almost limitleaa
poaaibilitiea of uaefulneaa would follow the eat.'ibliahment of a
properly-constituted Canadian national library! With the
experience of the greatest and most efficient foreign libraries
before us, we could borrow from each those features that would
most readily adant themselves to our own peculiar needs.We could, as Japan has so succcssfuDy done, adopt our
neighbours' successful practices, and reject their failures.

Broadly speaking, the ybrary of Congress-or, as it isnow generally called, the National Library of the United
Statea-ofTers the most useful model for our guidance In
practical efficiency, and in adaptation to the requirements
of a democratic population, thut library stands eamly first.
Moreover, m the geographical distribution of its constituents
It fac«! a situation very simikr to our own, and entirely
different from the position occupied by the great European
libraries. The national libraries of England and France
for instance, are reference Ubraries, in the strictest sens^
of the term. No books may be removed from the British
Museum or the BibUothdque Nationale upon any pretext
whatever. Such a system, in which there are manifea^


