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ti.eir wit anJ learning ; finding (God knows) too imple
fcopc for all the ridicule they poured on it. From this foiircc

has broke out that impure torrent of unbelievers and £ihcili»

who are at this day the difgrace of human nature, and the

inflruments of C -'d's fignai vengeance on the nation th^t

produced them. For feeing the impofitions and muinme-
ries that were pradlifcd among themfclves, through con-
tempt of thefe i through pride of reafon unufed to judge for

itfelfj and, I fear, nill more from th»licentioufnefs of their

lives, they were induced to efteem religion itfelf no mors
than impolltion and mummery too.

Thofe in authority generally having little religion them-
feive*, feemed to care but little how it was treated by others :

Their mountain^ they thought, /^ood flrong. Not aware
that government can have no fafe foundation but on virtue :

And virtue none but on piety.

However one ftep they took which brought on their ruin

apace ; and it is an inltance above all 1 ha^e mentioned yet,

—indeed above mod of what hiftory records,—that God
' often makes the fins and follies of mankind their own aven-

gers. Tempted by ambition, or envy of England's prof-

perity and glory, when unfortunate troubles arofe between
that country and her colonies, the Rulers of France render-

ed them incurable by aiding the Revolters with an armed
force : Under no better pretence than that of being the de-

fenders of civil liberty againft ads of power, which, if allow-

ed in the moft aggravated degree that they were ever com-
plained of, would not be a drop of water in the bucket againU

the enormous opprefTion that: prevailed among themfelves.

And is itpoHiblc (every man of refle6tion will be inclined

to fay)—Is it poflible that the Minifters of an arbitrary

• King, who ufed to boaft of their policy aiid forelight beyond
othvs, fhould f'.nd his fleets and armies into the boibm of a
country nurtured up in the moft perfedt freedom ?—Send
them (as they faid) to Hght for the liberties of others, and
yet expedl, that the oflicers and foldiers employed in fuch

lervice would never inquire what liberty they enjiyed at

home ? Yes, thus blind were tbefe mighty politicians ;—

•

thefe wife men t hat gloried in their wifdom : fVho foid^ by tht

Jirength tf my hand have I done ity and by my wfdom^ for 1
am prudent: And I have removed the bounds of tbt people \

and have robbed their treafure \ and I have put down their in-

habitants like a valiant man : And my hand hath found as 4
neji the riches of the people : And as tne gatheretk eggs that

an


