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change of prodiiulx aniuiij^tlie rrontiur iiiliubituntH.

If, in llio course of these cxfhiins"' ., wo receive

any Canudii wliciit for cotiMuni|>lii)n, it must bo in

the few individual cases in which tho sellers of our

products to the Canadians are able to consume it

more freely. To a. very limited extent it may
possibly reach a new class of consumers, who
will become exporters on a sniull scale, under this

bill. For instance, one of our frontier inhubititnts

who, under the proposed arrangement, can carry

half a dozen sheep into Canada without paying

the duly of forty cents n head, now exacted by

the Canadian tarilT, and bring back as many bush-

els of wheat without paying the twenty j)er cent,

duty imposed by our tarllT, will save between three

and four dollars in an exchange of products of the

valueof twelve or thirteen dollars—a monstrous tax!

—and he may thus be enabled to eat wheat bread

for a while, instead of living exclusively on the

coarser breadstuflVi. This must be the only cfTect in

ordinary years, when wc produce more wheat than

wc require for our own consumption. Wc can take

none from other countries, unless wc consume it

more freely; and our increased consumption under

this bill must not only be extremely limited, but

of such a nature as not to interfere with our own
production. But these are very small matters,

Imrdly wortiiy to be taken into the account in nn

estimate of large transactions.

Let mc now test the truth of my poaiiion—that

we have nothing to fear from com|)elition with

Canada in wheat-growing—by a resort to arith-

inetical demonstrations. The population of Can-

ada is about half the population of New York.

That part of the jirovincc which was once politically

known as Upper Canada, and which, for distinc-

tion, I shall still call ao, is the wheat-growing region.

The Lower portion does not produce enough for

its own consumption. It always draws largely

upon the Upper. The least failure of the crops in

the Lower would be sure to absorb the whole sur-

plus of the Upper. If there were any just ground of

apprehension in respect to our wheat-growing dis-

tricts, looking to general considerations, it would

be removed by the custom-house statistics of Can-

ada for the year 1847—thegreatyear of exportation

for American breadstufls by reason of the famine

in Europe. 1 take for illustration the most unfa-

vorable year for my purpose—the year in which,

from unu.sual causes, the export of wheat by Can-

ada was greatest. I do so that those from whom
I differ may have every advantage they can ask in

the argument. The quantity of flour imported in

that year into Canada v/as about 84,000 barrels,

and the quantity exported about C7C,000: the

quantity of wheat imported 5G2,000 bushels, and

the quantity exported 0(18,000 bushels. The im-

ports, of course, were from the United States.

The excess of exports over imports was ,V.li!,000

barrels of flour, and lOG.OOO bushels of wheat.

This entire export was probably to Great Ilrituin,

her American islands, and her Atlantic provinces.

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Notwithstand-

ing this cxptirt (if flour from Canada, New Bruns-

wick received from us, in the snmo year, over

100,000 barrels of flour, and Nova Scotia nearly as

much more.

The result of my inquiries is, that in ordinary

years the upper portion of Canada produces a sur-

plus of about 2,000,000 bushels of wheat, and that

a considerable part of this surplus is consumed by

the lower portion, including Clucbec and Montreal,

and the demands for their shipping. In 1847 Can-

ada produced 4,500,907 bushels of wheat, and im-

ported 982,408 bushels, (including flour, and estima-

ting one barrel of flour to be equal to five bu.ihels of

wheat,) making an aggregate of 5,543, 43.1 bushels

produced and im[iorted. In the same year she ex-

ported 4,047,300 bushels, making a balance of

1,490,00'J bushels consumed ut home. This is less

than a bushel for each inhabitant—probably not

more than half her consumption in ordinary year.?

But the price of wheat being extravagantly high,

the consumption must have been greatly dimin-

ished, for the purpose of exportation, by resorting

to the coarser grains for domestic use. The statis-

tical taljles of earlier years jirove the export of 1847

to have been extraordinarily large. From 1838 to

1843 the annual export varied from 50,000 to

350,000 barrels; but in this last amount was inclu-

ded a large import from the United States. It is

not probable that her export is essentially different

when there are no unusual causes to stimulate ex-

portation. Taking one year with another, and

deducting from the entire export of w heat from

Canada an amount equal to that which wc send to

her, to Nova Scotia and to Nev/ Brunswick, and I

doubt whether there will be much of a balance

left. In 1847, which was an extraordinary year,

while Canada only exported 3,004,898 busiiels of

wheat over her imports, we carried into the British

North American Provinces alone, in the same year,

2,279,008 bushels. While Canada produces less

than three bushels of wheat for each inhabitant, we
produce more than five and a half bushels for each

inhabitant; while she consumed in 1847 less than

one bushel of wheat for each inhabitant, we con-

sumed nearly four bushels and a half for each

inhabitant, notwithstanding the temptation of high

prices to export and to consume cheaper bread-

stuffs; while her entire product of wheat in 1847

was four millions and a half of bushels, ours was


