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ariUe from the whole wages system, that in 99
cases cut of 100 their efforts at raising wages are
only efforts at maintaining the given value of labor,
and that the necessity of debating their price with
the capitalist is inherent to their ctnidition of liv-
ing tt sell themselves as commodities. By coward-
ly living way in their every-day conflict with cxp-
ital, they would certainly disqualify themselv^ for
tlie initiating of any large movement
At the same time, and quite apart from the gen-

era servitude involved in the wages system, the
woridng chs ought not to exaggerate to themeslves
the ultimate working of these eveiy-day stmgi^es.
They ou^t not to forget th.it they are hating with
effects; that thry are retardinj^, the downward
muvement, but not changing its direction ; th^ they
are appljring palliatives, not curing the matody.
They ou,j^t, therefore, not to be exclusively ab-
sorbied in those unavoidable guerilla fights ince»-
santly springing up from the never-ceasing en-
croachments of capital or changes of the ma.'feet.

They ouj^t to understand that, with all the miseries
it imposes upon them, the present system sfamiltan-
eously engenders the material ecnditUms and the
xftcial forms necessary for an economical recon-
struction of socie^. Instead of the conservative
motto, "A fair day s wages for a fair da^s worhl"
they ought to inscribe on their banner dte revt^u-
tioMory watchword, "Abolition of ike wages sys-
tem."

After this very loag and, I fear, tedious eiq>osi-
tirn which I was obl^;ed to enter into to do some
justice to the subject-nMtter, I shall conclude by
proposing the following resolutions:—


