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CawM it UmlrU, Vt Uataiiit it (>iM»e and U Court iu
toM^>—wen written in both Engliili and Frencli.

The French newipeperi may be divided in'a two distinct

categoriee. There were thoee tliat were mainly political,

or contained political news, like La CateUt dt Quibtc and
L» Count do UoHlriol ; and the periodical! tlut were
diatinctly literary, tuch aa La CatelU lilUrain of Montreal
and Lo Uotosin do QiUiec. Thia laat-named journal con-
tained little but reproduction* from foreign literature.

La GoMtu litiirair* of Montreal, publithcd by Fleury
Mesplet, on whoee staff Valentin Jautaid, a native of France,

was an active collaborator under the pseudonym of * Le
Spectateur tranquille,* is noteworthy as having given the

French Canadians their first opportunity of wridng on
literary and philosophical subjects. Much literary criti-

cism, somedmes of a decidedly puerile nature, also appeared
in it. In this paper, too, are encountered the first mani-
festations of the Voltairian spirit that had permeated many
minds in Canada during the latter part of the eighteenth

century.

The first political journals were literary in but a small

degree, and it was seldom that they published French
articles of any value. Apart from a few occasional poems
—of little merit, however—the French contents of La
Cautte do Quihec were, for the most part, merely trans-

lations of its English articles. The political literature of

this journal is dull and unimportant. William Bio v i,

who, with Thomas Gilmour, was its founder, charact'^tMcd

his journal only too well when he wrote ^nugust 8, 1776)
that it 'justly merited the title of the most innocent gazette
in the British dominions.'

Neverdieleas it was Quebec that became, in 1764, the
cradle of Canadian journalism. Before the end of the French
regime Quebec was already the centre of a civilization that
was polish<-d, elegant—refined even—and often very fashion-

able. Peter Kalm, the Swedish botanist—who visited New
France in 1749. and left such a curious, instructive and
faithful record of his journey—observed that Quebec then
contained the elements of a distinguitihed society, in which


